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Meeting  new  people, 
renewing  old  friendships 
and  gaining  fresh  insights 
about  FFA  are  all  part  of 
the  convention  spirit. 
Fran  Ogden,  a  first-year 
teacher  from  Seneca,  III., 
celebrates  Leadership  for 
a  Lifetime  with  FFA 
members  Ammy  Craker  of 
Walnut  Grove,  Mo.,  and 
Jose  Santiago  of  Camuy, 
Puerto  Rico. 
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Letter  from  the  Editor 

The  energy  in  the  Municipal  Auditorium  and  all 
around  Kansas  City  could  have  launched  a  space 
shuttle  during  the  68th  National  FFA  Convention. 
With  37,006  corduroy-clad  members  and  their 
advisors  in  attendance,  anything  was  possible. 

We,  the  Proceedings  staff,  scrambled  all  week  to 
capture  the  intensity  and  excitement  we  saw  and  felt 
bustling  all  around  us.  The  days  were  long,  but  you, 
the  members,  made  it  worth  the  effort.  Your  enthusi- 
asm charged  the  air  with  a  special  electricity,  and 
anyone  within  100  feet  of  a  blue  and  gold  jacket  felt 
the  current. 

That  vivacity  is  translated  to  the  best  of  our  ability 
on  the  following  70  pages.  The  Proceedings  is  the 
official  record  of  the  68th  National  FFA  Convention, 
but  it's  also  more  than  that.  It  carries  the  spirit  of 
your  achievements-not  only  of  winning,  but  also  of 
coming  to  our  national  gathering  to  try  your  best,  to 
learn  from  others,  and  to  return  home  a  better  person 
for  the  experience. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  reading  these  pages  as  much 
as  we  enjoyed  bringing  them  to  you.  We'll  be  here 
next  year-and  we  hope  to  see  you! 

Lynn  Hamilton     ^"^^j^^^ 
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Leadership  for  a  Lifetime 


Opportunities  to  make  new  friends  at  the  national  convention  were  limitless. 

The  success  of  the  FFA  may  not  have  been  fully  realized  in  the  life- 
times of  its  founders,  but  the  leadership  and  responsibility  they  fostered 
in  America's  youth  have  burned  like  a  flame  for  generations.  Sixty-eight 
years  ago,  the  National  FFA  Organization  was  launched  by  the  ideals  of  a 
few  who  wanted  to  secure  the  future  of  American  agriculture  by  promot- 
ing leadership  and  knowledge.  Today  the  opportunities  and  experiences 
available  to  enrich  the  lives  of  FFA  members  are  as  numerous  as  stars  on 
a  cloudless  night. 

Nowhere  is  the  founders'  continuing  influence  more  apparent  than 
at  the  national  FFA  convention.  Once  a  year,  Kansas  City  teems  with 
members  from  yesterday,  today  and  tomorrow,  gathered  together  to  celebrate 
common  ties,  share  in  the  advantages  of  membership  and  discover  the  attributes 
that  make  each  individual  unique.  This  exchange  enables  students  to  combine 
talent  with  opportunity  to  make  a  difference.  Spirits  soar  like  rockets  with  this 
newfound  sense  of  leadership,  which  will  burn  for  a  lifetime. 


(Continued  on  page  4) 


"To  me,  FFA  meant 
opportunity. 
Opportunity  to  be 
involved  and  to  feel  like 
you  are  making  a 
contribution  to 
something.  My  whole 
career  is  based  on  FFA. " 


—Jasper  S.  Lee,  Lee  and  Associates, 

Demorest,  Ga. 

Former  FFA  member, 

Clinton  FFA  Chapter,  Mississippi 


The  1994-95  National 
FFA  Officer  Team 
launched  the  convention 
with  a  space-themed 
Reflections  program.  The 
officers  began  by 
gathering  around  a 
model  of  the  eternal 
flame  at  President  John 
F.  Kennedy's  grave  to 
salute  his  lifetime  of 
leadership  (top).  The 
program  then  blasted 
into  space  with  a  skit 
about  the  Future 
Farmers  of  the 
Moon  conducting 
experiments  and 
solving  problems  in 
space  in  the  year  2027 
(bottom). 


Once  in  a  Lifetime  Opportunities 


"Five!  Four!  Three!  Two!  ONE!"  With  an  explosion  of  cheering  from  every  corner  of 
the  arena,  the  convention  was  underway. 

FFA  members  reached  for  the  stars  during  the  convention.  A  space  exploration  motif 
surrounded  them,  beginning  with  Wednesday's  Reflections  sessions,  where  national 
officers  envisioned  the  spread  of  FFA's  influence  to  the  moon.  In  addition  to  each  ses- 
sion "countdown,"  visitors  to  the  career  show  explored  a  model  of  the  proposed  interna- 
tional space  station  courtesy  of  NASA. 

Stars  shone  during  the  convention  sessions  as  well.  Members  and  guests  cheered  the 
crowning  achievements  of  FFA  award  winners  who  stretched  their  talents  to  the  limit  in 
hopes  of  success.  Ecstatic  winners  congratulated  each  other  onstage,  oblivious  to  the 
flashbulbs  twinkling  like  stars  from  the  stands. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  opportunities  available  for  the  more  than  37,000  partici- 
pants who  flocked  to  Kansas  City.  At  every  turn,  members  found  chances  to  meet 
people  from  around  the  world,  investigate  career  possibilities  and  learn  ways  to  im- 
prove themselves  and  their  communities  through  a  variety  of  workshops  and  exhibits. 
Most  of  all,  convention  attendees  found  many  opportunities  to  have  fun. 


The  Time  of  Your  Life 

The  bitter  cold  snap  that  greeted  mem- 
bers upon  their  arrival  in  Kansas  City  did 
not  appear  to  chill  their  enthusiasm.  In  fact, 
the  downtown  area  saw  plenty  of  sunny 
smiles  and  warm  handshakes,  and  conven- 
tion sessions  sizzled  with  excitement. 

Members  found  a  perfect  way  to  release 
their  pent-up  energy  at  three  convention 
dances  in  Bartle  Hall. 

Many  visitors  spent  time  taking  in  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  Kansas  City  or  em- 
barking on  an  educational  tour.  Others 
hopped  on  the  bus  bound  for  the  American 
Royal,  which  offered  a  full  evening  of 
entertainment  with  a  nightly  rodeo  and 
concert  featuring  big-name  performers. 
Visitors  to  the  FFA  Food  Court  and  the 
Shopping  Mall  in  Bartle  Hall  found  conven- 
tion souvenirs,  tasty  meals  and  opportuni- 
ties to  hang  out  with  fellow  FFA  members 
from  around  the  United  States  and  several 
other  countries. 


Sunny  smiles  warmed  the  brisk  mornings  in  Kansas  City  as  members 
eagerly  awaited  the  events  of  the  new  day. 


"I  was  scared  to 
death  to  talk  to 
anyone  before  I 
joined  FFA.  Now 
I'm  a  regional  officer. 

—Erin  Nelson,  Del  Norte  FFA,  Calif. 


Official  delegates  represent  each  state  association  at  the  national  convention.  Pete  Haakenson,  state 
vice  president  from  Wisconsin,  responded  to  the  delegate  roll  call  during  a  business  session. 


(Continued  on  page  6) 


A  Lifetime  of  Memories 

As  sure  as  Friday  night's  snowfall  brought  well-bundled 
FFA  members  frolicking  into  the  streets  of  downtown,  the 
final  tap  of  the  gavel  Saturday  afternoon  brought  the  68th 
National  FFA  Convention  to  a  close. 

But  the  legacy  of  the  convention  was  far  from  complete. 
As  members  returned  to  the  familiarity  of  their  homes  and 
families,  they  brought  back  the  usual  T-shirts,  hats  and 
other  souvenirs.  But  they  also  brought  home  memories  of 
their  experiences  at  the  convention:  the  new  friends,  the 
inspiring  speeches,  and  the  great  ideas  they  learned  every- 
where they  went.  And  so  ignites  the  spark  of  initiative  that 
flares  into  the  spirit  of  leadership,  the  impact  of  which  lasts 
a  lifetime. 


"I  got  involved  in 
forestry  through  FFA, 
and  I  became  interested 
in  becoming  a  forestry 
technician.  Now  I'm 
hoping  to  get  an  FFA 
scholarship  to  help  me 
in  college. " 

—Caleb  Brewer,  Elma  FFA,  Wash. 


M 


FFA  members  found  plenty  of  ways  to  have  a  good  time  during  the  convention.  This  member's  enthusiasm  was  infectious. 


,  Leadership  for  a  Lifetime 
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'7  learned  to 
stand  up  for 
myself  because 
ofFFA." 


—Celeste  Monclova, 
Allentown  FFA,  N.J. 


FFA  members  gathered  in  Kansas  City  to  celebrate  the  spirit 
of  leadership  that  binds  them  together. 


"I  first  began  public  speaking 
in  FFA  in  high  school.  That 
was  really  the  first  opportunity 
I  had  for  speaking  outside  of 
school  and  family.  I  grew  up  on 
a  farm  and  it's  part  of  my 
heritage.  My  high  school  FFA 
advisor  really  touched  lives  of 
many  students,  and  FFA 
helped  get  me  started  for  where 
I  am  today. " 

—Dr.  Tom  Burnam, 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Mississippi 

Former  member  of  the  Puckett  FFA  Chapter, 

Puckett,  Miss. 


An  FFA  member  shared  her  enthusiasm  about  theFFA  National  Agricultural 
Career  Show®  with  a  reporter  from  a  Kansas  City  television  station.  With 
nearly  300  exhibitors  representing  agricultural  career  and  education 
opportunities,  the  career  show  provided  something  for  every  member. 


Proficiency  Awards  ^^^^ 


Years  of  effort  and  dedication  to  a  single  enterprise  were  rewarded  during  the 
Proficiency  Awards  Pageant,  held  Friday  morning  and  evening.  The  Supervised 
Agricultural  Experience  Programs  of  the  115  finalists  in  29  award  areas  were 
highlighted  during  the  awards  ceremony. 

National  winners  were  selected  on  the  basis  of  their  records  and  an  interview 
before  a  panel  of  judges.  The  winners  each  received  $500,  a  plaque,  partial 
convention  travel  expenses  and  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  1996 
European  Travel  Seminar.  Finalists  in  each  category  won  $250,  a  plaque  and 
partial  convention  travel  expenses.  Funds  for  the  awards  are  provided  by  the 
National  FFA  Foundation  sponsors,  listed  in  italics  for  each  area. 

National  winners  appear  in  boldfaced  type. 


AGRICULTURAL 
ELECTRIFICATION 

Sponsored  by  the  National  Food  and 
Energy  Council,  Incorporated 
ALABAMA:  Chris  Cain,  Enterprise 
CALIFORNIA:  Eric  Lourenco,  Chowchilla 
GEORGIA:  Darren  Drake,  Jackson  County 
WISCONSIN:  Dale  E.  Kehoe,  Hillsboro 

AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANICS 

Sponsored  by  Case  Corporation 
KANSAS:  Ray  A.  Milligan,  Clay  Center 
MINNESOTA:  Scott  Morgan,  Stewartville 
MISSOURI:  Michael  D.  Case,  Norborne 
TENNESSEE:  Brad  D.  Trout,  Forrest 

AGRICULTURAL 
PROCESSING 

Sponsored  by  Archer  Daniels  Midland 
Company;  Ag  Processing  Inc./ 
Supersweet  Feeds 
IDAHO:  Zane  M.  Gillette,  Burley 
NEBRASKA:  Andrew  Bourek,  Howells-Clarkson 
SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Neil  Smeenk,  Harrisburg 
TEXAS:  Gregory  E.  Schilling,  Slaton 

AGRICULTURAL  SALES 
AND/OR  SERVICE 

Sponsored  by  Case  Corporation; 
CHEVY  TRUCKS;  The  Goodyear  Tire 
&  Rubber  Company;  and  Vigortone  Ag 
Products 

INDIANA:  Nathan  K.  Sheagley,  Carroll  @  Flora 
MICHIGAN:  Jacob  W.  Schut,  Hopkins 
OKLAHOMA:  Sloan  (Pokey)  Varner,  Bristow 
WASHINGTON:  Scott  D.  Duffner,  Ephrata 

BEEF  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Mallinckrodt  Veterinary, 
Inc.  and  Nasco  Division/Nasco 
International,  Incorporated 
IDAHO:  Justin  Tindall,  Rimrock 
INDIANA:  Bah  Watkins,  Shenandoah 
TENNESSEE:  Randy  Croft,  McMinn  County 
VIRGINIA:  Richard  L.  Durrer  Jr.,  Greene 


CEREAL  GRAIN 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  CENEX  FOUNDATION 

and  Kellogg  Company 

NORTH  CAROLINA:  Joshua  W.  Quinn, 

West  Carteret 

OHIO:  Julie  Schudel,  Evergreen 

TEXAS:  James  Pelzel,  Pilot  Point 

WASHINGTON:  Matthew  J.  Wardenaar,  Royal 

DAIRY  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  ABS  Global,  Inc.;  Alfa 
Laval  Agri  Inc.;  and  Manna  Pro 
Corporation  "The  Calf  Manna0 
Company" 

LOUISIANA:  George  M.  Varnado,  Mt,  Hermon 
NEBRASKA:  Mark  Zeisler,  Butte 
UTAH:  Dennis  Brown,  Payson 
WISCONSIN:  Michael  Jackson,  Barron 

DIVERSIFIED  CROP 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Cargill 
ALABAMA:  Austin  Marsh,  Tanner 
INDIANA:  Paul  Vaught,  Southmont 
MISSOURI:  Travis  Matthews,  Norborne 
NEBRASKA:  Ryan  Baumert,  Scribner-Snyder 

DIVERSIFIED  LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Wayne  Feed  Division/ 

Continental  Grain  Company;  and 

Continental  Grain  Company,  Cattle  & 

Swine  Feeding  Division 

COLORADO:  Patrick  L.  Greenbank,  McClave 

NEBRASKA:  Kevin  G.  Patzel,  Newman  Grove 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Susan  A.  Stoterau, 

Harrisburg 

WISCONSIN:  Scot  L.  Zimmerman, 

Osseo-Fairchild 


FEED  GRAIN  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Pioneer  Hi-Bred 
International,  Inc. 
INDIANA:  Jamie  Scott,  Whitko 
KANSAS:  Michael  Springer,  Neodesha 
NEBRASKA:  Mike  Malander,  Fullerton 
WISCONSIN:  Dennis  Lichte,  Reedsburg 

FIBER  CROP  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Sandoz  Agro,  Inc. 
FLORIDA:  Keith  Shaw,  Lafayette 
LOUISIANA:  Jason  C.  Black,  Oak  Grove 
NORTH  CAROLINA:  Daniel  F.  Komegay  III, 
Princeton 

FLORICULTURE 

Sponsored  by  The  Paul  Ecke  Poinsettia 
Ranch;  American  Floral  Endowment; 
Valent  U.S.A.  Corp.;  and  BIOMAT,  Inc. 
MINNESOTA:  Kimberly  Weckwerth, 
Montevideo 

NORTH  CAROLINA:  Keith  Ennis,  Sun  Valley 
TENNESSEE:  Julie  Allen,  Dyersburg 
WISCONSIN:  Scott  Pantzlaff,  Denmark 

FORAGE  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Gehl  Company  and 
Northrup  King  Co. 
KANSAS:  Derek  Roth,  Moundridge 
NEBRASKA:  Darren  J.  Nelson,  Genoa 
TENNESSEE:  Dale  Wilson,  Bradley  Central 
WISCONSIN:  Jeff  Mleziva,  Denmark 

FOREST  MANAGEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Chrysler  Corporation 
Fund — Dodge  Trucks;  Homelite;  and 
Stone  Container  Corporation 
COLORADO:  Jamie  Jo  Mekelburg,  Yuma 
IOWA:  Janice  A.  Eivins,  Orient-Macksburg 
NORTH  CAROLINA:  Jared  A.  Sasnett, 
South  Lenoir 
TENNESSEE:  Reggie  Montgomery,  Riverside 

FRUIT  AND/OR 
VEGETABLE  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Briggs  &  Stratton 
Corporation  Foundation,  Inc. 
MINNESOTA:  Robert  Hoberg,  Benson 
OHIO:  Jon  Myers,  Upper  Sandusky 
TENNESSEE:  David  M.  Pace,  Ripley 
UTAH:  Lenny  Harward,  Springville 


HOME  AND/OR 

FARMSTEAD 

IMPROVEMENT 

Sponsored  by  DeWALT  High 
Performance  Industrial  Tools 
INDIANA:  David  Hefty,  DeKalb 
MISSOURI:  Ben  Weisz,  Norborne 
OKLAHOMA:  John  D.  Veach,  Fairview 
TEXAS:  Michael  K.  Fisher,  Cotton  Center 

HORSE  PROFICIENCY 

Sponsored  by  Georgia  Boot,  Inc.; 
American  Paint  Horse  Association;  and 
Red  Brand  Non-Climb  Horse  Fence/ 
Made  by  Keystone  Steel  &  Wire 
Company 

INDIANA:  Ben  Janssen,  Marion-Adams 
MONTANA:  Hannah  M.  Cole,  Red  Lodge 
TENNESSEE:  Mary  A.  Donner,  Dyersburg 
WISCONSIN:  Aric  Douglas,  Darlington 

NURSERY  OPERATIONS 

Sponsored  by  Chrysler  Corporation 

Fund — Dodge  Trucks  and  Merck  AgVet 

Division 

FLORIDA:  Courtney  S.  Sieffert,  Orlando  Colonial 

INDIANA:  Jody  Johnson,  Prosser 

OHIO:  Mark  A.  Dudgeon,  East  Knox 

VIRGINIA:  Trey  Snead,  Bluestone 

OIL  CROP  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  the  Chicago  Board  of 

Trade  and  Northrup  King  Co. 

IOWA:  Pat  Maynes,  Red  Oak 

MINNESOTA:  Bradley  D.  Baumgardt, 

Sleepy  Eye 

NEBRASKA:  Lance  J.  Lechtenberg,  Butte 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Ben  Roling,  McCook  Central 


OUTDOOR  RECREATION 

Sponsored  by  CHEVY  TRUCKS;  0.   F. 

Mossberg  and  Sons,  Inc.;  and  Schrade 

Cutlery 

OKLAHOMA:  Scott  King,  Morrison 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Mark  Brenneman, 

West  Central 

TENNESSEE:  Christopher  A.  Britthouer,  Ripley 

UTAH:  Hillary  Isaac,  Payson 

PLACEMENT  IN 

AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  National  Crop  Insurance 
Services  and  Mallinckrodt  Veterinary,  Inc. 
INDIANA:  Josh  Zeigler,  South  Adams 
IOWA:  Gary  R.  Eshelman,  Nodaway  Valley 
NEBRASKA:  Jon  Herrick,  Franklin 
NORTH  CAROLINA:  Charles  K.  Long,  Piedmont 

POULTRY  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Chore-Time  Equipment 
Division  of  CTB  Incorporated;  Hudson 
Foods,  Inc.;  and  Schering-Plough 
Animal  Health 

FLORIDA:  Ryan  Sullivan,  Lafayette 
INDIANA:  Adam  S.  Harness,  Carroll  @  Flora 
PENNSYLVANIA:  Roger  E.  Kuhns,  Mifflinburg 
WISCONSIN:  Brock  M.  Bailey,  Tomah 

SHEEP  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Evergreen  Mills  and  Kent 
Feeds,  Inc. 

CALIFORNIA:  Todd  Maddux,  Chowchilla 
INDIANA:  Tad  T.  Thompson,  Clinton  Prairie 
MISSOURI:  Robert  Brooks  Lane,  Schuyler 
SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Mike  Mclntyre,  Lake  Central 


SOIL  AND  WATER 
MANAGEMENT 

Sponsored  by  American  Cyanamid 
Company,  Agricultural  Products  Division 
INDIANA:  Daniel  E.  Walstra,  North  Newton 
IOWA:  Jason  Sallach,  Red  Oak 
MINNESOTA:  Scott  Hoberg,  Benson 
VIRGINIA:  Brian  Garber,  Fort  Defiance 

SPECIALTY  ANIMAL 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Purina  Mills,  Inc.; 
American  Dairy  Goat  Association;  and 
Country  General 
IOWA:  Douglas  Mart,  Agri-Power 
NEBRASKA:  Wendy  L.  Meyer,  Centura 
WASHINGTON:  Jennifer  R.  Buchholz,  Prosser 
WISCONSIN:  Timm  W.  Raddatz,  Amherst 

SPECIALTY  CROP 
PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Kubota  Tractor 
Corporation;  Na-Churs  Plant  Food 
Company;  and  Wilbur-Ellis  Company 
GEORGIA:  Andy  Tate,  Jeff  Davis 
INDIANA:  Chad  M.  Hart,  Switzerland  County 
IOWA:  Jacob  J.  Schechinger,  Harlan 
VIRGINIA:  Thomas  W.  Crowder,  Park  View 

SWINE  PRODUCTION 

Sponsored  by  Pfizer  Inc.  North  American 
Animal  Health  Division 
INDIANA:  Eric  E.  Johnson,  Carroll  @  Flora 
KENTUCKY:  Darwin  Heard,  Warren  Central 
MINNESOTA:  Larry  Konsterlie,  Willmar 
TENNESSEE:  Melissa  A.  McGuire,  Dyersburg 

TURF  AND  LANDSCAPE 
MANAGEMENT 

Sponsored  by  The  Scotts  Company 
IOWA:  Jason  Vos,  Montezuma 
LOUISIANA:  Adel  Chaveleh,  Elton 
NEBRASKA:  Jeremy  L.  Tipton,  Superior 
WISCONSIN:  Jason  A.  Keith,  Sun  Prairie 

WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT 

Sponsored  by  Bass  Pro  Shops,  Inc.  and 
Buck  Knives 

ALABAMA:  Wesley  McCollum,  Lineville 
NORTH  CAROLINA:  Ryan  Ammons,  Madison 
VIRGINIA:  H.  Douglas  Smith  III,  Fauquier 
WISCONSIN:  Gary  P.  Chada,  Denmark 


Kevin  Patzel  of  Newman  Grove,  Neb.,  cheered  his  victory  as  he  was  named  national  winner  in 
the  diversified  livestock  proficiency  area. 


National  Agri-Entreprenuership  Forum 

Sponsored  by  The  Center  for  Entrepreneurial  Leadership  Inc., 
of  the  Ewing  Marion  Kauffman  Foundation 


NATIONAL  WINNERS: 

CALIFORNIA: 
Student:  Jonathan  Clough 
Advisor:  Richard  Schmidig 
Chapter:  Linden 

Student:  Paul  Baker 
Advisor:  Joe  Cosentino 
Chapter:  Sanger 

IDAHO: 

Student:  Jere  Stewart 
Advisor:  Shawn  Dygert 
Chapter:  Kuna 

KANSAS: 

Student:  Nathan  Shaffer 
Advisor:  Channing  Stowell 
Chapter:  Smith  Center 

MISSOURI: 

Student:  Michael  Case 
Advisor:  Brenda  Smith 
Chapter:  Norborne 

OHIO: 

Student:  Chuck  Hayslip 
Advisor:  J.  Corbett  Phipps 
Chapter:  Ohio  Valley  Voc. 

OKLAHOMA: 
Student:  Chris  Stephens 
Advisor:  Mike  Stephens 
Chapter:  Chickasha 

SOUTH  DAKOTA: 
Student:  Michael  Mclntyre 
Advisor:  Bud  Postma 
Chapter:  Lake  Central 

WISCONSIN: 
Student:  Michael  Jackson 
Advisor:  Keith  Kolpack 
Chapter:  Barron 

Student:  Charles  Pearce 
Advisor:  Lisa  Mullen 
Chapter:  Big  Foot  Union 


The  National  Agri-Entrepreneur- 
ship  Forum  debuted  this  year  and 
recognized  FFA's  top  10  entrepreneurs 
and  their  agriculture  teachers.  The 
winners  were  selected  from  a  group  of 
159  student  applicants.  Each  national 
student  winner  received  a  $1,000  check 
and  each  national  teacher  winner 
received  a  $1,000  check  to  be  used  by 
their  local  FFA  chapter. 

Student  and  teacher  agri-entrepre- 
neurship  national  winners  also 
displayed  their  programs  at  the  career 
show  during  the  national  FFA  conven- 
tion. 

The  program  is  designed  to  increase 
the  amount  of  entrepreneurship  being 


taught  in  local  agriculture  programs.  It 
is  a  joint  activity  of  the  National 
Council  for  Agricultural  Education,  the 
National  Vocational  Agricultural 
Teachers'  Association,  the  National 
FFA  Alumni  Association,  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education  and  the 
National  FFA  Organization.  This  new 
program  is  sponsored  by  and  in 
partnership  with  the  Center  for 
Entrepreneurial  Leadership  Inc.,  of  the 
Ewing  Marion  Kauffman  Foundation, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  as  a  special  project  of 
the  National  FFA  Foundation. 


Many  of  the  sponsors  of  the  National  Agri-Entrepreneurship  Forum  were  on  hand  to  discuss  the 
business  possibilities  available  to  FFA  members. 
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FFA  Career  Development  Events 


While  most  convention  attendees 
were  having  breakfast,  members 
participating  in  Career  Development 
Events  were  up  with  the  roosters 
judging  livestock,  troubleshooting 
engines  and  testing  their  knowledge  of 
commodity  prices. 

State-winning  teams  earned  the 
chance  to  match  wits  with  the  best  in 
the  nation  in  13  topic  areas.  Competi- 
tions were  held  throughout  the  Kansas 
City  area  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday. 

Winning  teams  and  individuals 
were  invited  on  stage  to  be  recognized 
and  receive  plaques  during  the 
Saturday  morning  convention  ses- 
sions. Top  teams  and  individuals 
received  plaques,  and  some  of  the 
event  sponsors  provided  scholarships 
to  the  first  place  teams  and  individu- 
als. Those  events  were  agricultural 
mechanics,  agricultural  sales,  dairy 
judging,  horse  judging,  farm  business 
management,  floriculture,  livestock, 
meats  evaluation  and  technology,  and 
parliamentary  procedure. 

AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANICS 

Sponsored  by  the  Firestone  Agricultural 
Tire  Company  in  conjunction  with  the 
Bridgestone/Firestone  Trust  Fund,  a  chari- 
table trust  of  Bridgestone/Firestone,  Inc. 
First  PlaceTeam:  Fredonia  FFA  Chapter, 
Fredonia,  Kan. 
High  Individual:  Willis  Kidd,  Fredonia,  Kan. 

AGRICULTURAL  SALES 

Sponsored  by  Asgrow  Seed  Company 
First  Place  Team:  Sumner  FFA  Chapter, 
Sumner,  Wash. 
High  Individual:  Nathan  Eckley,  Kingdom  City,  Mo. 

DAIRY  CATTLE 

Sponsored  by  Associated  Milk 

Producers,  Incorporated  and  Babson 

Bros.  Co./SURGE 

First  Place  Team:  Grady  FFA  Chapter, 

Grady,  N.M. 

High  Individual:  Justin  Green,  Granville,  N.D. 

DAIRY  FOODS 

Sponsored  by  Mid-America  Dairymen, 

Inc.;  Dairy  Management,  Inc.;  and  Patz 

Sales,  Inc. 

First  Place  Team:  East  Central  FFA  Chapter, 

East  Central  Texas 

High  Individual:  Jennifer  Rode,  East  Central, 

Texas 


The  FFA  Career  Development  Events  challenge  students  in  all  areas  of  agriculture.  The 
Marketing  Plan  Activity  helps  members  develop  practical  skills  in  the  marketing  process.  One 
of  the  main  features  of  the  event  is  delivering  an  oral  presentation  of  their  marketing  plan. 


FARM  BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT 

Sponsored  by  John  Deere 

First  Place  Team:  Fruitland  FFA  Chapter, 

Fruitland,  Idaho 

High  Individual:  Ryan  Isom,  Fruitland,  Idaho 

FLORICULTURE 

Sponsored  by  American  Floral 
Endowment;  Ball  Horticultural 
Company;  and  The  Solaris  Group 
First  Place  Team:  Quartz  Hill  FFA  Chapter, 
Quartz  Hill,  Calif. 
High  Individual:  Jacob  Czarnick,  Genoa,  Neb. 

FORESTRY 

Sponsored  by  Champion  International 

Corporation;  Schrade  Cutlery;  and 

STIHL  Inc. 

First  PlaceTeam:  Pocahontas  FFA  Chapter, 

Dunmore,  W.V. 

High  Individual:  Morgan  Dale,  Dunmore,  W.V. 

HORSE 

Sponsored  by  Chrysler  Corporation 

Fund — Dodge  Trucks;  and  Manna  Pro 

Corporation,  "The  Calf  Manna® 

Company" 

First  Place  Team:  Arroyo  Grande  FFA  Chapter, 

Arroyo  Grande,  Calif. 

High  Individual:  Joshua  Shamblin,  Arroyo 

Grande,  Calif. 

LIVESTOCK 

Sponsored  by  Purina  Mills,  Inc. 
First  Place  Team:  Clovis  FFA  Chapter,  Clovis, 
Calif.;  Crater  FFA  Chapter,  Central  Point,  Ore. 
High  Individual:  Melissa  Wolf,  Central  Point,  Ore. 


MARKETING  PLAN 

Sponsored  by  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag 

Company 

First  Place  Team:  Wells  FFA  Chapter,  Wells,  Nev. 

MEATS  EVALUATION  AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

Sponsored  by  Excel  Corporation; 

Hormel  Foods  Corporation;  and  Oscar 

Mayer  Foods  Corporation 

First  Place  Team:  Hanford  FFA  Chapter, 

Hanford,  Calif. 

High  Individual:  Cobi  Elliott,  Hanford,  Calif. 

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE 

Sponsored  by  Kubota  Tractor 

Corporation;  Rhone-Poulenc  Ag 

Company;  Valent  U.S.A.  Corp.; 

American  Association  of  Nurserymen; 

and  Wholesale  Nursery  Growers  of 

America,  Incorporated 

First  Place  Team:  Chatham  Central  FFA 

Chapter,  Bear  Creek,  N.C. 

High  Individual:  Jeff  Brown,  Bear  Creek,  N.C. 

PARLIAMENTARY 
PROCEDURE 

Sponsored  by  Ciba  Plant  Protection 
First  Place  Team:  Carthage  FFA  Chapter, 
Carthage,  Mo. 

Runner-up  Team:  Kingfisher  FFA  Chapter, 
Kingfisher,  Okla. 

POULTRY 

Sponsored  by  Tyson  Foods,  Inc.  and 

American  Proteins,  Inc. 

First  Place  Team:  LaVernia  FFA  Chapter, 

LaVernia,  Texas 

High  Individual:  Jack  Higgms,  LaVernia,  Texas 
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Stars  Over  America  ^^^^ 


Film  sponsored  by  Federal  Crop 
Insurance  Corporation  and 
Universal  Dairy  Equipment,  Inc. 
Cash  awards  funded  by  the 
executive  sponsors  of  the  National 
FFA  Foundation,  Inc. 

The  moon  shone  brightly  over  the  Municipal 
Auditorium  Thursday  evening,  but  the  stars  were 
inside  the  arena. 

Eight  finalists  put  their  proudest  achievements 
on  display  in  the  Stars  Over  America  pageant.  In 
the  end,  only  two  would  receive  the  coveted  titles 
of  American  Star  Farmer  and  American  Star  in 
Agribusiness. 

Joined  by  family  members  and  chapter 
advisors,  the  finalists  shared  their  success  stories 
with  the  audience  through  a  film  showcasing 
their  agricultural  and  business  accomplishments. 

The  American  Star  in  Agribusiness  and  the 
American  Star  Farmer  each  received  $2,000.  In 
addition,  the  parents  of  the  winners  were 
presented  with  the  Honorary  American  FFA 
Degree.  The  national  finalists  each  earned  a 
$1,000  award,  and  all  eight  stars  received  plaques 
and  invitations  to  participate  in  a  10-day  Euro- 
pean agricultural  tour  next  summer. 


Wade  Kallevig,  21 
Willmar,  Minn. 
Willmar  FFA  Chapter 
American  Star  in  Agribusiness 

Kallevig  owns  and  operates  a  seed 
conditioning  plant  that  processes 
more  than  5  million  pounds  of 
soybeans  annually.  He  distributes 
his  product  locally,  regionally  and 
in  Japan. 


Randy  Petroshus,  21 

Allegan,  Mich. 
Hopkins  FFA  Chapter 
American  Star  Farmer 

Like  many  children  raised  on  a 
dairy  farm,  Petroshus'  first 
project  was  a  small  calf.  He  has 
since  built  his  herd  to  190  head 
of  Holsteins.  He  is  in  partnership 
with  his  family  and  they  are 
designing  and  planning  a  state- 
of-the-art  milking  facility. 
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Emotions  ran  high  as  the  winners  were  announced  in  the  Stars  Over  America  pageant  on  Thursday  evening.  American  Star  Farmer  Randy 
Petroshus  (left)  is  from  the  Hopkins  FFA  Chapter  and  lives  in  Allegan,  Mich.  The  American  Star  in  Agribusiness,  Wade  Kallevig  (right),  is 
a  member  of  the  Willmar  FFA  Chapter  in  Willmar,  Minn. 


AMERICAN  STAR  IN  AGRIBUSINESS  FINALISTS 


Chad  Eric  Reinhart,  21 

Normal,  III. 

Normal  Community  FFA  Chapter 

Reinhart  and  his  brother  Todd 
built  Reinhart  Landscaping  and 
Lawn  Care  from  a  summer  lawn 
mowing  service.  Their  business 
has  more  than  100  accounts  and 
they  have  developed  a  complete 
marketing  plan. 


Chad  Thixton,  21 

Salem,  Ind. 

Prosser  FFA  Chapter 

Thixton  invested  six  weeks  worth 
of  allowance  and  odd  job  money 
in  a  lawn  mower  before  starting 
high  school.  Now  his  company, 
Greenscape  Lawn  and 
Landscape,  Inc.,  is  accepting 
contracts  in  other  states. 


Larry  Edward  Duffner,  21 
Ephrata,  Wash. 
Ephrata  FFA  Cliapter 

Duffner  and  his  brother  Scott 
began  working  together  several 
years  ago  and  now  own  and 
operate  a  successful,  full-service 
haying  business.  They  cut,  bale 
and  unload  hay  for  their 
customers. 


AMERICAN  STAR  FARMER  FINALISTS 


Benji  Ortman,  21 

Westport,  bid. 

South  Decatur  FFA  Chapter 

Ortman  farms  266  acres  and  raises 
swine  and  cattle.  He  rebuilt  his 
enterprise  after  1987  when  he  was 
forced  to  sell  everything  while 
recovering  from  a  vehicle  accident. 


/.  Ryan  White,  21 

Sturgis,  Ky. 

Union  County  FFA  Chapter 

White  owns  three  farms  in 
partnership  with  his  brothers.  He 
also  manages  the  haying 
operation  for  the  family  farm 
which  averages  1 ,500  round 
bales,  28,000  square  bales  and 
5,000  bales  of  straw. 


Darrell  S.  Glodoiuski,  21 
Amherst  Junction,  Wis. 
Amherst  FFA  Chapter 

Glodowski  always  knew  he 
wanted  to  be  a  dairy  farmer,  but 
it  happened  a  bit  sooner  than  he 
planned.  When  he  was  18,  his 
father  was  paralyzed  in  a 
farming  accident.  Now  he  is 
buying  the  farm  from  his  parents. 
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National  Officer  Candidates 
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National  Officer  Candidates  reception  and  dinner  sponsored 
by  Miles  Inc.,  Agriculture  Division 


The  air  in  the  Municipal  Audito- 
rium was  riddled  with  tension  Satur- 
day afternoon  as  the  36  national  officer 
candidates  awaited  the  announcement 
that  would  determine  their  fates.  Only 
six  individuals  from  the  highly 
qualified  group  of  state  leaders  would 
be  selected  to  steer  the  national 
organization  for  the  coming  year,  and 
the  suspense  was  nearly  unbearable. 

The  officer  candidates  had  studied 
for  months  to  prepare  for  the  written 
examinations  and  interviews  that 
comprised  the  selection  process.  They 
also  had  to  qualify  for  the  FFA's 
highest  degree,  the  American  FFA 
Degree,  before  they  could  be  consid- 
ered for  a  national  post. 

The  task  of  finding  the  six  best 
candidates  among  this  outstanding 
group  fell  to  the  national  nominating 
committee,  which  worked  all  week  to 
make  its  final  decision.  The  results  of 
its  efforts  are  listed  on  page  70,  where 
you  can  read  about  the  1995-96 
national  FFA  president,  secretary  and 
four  regional  vice  presidents. 


ALABAMA:  Clara-Leigh  Horn,  Ashville 
ARIZONA:  Shelly  Stewart,  Gilbert 
ARKANSAS:  Joseph  Ham,  Nettleton 
CALIFORNIA:  Heather  Benson,  Tulare  Union 
COLORADO:  Jesse  Donaldson,  Valley 
FLORIDA:  Erin  Johnson,  Plant  City  Senior 
GEORGIA:  Ruthie  Webb,  Morgan  County 
IDAHO:  Amy  Jo  Burrie,  Melba 
ILLINOIS:  Jason  Dunseth,  Northwestern 
INDIANA:  Joe  Caffee,  South  Adams 
IOWA:  Kevin  Hardy,  Southern  Cal 
KANSAS:  Emily  Harsch,  Marais  des  Cygnes 
Valley 

KENTUCKY:  Jodie  P'Pool,  Trigg  County 
LOUISIANA:  Clint  Yates,  Oak  Grove 
MASSACHUSETTS:  Matthew  Hooper,  Essex 
MICHIGAN:  Kara  Endsley,  Hastings 
MINNESOTA:  Tracy  Mickelson,  Lanesboro 
MISSISSIPPI:  Monte  Ladner,  Carthage 
MISSOURI:  Philip  Kleiboeker,  Pierce  City 
NEBRASKA:  Seth  Derner,  Wheeler  Central 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  Meredith  Davis,  Fall 
Mountain  Regional 
NEW  MEXICO:  Tami  Wells,  Estancia 
NEW  YORK:  William  Catania,  Westfield 
NORTH  CAROLINA:  Raymond  Starling,  Midway 
OHIO:  Vince  Lyons,  Cardington 


OKLAHOMA:  C.  C.  Vernon  III,  Morrison 

PENNSYLVANIA:  Scott  Stone,  Williamsburg 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Dawn  Nagel,  Gettysburg 

TEXAS:  Andy  McCall,  Cypress  Creek 

UTAH:  Shantell  Ogden,  Richfield 

VERMONT:  Catharina  (Cristy)  de  Boer, 

Vergennes 

VIRGINIA:  Chase  Lowe,  Floyd  County 

WASHINGTON:  Kyle  Kimble,  Pomeroy 

WEST  VIRGINIA:  Isaac  Lewis,  Mineral  County 

WISCONSIN:  Natalie  Parmentier,  Green  Bay 

Preble 

WYOMING:  Cody  Wagner,  John  B.  Kendrick 
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The  36  national  officer  candidates  endured  intensive  interviews,  written  exams  and  long  days  to  vie  for  the  opportunity  to  serve  as  a  member 
of  the  1995-96  national  officer  team. 
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National  Extemporaneous 
Speaking  Contest  <^^? 

Sponsored  by  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 

Quick  thinking  is  the  name  of  the  game  in  the  National  FFA  Extemporaneous 
Speaking  Contest.  After  drawing  topics  from  a  list,  contestants  have  only 
30  minutes  to  prepare  a  four-  to  six-minute  speech.  Then,  the  speakers  answer 
questions  asked  by  a  panel  of  judges. 

Marie  Tornberg,  Beresford,  S.D.,  discovered  how  profitable  thinking  on  her 
feet  could  be  when  she  was  named  the  winner  of  this  year's  contest.  Tornberg's 
speech,  which  garnered  her  a  $300  prize,  was  titled  "Should  the  United  States 
Agricultural  Industry  be  a  Competitor  or  a  Collaborator  in  International 
Agriculture?" 

Finalists  also  received  cash  awards.  Second  place  speaker  Alex  D.  Stemme  of 
the  Hermann,  Mo.,  FFA  Chapter  took  home  $275.  Third  and  fourth  place  speak- 
ers Amber  Brady,  of  Clyde,  Texas  FFA,  and  Jonathan  Smith,  of  the  Empire  FFA 
Chapter  in  Duncan,  Okla.,  won  $250  and  $225,  respectively. 


NATIONAL  WINNER: 

Marie  Tornberg 
Beresford,  S.  D. 

SECOND  PLACE: 

Alex  D.  Stemme 
Hermann,  Mo. 

THIRD  PLACE: 

Amber  Brady 
Clyde,  Texas 

FOURTH  PLACE: 

Jonathan  Smith 
Empire,  Okla. 


National  Extemporaneous  Speaking  Contest  winner 
Marie  Tornberg  of  Beresford,  S.D.,  explained  her  views 
on  the  United  States'  role  in  international  agriculture 
during  her  winning  presentation. 


Should  the  United 
States  Agricultural 
Industry  Be  a 
Competitor  or 
Collaborator  in 
International 
Agriculture? 

Being  an  FFA 
member  has  provided 
me  with  some  tremen- 
dous opportunities. 
During  the  summer  of 
1994, 1  participated  in 
the  Russian  Agriculture 
Leadership  Exchange. 
During  our  tour  of 
Russian  farms,  we 
learned  first-hand  about 
the  interdependence  of 
world  farm  economy. 

Agriculture  today  is 
dependent  on  markets 
all  around  the  world.  As 
most  countries  seem  to 
become  closer  to  ours, 
we  must  be  responsible 
for  understanding  our 
new  customers'  preferences  and 
concerns.  In  today's  changing 
economy,  we  must  be  both  a  competi- 
tor and  a  collaborator  in  order  to  meet 
the  world's  food  needs  and  also  to  help 
U.S.  farmers. 

I'd  like  to  analyze  this  subject  in  two 
basic  points  of  analysis.  First  of  all,  we 
must  compete  in  order  to  keep  the 
agricultural  industry  in  America  going; 
and  secondly,  we  must  collaborate  to 
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get  these  products  sold. 

Let's  go  back  to  that  first  point  of 
analysis.  There  are  many  reasons  why 
we  need  to  compete.  One  of  the  major 
reasons  is  that  exports  are  so  important 
to  the  U.S.  farm  economy.  In  fact, 
according  to  a  newspaper  called  The 
Neighbor  from  October  6,  30  cents  of 
every  dollar  U.S.  farmers  make  is  due 
to  exports.  This  money  helps  U.S. 
farmers  and  other  people  who  are 
related  to  agricultural  production  in 
America. 

Now,  according  to  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Dan  Glickman,  agricul- 
tural exports  this  year  are  expected  to 
be  $53  billion.  This  is  16  percent  of  our 
gross  national  product  and  it  greatly 
contributes  to  a  positive  balance  of 
trade  in  America.  Countries  around  the 
world  are  willing  to  buy  U.S.  products 
because  they  are  very  good  products 
and  because  they  are  also  very  cheap. 
In  the  United  States  we  usually  only 
are  willing  to  pay  about  10  percent  of 
our  income  for  food,  but  in  Europe 
they'll  pay  twice  that  much  and 
countries  like  China  and  India  devote 
almost  50  percent  of  their  income 
towards  buying  food.  They  are  willing 
to  pay  for  American  products  and 
exports  are  necessary  for  the  farm 
economy  today.  But  in  order  to  get 
these  products  sold  we  must  collabo- 
rate with  other  countries.  As  you  will 
see  in  my  second  point  of  analysis, 
collaboration  is  good  both  for  the 
United  States  farmer  and  for  people  in 
other  countries. 

According  to  an  article  in  the  Wall 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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Extemporaneous  Public  Speaking 

(Continued from  page  15) 


Street  Journal  from  October  26,  agree- 
ments such  as  NAFTA  and  GATT  have 
helped  improve  the  amount  of  exports, 
especially  in  agriculture,  that  the 
United  States  is  seeing  right  now. 
NAFTA  is  an  agreement  between 
Canada,  Mexico  and  the  United  States. 
Since  its  passage,  exports  from  the  U.S. 
have  increased  by  30  percent.  The 
General  Agreement  on  Trade  and 
Tariffs  (GATT)  doesn't  seek  to  elimi- 
nate trade  barriers,  but  it  does  decrease 
many  of  them  in  many  countries 
around  the  world. 

This  is  a  very  positive  thing  for  U.S. 
producers,  because  our  products  are  of 
such  high  quality  and  at  such  cheap 
prices  a  lot  of  people  in  other  countries 
are  afraid  of  importing  so  much.  They 
want  to  protect  their  farmers  so  they 
set  up  a  wall  around  their  own 
country. 

The  United  States  can  use  agree- 
ments like  GATT  and  NAFTA  to 
eliminate  this  wall,  but  at  the  same 
time  we  must  collaborate  and  eliminate 
all  unfair  trade  barriers.  In  that  way  we 
can  improve  our  relations  with  other 
countries  while  still  being  able  to 
compete  with  them  in  order  to  get  a 
share  of  the  market.  In  addition,  we 
must  collaborate  through  joint  interna- 
tional research  projects.  We  can  help 
improve  technology  in  all  countries 
and  our  own  by  working  together. 

Finally,  we  must  not  just  look  at 
competition  when  we  are  trying  to 
meet  the  world's  food  needs.  In  fact, 
750  million  people  are  starving  every 
day  due  to  a  lack  of  food  in  their 
countries.  The  United  States  cannot 
always  make  competition  its  number 
one  concern,  but  instead  must  feed 
these  people  in  other  countries  as  well, 
by  being  a  collaborator  with  the  world 
market. 

So,  in  answer  to  the  question: 
should  the  United  States  be  a  collabo- 
rator or  a  competitor?  The  answer  is 
yes,  we  should  do  both  and  we  can.  As 
I  learned  in  Russia,  the  U.S.  farmer  can 
benefit  a  lot  by  exporting  but,  at  the 
same  time,  we  must  be  sure  that  we 
realize  the  importance  of  the  interna- 
tional market  by  being  collaborators 
with  these  people. 


National  Prepared  ^^^7* 
Public  Speaking  Contest 


Sponsored  by  FMC  Corporation, 
Agricultural  Products  Group 


Hillary  Smith  had  a  long  road  to 
travel  from  Perry,  Ga.,  to  the  National 
Finals  Stage  for  the  prepared  public 
speaking  contest.  The  end  of  that  road 
led  to  success  as  Smith  delivered  her 
speech  entitled  "I  Believe"  and 
captured  the  title  of  National  FFA 
Prepared  Public  Speaking  contest 
winner  for  1995. 

Smith  worked  her  way  through 
preliminary  speaking  rounds  until  she 
made  it  to  the  top  as  one  of  the  four 
national  finalists.  The  nervous  yet 
poised  members  presented  their  six-  to 
eight-minute  prepared  speeches  before 
judges  and  a  vast  audience  in  the 
National  Finals  Hall.  The  speakers  also 
entertained  questions  following  their 
presentations. 

In  recognition  of  her  efforts,  Smith 
received  a  $300  cash  award.  The  other 
three  finalists  received  $275,  $250  and 
$225  for  second,  third  and  fourth 
places,  respectively. 

NATIONAL  WINNER: 

Hillary  Smith 
Perry,  Ga. 

SECOND  PLACE: 

Mark  Gardner 
Culver,  Ore. 

THIRD  PLACE: 

Bridget  Barnes 
Ruby  Mountain,  Nev. 

FOURTH  PLACE: 

Barry  Denton 
Hatfield,  Ark. 


"I  Believe" 

"1  believe  in  the  future  of  agriculture 
with  a  faith  horn  not  of  words  hut  of  deeds- 
achievements  won  by  the  present  and  past 
generations  of  agriculturists;  in  the 
promise  of  better  days  through  better  ways, 
even  as  the  better  things  we  now  enjoy 
have  come  to  us  from  the  struggles  of 
former  years. " 

You  recognize  this  as  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  FFA  Creed.  This 
passage  illustrates  a  yearning  for  a 
better  day  through  technology.  Stone 
Age  farmers  began  this  trend.  They 
selected  only  the  most  productive 
seeds  to  replant  in  their  gardens.  Today 
this  process  continues.  Scientists  and 
researchers  are  using  biotechnology 
and  genetic  engineering  to  increase 
agricultural  productivity,  to  help  meet 
the  demands  on  the  American  farmer, 
and  to  help  meet  the  future  needs  of 
the  world's  population. 

Progressive  agriculturists  of  every 
era  have  used  different  techniques 
continually  moving  agriculture 
forward.  "Advances  in  biotechnology 
will  speed  the  development  of  plants 
and  animals  resistant  to  diseases  and 
pests  and  can  thus  increase  agricultural 
profitability  while  protecting  the 
environment,"  says  Agriculture  and  the 
Environment,  the  annual  publication  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Genetic 
engineering  is  quickly  changing  our 
world.  From  lettuce  to  leather,  agricul- 
tural products  are  being  transformed. 

For  example,  one  of  the  newest 
products  available  to  farmers  is 
B.t.  cotton,  a  genetically  engineered 
plant.  This  cotton  contains  a  protein 
that  kills  three  of  cotton's  biggest  pests. 
While  these  plants  sound  ideal  for  pest 
control,  some  fear  that  the  caterpillar 
will  soon  become  resistant  to  the 
protein.  This  resistance  would  allow 
farmers  only  a  few  effective  pesticides 
to  use,  since  this  protein  is  currently  an 
ingredient  in  some  pesticides.  This  past 
spring  B.t.  cotton  was  found  to  be 
extremely  successful  and  it  should  be 
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available  to  farmers  everywhere  this 
spring. 

Genetic  researchers  also  study  plant 
hardiness.  Three  separate  teams  of 
scientists  recently  isolated  genes  that 
will  allow  plants  to  resist  fungi, 
bacteria  and  viruses,  eliminating  the 
need  for  deadly  pesticides.  The  genes 
are  in  different  plants,  but  in  the  same 
part  of  the  genetic  code.  This  should 
make  transferring  the  genes  into  other 
plants  relatively  easy.  The  N  gene  in 
tobacco  fights  viruses,  the  L6  gene  in 
flax  prevents  fungal  infections,  and  the 
RSP2  gene  in  the  mustard  plant  resists 
bacterial  infections.  This  new  and 
exciting  discovery  should  make  disease 
control  much  easier  for  farmers  and 
safer  for  consumers. 

Genetic  engineering  not  only  helps 
the  plant  industry,  it  also  benefits  the 
livestock  industry.  Dairy  cows  around 
the  country  are  being  given  a  bovine 
growth  hormone,  specifically  bovine 
somatotropin,  but  commonly  known  as 
BST.  The  cows  are  injected  with  the 
naturally  occurring  hormone  and  they 
then  yield  more  milk.  Each  cow  is 
given  a  shot  once  every  two  weeks  and 
the  cost  for  farmers  averages  forty-five 
cents  per  cow  per  day.  Tom  Craig,  a 
Pennsylvania  dairy  farmer,  says  that 
trial  runs  on  his  farm  showed  a 
10-20  percent  increase  in  production 
with  relatively  few  health  problems  for 
the  herd. 

While  genetically  engineered  plants 
and  animals  are  certainly  beneficial  to 
agriculture,  their  use  comes  with  much 
responsibility.  The  first 
genetically  altered 
tomatoes  will  soon  be 
reaching  grocery  markets 
nationwide.  These  plants 
are  feared  by  some 
consumer  groups,  but 
overall  consumption  and 
satisfaction  are  high.  One 
of  the  biggest  biotechnology  controver 
sies  of  late  is  the  one  surrounding  BST 
milk.  Some  groups  call  it  synthetic 
milk,  detest  the  sale  of  it,  and  are 
demanding  milk-labeling  laws.  Others 
see  it  as  a  breakthrough  technology 
that  has  arrived  just  in  time  to  help 
meet  the  ever-increasing  demands  on 
the  American  farmer.  Whatever  the 
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"Every  field  of  science  is  experiencing  a  conversion  from  the  usual  to  the 
unbelievable, "  said  Hillary  Smith.  The  Perry,  Ga.  FFA  member's  speech,  "I 
Believe,"  took  the  national  prize  of  $300  in  the  prepared  public  speaking 
contest. 


opinion,  one  thing  is  for  certain;  the 
war  over  genetically  altered  products 
is  one  that  companies  will  fight  but 
ultimately  consumers  will  decide. 
The  entire  world  is  experiencing  a 
transformation 

...the  war  over  genetically 
altered  products  is  one  that 
companies  will  fight  but 
ultimately  consumers 
will  decide. 


II 


like  never 
before.  Perhaps 
the  core  of  the 
transformations 
are  the  way  in 
which  the 
changes  occur. 
The  methods 
used  in  science  to  bring  about  these 
changes  are  revolutionary.  Genes  are 
the  instruction  manuals  for  the 
behavior  of  organisms,  and  they  are 
being  altered  to  better  suit  humans  and 
their  wants  and  needs. 

No  area  of  agriculture  is  excluded 
from  genetic  engineering.  We  are 
living  in  a  world  in  which  everything 
is  being  affected  by  gene  alterations. 
The  effects  of  genetic  engineering  are 
both  enormous  and  widespread.  Every 
field  of  science  is  experiencing  a 
conversion  from  the  usual  to  the 
unbelievable.  Technology  comes  in 


many  forms,  from  the  cultivation  of  the 
seed  to  the  protection  of  the  environ- 
ment, but  it  is  always  important  to  the 
continuation  of  man.  Biotechnology 
and  genetic  engineering  seem  to  be  the 
answer  to  the  problems  of  today's 
world.  Genetic  engineering  is  the  most 
important  form  of  biotechnology,  and 
it  is  truly  revolutionizing  today's  and 
tomorrow's  agriculture. 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  FFA  Creed 
says:  I  believe  that  American  agricul- 
ture can  and  will  hold  true  to  the  best 
traditions  of  our  national  life  and  that  I 
can  exert  an  influence  in  my  home  and 
community  which  will  stand  solid  for 
my  part  in  that  inspiring  task. 

I  do  believe  that  American  agricul- 
ture will  hold  true  and  part  of  its 
future  will  be  biotechnology  and 
genetic  engineering.  We  can  influence 
our  homes  and  communities  and  our 
continued  belief  in  American  agricul- 
ture will  be  a  major  part  of  the  influ- 
ence. We  as  FFA  members  can  help 
bridge  the  gap  between  yesterday's 
agriculture  and  tomorrow's 
bioengineered  world. 
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American  FFA  Degrees  ^&5&^ 


Sponsored  by  American  Cyanamid  Company,  Agricultural 
Products  Division;  Case  Corporation;  Farm  Credit  System; 
and  Pioneer  Hi-Bred  International,  Inc. 

The  FFA  presented  its  highest  degree  to  1,466  deserving  members  Friday 
afternoon  as  proud  parents,  advisors  and  friends  cheered.  Prior  to  the  ceremony, 
American  FFA  Degree  recipients  were  treated  to  a  luncheon,  courtesy  of  their 
National  FFA  Foundation  sponsors,  listed  above.  To  commemorate  their 
achievement,  each  recipient  received  a  golden  key  and  certificate  on  stage. 


Elgin,  Okla.  members  Dale  Miller  and  Sarah  Kelsey  celebrated  receiving  their  American  FFA 
Degrees  with  their  advisor,  Dale  Renschaiv.  The  Elgin  FFA  was  also  a  Gold  Emblem  Chapter 
this  year. 


ALABAMA:  Billy  J.  Banks,  West  Blocton;  Ezra 
Barnett,  Ardmore;  James  H.  Bates  II,  Clements; 
John  D.  Bates,  Tanner;  Allan  Britnell,  Mt.  Hope; 
Jamie  Brothers,  Douglas;  Steven  Drake, 
Tanner;  Mary  E.  Ellis,  WS  Neal;  James  S. 
Flournoy,  Smiths  Station;  Eric  J.  Fuller, 
Russellville;  Eric  W.  Gillespie,  East  Lawrence; 
Jeffrey  R.  Glass,  Russellville;  Daniel  Gray,  East 
Lawrence;  Jason  E.  Green,  Russellville;  Michael 
W.  Hargrove,  Clements;  Teh  E.  Head,  Smiths 
Station;  Mathew  Jones,  East  Lawrence; 
Benjamin  R.  Lauderdale,  Elkmont;  Timothy  W. 
Lea,  Ider;  Austin  Marsh,  Tanner;  Frederick  E. 
Martin,  Coffee  Springs;  Jarod  Massey,  Red  Bay; 
Adam  Z.  Sconyers,  Daleville;  Chad  D.  Segars, 
Speake;  Kelly  P.  Shehee,  Hartford;  Jere  L. 
Smith,  Smiths  Station;  Steven  T.  Smith,  East 


Lawrence;  Stephen  Lawayne  Thomas,  Opelika; 
David  E.  Tillman,  Ider;  Shawn  Warnke, 
Vinemont;  Paul  Wilcoxson,  Mt.  Hope 
ARIZONA:  Scott  T.  Accomazzo,  Tolleson;  Lindy 
Gail  Allen,  Antelope;  Marilyn  Blomquist, 
Antelope;  Keith  Trexton  Boyle,  Gilbert;  Martin 
Carmichael,  Peoria;  Chadd  Mitchell  Garcia, 
Cibola;  Jason  Dean  Holzgrafe,  Tolleson;  Greg 
Miller,  Yuma;  Marcos  Moore  II,  Antelope;  Daniel 
Jason  Phipps,  Antelope;  Eryn  Zoe  Ramsey, 
Antelope;  Karen  Elizabeth  Salyers,  Agua  Fria; 
Ian  Patrick  Sharp,  Antelope;  Elizabeth  Ann 
Shields,  Gilbert;  Daniel  H.  Skousen,  Antelope; 
Shelly  N.  Stewart,  Gilbert 
ARKANSAS:  Carol  A.  Bettis,  Quitman;  Joseph 
V.  Ham,  Nettleton;  Timothy  K.  Moore,  Valley 
Springs;  Jeremy  G.  Powell,  Mountain  Home; 


Jeffrey  R.  Priebe,  Mountain  Home;  Sara  G. 
Wallace,  Mountain  Home 
CALIFORNIA:  Julie  M.  Ables-Kingsbury, 
Tehachapi;  Katie  Africa,  Sonoma;  Walter  J. 
Alamo,  Gustine;  Christian  Arnst,  Kingsburg; 
Bertha  Ayala,  Gait;  Paul  G.  Baker,  Sanger; 
Denelle  Bakker,  Chowchilla;  Brian  Barr,  Dixon; 
Josh  Bennetts,  Mt.  Whitney;  Heather  Benson, 
Tulare  Union;  Jessica  Blair,  Jurupa  Valley; 
Whitney  Braziel,  Elk  Grove;  Heather  Brock,  Gait; 
Robin  Brown,  Rosamond;  Shaun  Caetano, 
Gustine;  Michael  Carvalho,  Turlock;  Kelly 
Chalupnik,  Brawley;  Deanne  L.  Cleek,  Exeter; 
Rachel  Colacchia,  Sonoma;  Jason  Colburn, 
Fallbrook;  Joada  Cowart,  Monache;  Chuck 
Cozzitorto,  Hilmar;  Jody  L  Cummings,  Shandon; 
Shawn  Dahlquist,  La  Sierra;  Alana  Danley, 
Maxwell;  Amy  DeRose,  Atascadero;  Mike  Dinis, 
Le  Grand;  Joe  Ehli,  Fullerton;  Brenda  Eshleman, 
Serrano;  William  Eshleman  Jr.,  Serrano;  Nina  M. 
Esparza,  Imperial;  Janean  Evans,  Gait;  Julie 
Evans,  Tomales;  Carson  Farino,  Madera; 
Michelle  Ferguson,  Mt.  Whitney;  Brian 
Fitzgerald,  Madera;  Jessica  Rae  Fitzgerald, 
Fresno-Central;  Amy  L.  Fletcher,  Righetti; 
Fernando  Flores,  La  Sierra;  Patricia  Fox,  Don 
Lugo;  Denise  Aimee  Furtado,  Turlock;  Erica 
Gomes,  Tulare  Western;  Kent  Gomes,  Tulare 
Western;  Michael  Gomes,  Madera;  Jeremy 
Gorham,  El  Centra;  Robert  Guillen,  Gonzales; 
Heather  A.  Hepner,  Caruthers;  Anthony  Hunt, 
Mt.  Whitney;  Rebekah  J.  Hunter,  Fowler; 
Jennifer  S.  Hurley,  Exeter;  Jason  Jackson, 
Kingsburg;  Peter  D.  Jackson,  McKinleyville; 
Mathew  A.  Jones,  Lemoore;  Eugene  Kandarian, 
Fowler;  Brian  King,  Petaluma;  Bronwen  King, 
Selma;  Andrew  Krogh,  Escondido;  Michael  D. 
Langridge,  Don  Lugo;  Rusty  Lantsberger,  Kern 
Valley;  Cassaundra  Largent,  Sanger;  Larry 
Lewis,  Fullerton;  Chad  M.  Lindley,  Gonzales; 
Trina  Lipopolt,  Fullerton;  Ryan  Logoluso, 
Madera;  Jimmy  Maberto,  Gait;  Tammy  Lynn 
MacDonald,  Elk  Grove;  Oscar  Martinez, 
Chowchilla;  Ryan  Matheron,  Hilmar;  Anne  Matz, 
Corning;  Brennan  Mauk,  Gait;  Michael 
McDowell,  Clarksburg-Delta;  LeAnn  I.  McPeters, 
Madera;  Alan  McWilliams,  Shandon;  Kevin 
Mello,  Gait;  David  Miller,  Fullerton;  Jake  Miller, 
Lemoore;  Carter  Moe,  Gait;  John  Moffatt,  Kern 
Valley;  Mike  Moore,  North  High;  Elias  Murguia, 
Righetti;  Cindy  M.  Nimphius,  Oakdale;  Noel 
Nunes,  Atwater;  Stacie  Oesterreich,  Dixon; 
Jenny-Lynn  Oilar,  Corning;  Joe  Oliveira  Jr., 
Hilmar;  Shannon  Orisio,  Tulare  Western;  Jeff 
Pacheco,  Gait;  Lucas  Pedotti,  Forestville;  Jason 
W.  Pemberton,  Corcoran;  Tim  Perry,  Hilmar; 
Stacy  Petitt,  Chowchilla;  Sara  F.  Pettis, 
Healdsburg;  Drew  Porter,  Tomales;  Cory 
Rausser,  Gait;  Diana  Rezendes,  Chowchilla; 
Jason  Rocha,  Gait;  Christopher  Rodrigues  Jr., 
Lemoore;  Mandy  Rommel,  Atwater; 


Mike  Sanchez,  La  Sierra; 
Kerry  Schrum,  Porterville; 
Amy  Schulte,  Woodland; 
Steven  Sesock,  Madera; 
Jaime  Shelby,  Sonora-La 
Habra;  Dawn  Smith, 
Palmdale;  Dan  Somsak, 
Fullerton;  Jim  Stephenson, 
North  High;  Allison  A. 
Tassey,  Atwater;  Seth 
Tillery,  Monache;  Melissa 
A.  Valle,  Exeter;  Shana  Van 
Alen,  Madera;  Theodore 
Van  Steyn,  Elk  Grove;  Kim 
Vanderwood,  Vista;  James 
Vann,  Williams;  Max  Vann, 
Williams;  Jim  Ventura, 
Gustine;  Brian  Vercruse, 
Tulare  Union;  Michael 
Vivenzi,  Fresno-Central; 
Joe  Wegat,  Gait;  Brian 
Taylor  Whitefield,  Righetti; 
Rebecca  Wiles,  San 
Marcos;  Bobby  Wilson,  Le 
Grand;  Jayme  Wilson, 
Imperial;  Michael  Witte, 
Palmdale;  Jason  Young, 
Fullerton;  Mark  Young, 
Kingsburg;  Paul 
Zimmerman,  Tomales 
COLORADO:  Tyler  J.  Andersen,  Flagler;  Bradly 
D.  Anderson,  Sterling;  Kristie  Blake,  New 
Raymer;  Kindra  Brandner,  Yuma;  Devin  Cossel, 
Pueblo  County;  Wayne  Counts,  Moffat  County; 
Mark  Crane,  Pritchett;  Rachel  N.  Fehringer, 
Peetz;  Dawneen  Ferguson,  Eaton;  Ryan  Wade 
Froman,  Pueblo  County;  David  L.  Guy,  Hi- 
Plains;  Jason  K.  Hardwick,  Idalia;  Joseph  P. 
Hatch  Jr.,  Platte  Valley;  Michael  Wayne  Hinkle, 
Pueblo  County;  Glen  Hogan,  Yuma;  Kurt  Allen 
Houghton,  Merino;  Derek  Jackson,  Eaton; 
Donna  Karspeck,  Hoehne;  Adrienne 
Kastendieck,  Custer  County;  Brian  J.  Kinnison, 
Yuma;  Chad  P.  Lauer,  Sterling;  Leisa  Ley,  Platte 
Valley;  Meribeth  Lomkin,  Valley;  Crandal 
Mergelman,  Cedaredge;  Tammy  Miller,  Valley; 
Serjio  Munoz,  Eaton;  Thomas  R.  Olin,  Valley; 
Chris  Oswald,  Kit  Carson;  Jamie  J.  Pittington, 
North  Park;  Cindy  A.  Raith,  Valley;  Clayton  J. 
Rizzi,  Alamosa;  Gail  Renee  Rumsey,  Valley; 
Jarred  P.  Safer,  Valley;  Kyle  Schoenberg, 
Sterling;  Clay  Smith,  Burlington;  Thomas 
Anthony  Smits,  Wiggins;  Will  D.  Spence, 
Montrose;  Josh  Weimer,  Lamar;  Cameron  R. 
Weisdorfer,  Kit  Carson;  William  Weisenhom, 
Holly;  Grant  A.  Wieser,  Idalia 
CONNECTICUT:  Robert  A.  Hubbard,  Suffield 
DELAWARE:  Todd  F.  Lawson,  Sussex  Central; 
Jay  Stachecki,  Smyrna;  Stacey  T.  Warner, 
Milford;  Heather  M.  Warren,  Caesar  Rodney 
FLORIDA:  James  L.  Anderson  III,  Deland; 
Marion  Lanson  Bishop  III,  Lake  Butler;  Joel  S. 
Camp,  South  Sumter;  William  J.  Clark,  Lake 
Gibson  Senior;  Kelly  G.  Conley,  North  Marion; 


Receiving  the  American  FFA  Degree  was  a  proud  moment  not  only  for  Jesus  TrujiUo  (center),  but  for  his  family 
as  well.  Pictured  (from  left)  with  Trujillo  is  his  mother  Pita;  his  sister  Teresa,  who  is  also  an  FFA  member;  and  his 
father  Ruben.  The  family  is  from  Artesia,  N.M. 


Hal  R.  Courson,  Lake  Butler;  Christopher  A. 
Cowart,  Bronson;  Jason  L.  Davison,  Lake  Butler; 
Keith  Dempsey,  Kathleen  Senior;  Terry  D. 
Elixson  Jr.,  Lake  Butler;  Bradley  E.  Etheridge, 
Williston  Senior;  Ira  J.  Gainey  Jr.,  Lake  Butler; 
Arthur  Hammaker,  Lake  Weir;  Christopher 
Holcomb,  Armwood;  Donald  A.  Lane,  Chiefland; 
Scott  E.  Lundy,  Moore  Haven;  Charles 
McDaniel,  Sneads;  J.  J.  Neel,  Sneads;  Rodney 
Allen  Philbrick,  Lake  Weir;  Susan  J.  Shiver, 
Graceville;  Kimberly  Smith,  East  Bay;  Josh 
Suggs,  Lake  Butler;  Megan  E.  Tanner, 
Dunnellon;  Justin  A.  Wade,  Evans;  Amie  Leigh 
Wilkins,  Deland;  Keith  Wynn,  Hamilton  County; 
Jennifer  L.  Yost,  Deland 

GEORGIA:  Ashley  L.  Edwards,  Jackson  County; 
Kevin  E.  Gay,  Colquitt;  William  B.  Godwin, 
Georgia  Association;  Sherrie  L.  Isbell,  Franklin 
County;  Jeff  A.  Lamb,  Turner  County;  Jason  E. 
Mallard,  Portal 

IDAHO:  Brett  S.  Bingham,  Burley;  William  A. 
Brackett,  Filer;  Amy  J.  Burrie,  Melba;  Misty  J. 
Burrows,  Middleton;  Amanda  Crump,  Grace;  Eric 
Drees,  Vallivue;  Justin  Engberson,  West 
Jefferson;  Clint  Gentillon,  Snake  River;  Cynthia 
A.  Hooper,  Hagerman;  Jalin  Lovell,  Ririe;  Brock 
A.  Mitchell,  Declo;  Jeremy  Nalder,  Malad;  Jana 
J.  Parkhurst,  Declo;  Glen  L.  Ritchie,  Madison; 
Todd  Tewalt,  Meridian;  Robin  M.  Zabel,  Kuna 
ILLINOIS:  Amy  J.  Adams,  Mt.  Vernon;  Ronelle 
M.  Boldt,  Seneca;  Robert  E.  Brown  II,  Leroy; 
Allyn  E.  Buhrow,  Ashton;  Tadgh  J.  Davis, 
Petersburg  Porta;  Darrell  J.  DeMont,  Orion; 
Douglas  J.  DeWilde,  Waterloo;  Julie  A.  Donley, 


Liberty;  Chad  M.  Heimsoth,  Marengo;  Jared  C. 
Jahraus,  South  Central;  Doug  Johnson, 
Brimfield;  Kevin  Juelfs,  Waterloo;  David  Knupp, 
Alexis;  Austin  Konkel,  Pinckneyville;  Bryan 
Lamburth,  Egyptian;  Richard  Lehn,  Mulberry 
Grove;  Brian  A.  Mayer,  Pinckneyville;  Scott  J. 
McDermott,  Waterloo;  Kevin  D.  Monk,  Iroquois 
West;  Jenny  Morris,  Eureka;  Brent  P.  Portz, 
Marissa;  Michael  Potthast,  Greenville;  Chad  E. 
Reinhart,  Normal  Community;  David  L. 
Reiniesch  Jr.,  Gillespie;  Shawn  T.  Richardson, 
South  Central;  Andrea  Rupert,  Nokomis; 
Michele  Schnitz,  Serena;  Katrina  A.  Spear, 
Armstrong;  Moriah  K.  Steward,  Clinton;  Rana  L. 
Stripe,  Galesburg;  Ryan  M.  Tate,  Northwestern; 
Jamie  Van  Dyke,  North  Clay;  Donald  A.  Wall, 
Greenville;  Shannon  D.  Walter,  Massac;  Aaron 
D.  Wilken,  Iroquois  West;  Matthew  D. 
Zimmerman,  Eureka 

INDIANA:  Darren  J.  Bailey,  Delphi;  Linda  M. 
Bailey,  Owen  Valley;  Mark  D.  Bauman,  South 
Adams;  Ed  Bowman,  Western  Boone;  Kimberly 
J.  Carter,  Western  Boone;  Jennifer  J.  Dankert, 
Bremen;  Matt  Davis,  Franklin;  Patrick  D. 
Duncan,  Franklin;  Travis  Fredenburg, 
Shenandoah;  Craig  L  Fuller,  Twin  Lakes;  Tracy 
M.  George,  NorthWood;  Pamela  Geswein,  North 
Harrison;  Brad  A.  Hieber,  Woodlan;  James  R. 
Hoffarth,  Mooresville;  Kenneth  J.  Johns,  Owen 
Valley;  Jason  Kilmer,  Tri  County;  Jason  King, 
Adams  Central;  George  W.  Krom  IV,  Rochester; 
Matthew  E.  Lee,  Knightstown;  Kirk  Long,  Clinton 
Central;  Majesta  McDaniel,  Blue  River  Valley; 

(Continued  on  page  20) 
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American  FFA  Degrees 


(Continued  from  page  19) 


One  of  the  proudest  moments  for  any  FFA  member  is  achieving  the  highest  degree  in  the 
organization.  This  moment  also  offered  pride  to  teachers  like  Regina  Fritsch,  advisor  to  Todd 
Stephens,  an  American  FFA  Degree  recipient  from  the  Scott  County  FFA  Chapter,  Ky. 


Patty  Jo  McDill,  Liberty;  Carl  Meek,  Cloverdale; 
Chad  A.  Meeks,  Southern  Wells;  Benji  Ortman, 
South  Decatur;  Paul  W.  Rumple,  Adams 
Central;  Mary  I.  Runion,  South  Decatur;  Andrew 
R.  Schafstall,  Seymour;  Justin  T.  Schneider, 
Brownstown  Central;  Rodney  L.  Schroeder,  Mt. 
Vernon;  Angela  R.  Scott,  Southern  Wells; 
Howard  A.  Setzer,  Mooresville;  Elizabeth  A. 
Simon,  Switzerland  Co.;  Jason  D.  Spriggs, 
Owen  Valley;  Kurt  I.  Stump,  Prairie  Heights; 
Chad  A.  Thixton,  Prosser;  Bari  Watkins, 
Shenandoah;  Dean  M.  Yeager,  Clinton  Central; 
Joshua  L.  Zeigler,  South  Adams 
IOWA:  Jeremy  Mark  Ames,  Rockwell-Sheffield; 
Daniel  Eugene  Belzer,  Albia;  Brian  Louis  Bickel, 
Mount  Ayr;  Adam  Donald  Boddicker,  North  Linn; 
Justin  Douglas  Boender,  Oskaloosa;  Tige  L. 
Bral,  Marengo;  Jason  Michael  Brockshus, 
Sibley-Ocheyedan;  Brian  Brodersen,  Charter 
Oak-Ute;  Jeromy  J.  Burgmaier,  Orient- 
Macksburg;  Tom  Cheney,  Montezuma;  Andrea 
B.  Clark,  Algona;  Bill  R.  Clark,  DeWitt  Central; 
Jason  Deike,  Waverly-Shell  Rock;  Dana  Richelle 
Dietz,  Nashua  Plainfield;  Sheila  Kay  Garreau, 
Guthrie  Center  Tiger;  Marty  Lee  Goedken, 
Cascade;  Stephanie  E.  Haas,  Harlan;  Kevin  J. 
Hardy,  Southern  Calhoun;  Michael  Edward 
Hardy,  Southern  Calhoun;  Scot  D.  Harold,  Red 
Oak;  Matthew  0  Hoeft,  Charles  City;  Richard 
Kleitsch,  Wapsie  Valley;  Douglas  J.  Kurt, 
Cascade;  Kari  K.  Lange,  Albumett;  Darren  J. 
Long,  Creston;  Randy  A.  Main,  Bison;  Nathaniel 
Dean  McCormick,  Vinton;  Beth  A.  Miller,  Valley; 
Ryan  Brant  Mohr,  Creston;  Grant  A.  Moline, 
Manson-Northwest  Webster;  Matt  Mowery,  Red 
Oak;  Jason  Neighbor,  Albumett;  Kevin  R.  Nimke, 


Manson-Northwest  Webster;  Kelly  Peyton, 
Wapsie  Valley;  Ken  Reed,  Washington;  Dee  Ann 
Spencer,  Reno  Smith;  Brendt  T.  Warrington, 
Hawkeye;  David  Willie,  Manchester;  Roger  Allan 
Witte,  Rockwell-Sheffield 
KANSAS:  Joseph  G.  Anderson,  Troy;  Amy  J. 
Ast,  Wellington;  Jeff  Bathurst,  Chapman;  Carrie 
L.  Edelman,  Sabetha;  Michael  Ferguson,  Troy; 
Wayne  A.  Grimm,  Sabetha;  Katina  F.  Hagedorn, 
Hanover;  Emily  Harsch,  Marais  des  Cygnes 
Valley;  Roger  Hiesterman,  Washington;  Austin 
R.  Higbie,  Williamsburg;  Darrin  J.  Holle, 
Marysville;  John  R.  Kern,  Washington;  Mark 
Lippe,  Clay  Center;  Brian  E.  Priest,  Winfield; 
Jason  Regier,  Moundridge;  John  D.  Rife, 
Labette;  Derek  Roth,  Moundridge;  Amy  L. 
Ruthstrom,  Mankato;  Brian  J.  Sinn,  North 
Central;  Chris  Stockebrand,  Yates  Center; 
Melissa  D.  Thiesing,  Erie;  Ronald  K.  Young, 
Haven;  Jason  Zwahlen,  Labette  County 
KENTUCKY:  Brian  J.  Brooks,  Bourbon;  Brian  C. 
Burkhead,  Garrard  County;  Paul  J.  Coles,  Logan 
County;  Jeffrey  N.  Cooper,  Ballard  Memorial; 
Elizabeth  Cundiff,  Lee  County;  Misty  D.  Gentry, 
Larue  County;  Alan  Godbey,  Casey  County; 
James  K.  Hancock,  Adair  County;  Stephanie  J. 
Lucas,  North  Hardin;  Michael  S.  Peyton,  Heath; 
Michelle  S.  Proctor,  Logan  County;  Monica  S. 
Proctor,  Logan  County;  Joseph  Bradley  Reddick, 
Carlisle  County;  Chad  E.  Shaw,  Metcalfe 
County;  Davin  Smith,  Caldwell  County;  Todd 
Stephens,  Scott  County;  Scott  Turpin,  Madison 
Central;  J.  Ryan  White,  Union  County;  Luke 
Windsor,  Hopkinsville;  Jared  W.  York,  Caldwell 
County 


LOUISIANA:  Jerod  S.  Hoffpauir,  Rayne  High; 
Angela  K.  Matte,  Welsh;  Robert  Clint  Yates, 
Oak  Grove 

MARYLAND:  Mark  Spurrier,  Linganore; 
Freedom  Joy  Titus,  Frederick 
MASSACHUSETTS:  Jaimie  A.  Coelho,  Bristol; 
Jason  R.  Greely,  Essex;  Matthew  T.  Hooper, 
Essex 

MICHIGAN:  Amanda  Barry,  Laker;  Chad 
Benjamin,  Webberville;  Anthony  M.  Boughton, 
Marshall;  Bradley  W.  Butcher,  Corunna;  Lori  S. 
Chamberlain,  Webberville;  Brian  K.  Corbitt, 
Saline;  Chris  E.  Demerly,  Perry;  Craig  J.  Endres, 
Saranac;  Kara  L.  Endsley,  Hastings;  Jeffery  D. 
Frye,  Byron;  Aaron  K.  Gasper,  Belding;  Julie 
Elizabeth  Gleason,  Gladwin;  Dawn  Green, 
Branson;  Corey  Guza,  Harbor  Beach;  Matthew  J. 
Jennings,  Durand;  Niccole  L.  Lowe,  Webberville; 
Beth  M.  McNeilly,  Chippewa  Hills;  Bill  Ostrander, 
Leslie;  Randy  Petroshus,  Hopkins;  Laurence  J. 
Place  II,  Perry;  Michael  Richmond,  Laker;  Adam 
D.  Shafer,  Ovid;  Brandie  K.  Smego,  Cassopolis; 
Matthew  G.  Smego,  Cassopolis;  Robert  D. 
Weburg,  St.  Louis;  Jennifer  L.  Wheeler,  Laker 
MINNESOTA:  Carl  L.  Aakre,  Hawley;  Jason 
Andree,  Hayfield;  Andrew  A.  Bakken,  Albert  Lea; 
Paula  Brogan,  St.  Charles;  Shannon  Busch,  St. 
James;  Jon  L.  Fridgen,  Alexandria;  Dennis 
Fronning,  Battle  Lake;  Paul  Gohlke,  Belle  Plaine; 
Paul  Hadler,  Zumbrota-Mazeppa;  Daniel  F. 
Hartog,  Ogilvie;  Jason  Helget,  Sleepy  Eye; 
Daniel  Hesse,  Chaska;  Martha  E.  Hill,  Sioux 
Valley-Round  Lake-Brewster;  Robert  R.  Hoberg, 
Benson;  Nathan  D.  Holt,  Worthington;  Scott  A. 
Hoseth,  Perham;  Mark  Jirik,  Mahnomen;  Wade 
Kallevig,  Willmar;  Jody  L.  Koubsky,  Minnewaska 
Area;  Eric  Kronback,  Westbrook-Walnut  Grove; 
Keith  Lendt,  Sleepy  Eye;  Patty  Lentz,  LeRoy- 
Ostrander;  Nathan  Marti,  Sleepy  Eye;  Daniel  L. 
Mellgren,  Chaska;  Tracy  L.  Mickelson, 
Lanesboro;  Scott  Morgan,  Stewartville;  Katie  A. 
Olson,  Atwater-Cosmos-Grove  City;  Christina  A. 
Rohrer,  LeRoy-Ostrander;  Carolyn  Rossow, 
Heron  Lake-Okabena-Lakefield;  Michael  J.  Rux, 
Frazee;  Heather  J.  Schaufler,  LeRoy-Ostrander; 
Anthony  D.  Scheffler,  Zumbrota-Mazeppa; 
Kenneth  W.  Schentzel,  Jackson;  Fredrick 
Schliep,  Albert  Lea;  Tyler  Slinden,  Atwater- 
Cosmos-Grove  City;  Mike  Stegemann,  Heron 
Lake-Okabena-Lakefield 
MISSISSIPPI:  Brian  K.  Beasley,  Seminary;  John 
M.  Branning,  Neshoba  Central;  Dustin  A.  Dettor, 
South  Panola;  Daniel  Cube  Gunn,  Neshoba 
Central;  John  Harris,  Nettleton;  Danny  M. 
Johnson,  Carthage;  William  D.  Kennedy, 
Neshoba  Central;  Monte  D.  Ladner,  Carthage; 
Matt  Lambert,  Lawrence  County;  Jason  C.  Lea, 
Lawrence  County;  Brett  Marlar,  Biggersville; 
Corey  Miller,  Lawrence  County;  Jennifer  Ormon, 
Hickory  Flatt;  Derrick  R.  Simmons,  South  Panola 
MISSOURI:  David  Arnold,  El  Dorado  Springs; 
Kevin  D.  Ashcraft,  Twin  River;  Dale  A.  Aubuchon, 
Hermann;  Brenda  M.  Bausch,  El  Dorado  Springs; 
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Lindy  Biglieni,  Republic;  Kimberly  A.  Blackford, 
North  Shelby;  Jason  B.  Blair,  Halfway;  Danelle 
K.  Blakemore,  Walnut  Grove;  Christopher  T. 
Brackenridge,  El  Dorado  Springs;  Curtis  H. 
Brandt,  Chamois-Morrison;  Kellie  Bray, 
Cameron;  Craig  A.  Breesawitz,  Bolivar;  Brian  A. 
Briggs,  Memphis;  William  B.  Brockman, 
Brookfield;  Danny  W.  Brumley,  Eldon;  Eric 
Bunnell,  Trenton;  T.  J.  Callahan,  Holden;  Philip 
Campbell,  Trenton;  Michael  D.  Case,  Norborne; 
Bo  Chastain,  Crane;  Clint  E.  Claycomb,  North 
Central  Area  Vo-Tech;  Phillip  A.  Claypole,  Polo; 
Kimberly  A.  Clegg,  Smithville;  Richard  Colvin, 
Glasgow;  C.  Renee  Cooper,  Greenfield;  Bridget 
Cox,  Hermann;  Bryan  L.  Crane,  North  Nodaway; 
Amy  J.  Crighton,  Willard;  Eric  Critten,  Gallatin; 
Anthony  W.  Dameron,  Bowling  Green;  Chad  M. 
Duncan,  Brunswick;  David  Echtemacht,  North 
Shelby;  Scott  E.  Ellis,  Hardin-Central;  Bradley 
Fahrmeier,  Wellington-Napoleon;  Darren  K. 
Farmer,  Polo;  Angela  C.  Foglesong,  Clark 
County;  Matthew  L  Frederick,  Memphis;  Alan  L. 
Freeman,  Salem;  Jeremy  W.  French,  Advance; 
Joseph  Friday,  Mark  Twain;  Melanie  Friday, 
Mark  Twain;  Jerry  W,  Gander,  North  Shelby; 
Jeffrey  D.  Gates,  Centralia;  Christopher  Gibson, 
Clopton;  Travis  Gibson,  Stet;  Michelle  Gillett- 
Wright,  Cabool;  Jason  Gleeson,  Hermann; 
Michael  Glossip,  Crane;  Brian  R.  Gorden, 
Halfway;  Brian  E.  Gorden,  Bolivar;  Michael 
Graham,  Farmington;  Thomas  D.  Grant, 
Columbia;  Andy  Graves,  El  Dorado  Springs; 
Andrea  Green,  Worth  County;  Andrew  M. 
Grishow,  North  Andrew;  Bobby  Hall,  Stet;  Bill 
Hanks,  Plattsburg;  William  W.  Harlow,  Marshall; 
Sam  G.  Harris,  East  Newton;  Tim  Harris, 
Cabool;  Melody  D,  Hartzell,  Branson;  Ryan  A. 
Haun,  Halfway;  Wayne  Hentges,  Missouri;  Tony 
Hill,  Savannah;  Michael  D.  Hoff,  Perryville;  Justin 
Hofmann,  North  Harrison;  Charles  D.  Homan  Jr., 
Aurora;  Lora  Honey,  Carthage;  William  T. 
Howard,  Carthage;  Reed  Huffman,  Marshfield; 
Scott  L.  Huston,  McDonald  County;  James  A. 
Jackson,  East  Prairie;  Kent  E.  Jacobsmeyer, 
Troy;  Tonya  J.  Jedlicka,  Alton;  Chad  Jung, 
Aurora;  Kelly  A.  Kaden,  Palmyra;  Patrick  D. 
Kircher,  Pleasant  Hill;  Karla  D.  Klingner,  Putnam 
County;  Jason  A.  Kluender,  Perryville;  Christian 
B.  Knipp,  Missouri;  Teahna  L.  Krider,  Mountain 
Grove;  Michael  B.  Kyle,  Fair  Grove;  William 
LaShell,  Buffalo;  Keith  A.  Law,  Jasper; 
Stephanie  Legan,  Halfway;  Michael  L.  Lemmon, 
Clark  County;  Ryan  Linn,  Bronaugh;  Brandon  M. 
Locke,  Halfway;  Dallas  D.  Lockridge,  Gallatin; 
Scott  A.  Madden,  Nodaway-Holt;  Jeremia  J. 
Markway,  Eldon;  Keith  Maxwell,  East  Prairie;  Jill 
S.  McCrea,  King  City;  Connie  M.  McDevitt, 
Eldon;  Anna  McKenney,  Rock  Port;  Alan  J. 
Meierotto,  Clark  County;  Donald  S.  Meyer, 
Brunswick;  Jason  L.  Milhollin,  Macon;  Jennifer  A. 
Miller,  Memphis;  Dawn  L.  Mitchell,  Warrensburg; 
Jill  K.  Moore,  Mount  Vernon;  James  D.  Morgan, 
Couch;  Bradley  J.  Mosby,  Silex;  Bradley  M. 
Murdock,  Couch;  Brent  Mydland,  Lathrop;  Ryan 


D.  Myers,  North  Shelby;  Brian  L.  Nail,  North 
Central  Area  Vo-Tech;  Ben  Nolte,  Chamois- 
Morrison;  Phillip  L.  Oligschlaeger,  Wellsville; 
Michelle  L.  Pace,  Milan;  Tim  Peck,  California; 
David  B.  Peters,  Charleston  Danforth;  Kevin 
Pitts,  Skyline;  Brad  D.  Porter,  Exeter;  Jill  Proffitt, 
Orrick;  Tara  Reed,  Couch;  Jason  Renaud, 
Charleston  Danforth;  Randy  A.  Robison,  Polo; 
Craig  M.  Rogge,  Wellington-Napoleon;  Jennifer 
M.  Rush,  Eldon;  Joshua  N.  Salmon,  Appleton 
City;  Brian  E.  Schroeder,  Union;  William  T. 
Schutte,  Mark  Twain;  Steven  R.  Schweizer, 
Gallatin;  Jacquline  C.  Shelton,  Houston;  Timothy 
Shipp,  Keytesville;  Susan  Shroyer,  Holden; 
Callie  M.  Silvey,  Smithville;  Selena  Simpson, 
Hartville;  Rowland  Slack,  Holden;  Joshua  R. 
Smock,  Nodaway-Holt;  Gary  W.  Snyder,  Skyline; 
Alan  D.  Sparks,  California;  Mattie  0.  Springer, 
Pleasant  Hill;  Scott  Springer,  Crane;  Brian  L 
Stephens,  Brunswick;  Tom  Sturgeon,  Hardin- 
Central;  Matthew  Sukovaty,  Bolivar;  Chris  L. 
Talbert,  Memphis;  Troy  S.  Taylor,  Eldon; 
Melanie  Thomas,  Chillicothe;  Chad  E.  Thurnau, 
Mound  City;  Martin  H.  Truong,  North  Callaway; 
Jason  T.  Utz,  Plattsburg;  Bradley  J.  Veale, 
Maysville;  Joseph  R.  Vukcevich,  Clopton;  Josh 
B.  Wall,  King  City;  Justin  G.  Waples,  Clark 
County;  Robert  W.  Ware,  Lathrop;  Linda  S. 
Weidner,  Tina-Avalon;  Ammy  A.  Welch,  Worth 
County;  Matthew  J. 
Wells,  Bowling  Green; 
Jennifer  L.  Wengler, 
Fredericktown;  Jeremy  D. 
Whistance,  Halfway; 
Carissa  M.  Whitehead, 
Ash  Grove;  Angie 
Whitesell,  Lockwood; 
Joseph  W.  Whittaker, 
Branson;  Michael  C. 
Wilkerson,  Braymer; 
George  Williams,  Alton; 
Wayne  A.  Williams,  Twin 
River;  Richard  A. 
Willoughby,  Sarcoxie; 
Tony  Yarbrough, 
Palmyra;  Tonya  D. 
Zeigenbein,  Richland 
MONTANA:  Jason 
Barber,  Denton;  Ty  M. 
Jones,  Miles  City;  Jamie 
A.  Lannen,  Shields 
Valley;  Travis  J.  Liddle, 
Chinook;  Aaron  Miller, 
Shields  Valley;  Wendy  J. 
Owens,  Fergus  of  Lewistown;  Robert  J. 
Stevenson,  Hobson;  Frank  M.  Wright,  Shields 
Valley 

NEBRASKA:  Robin  Michelle  Andreasen,  St. 
Edward;  Matthew  Bargen,  Superior;  Travis  B. 
Barger,  Wauneta;  Ryan  R.  Baumert,  Howells- 
Clarkson;  Ryan  Baumert,  Scribner-Snyder; 
Douglas  N.  Behne,  East  Butler;  Carol  Behrends 
Friesen,  Diller;  Randy  Borg,  Newman  Grove; 
Kristina  K.  Borgelt,  Wisner-Pilger-Beemer; 


Abby  N.  Bostock,  Blue  Hill;  Andrew  J.  Bourek, 
Howells-Clarkson;  Jason  A.  Brester,  Howells- 
Clarkson;  David  C.  Brown,  Imperial;  Cody  Lance 
Brumbaugh,  Hampton;  Rhonda  Campbell. 
Ravenna;  Travis  Carpenter,  Sutton;  Cathleen  Jo 
Carper,  Blue  Hill;  Sean  Robert  Case,  Ansley; 
Gwendolyn  Dawn  Crawford.  Norris;  Jill  Nicole 
Dannelly,  St.  Edward;  Christy  Jean  Davis, 
Chappell;  Chris  Decker,  Franklin;  Bob  M.  Dick, 
Hampton;  Grant  Wade  Dose,  Hampton:  Brian 
Drake,  Ord;  Scott  L.  Dvorak,  Prague;  Dave 
Eisenmann,  Leigh;  Tracy  Kay  Ellwanger,  Butte; 
Shad  W.  Fiene,  Cambridge;  Jason  Francis, 
Imperial;  Andy  Goosic,  Franklin;  Kevin  L.  Griess, 
Sutton;  Jason  John  Harb,  Northwest;  Annette  B. 
Hartman,  Blue  Hill;  Kris  L.  Hartzer,  Wauneta; 
Robb  Hayes,  Franklin;  Denice  Marie  Heftie, 
Wisner-Pilger-Beemer;  Kelly  Hemmer, 
Northwest;  Nate  Hinman,  Fairbury;  John  Mark 
Hirschler,  Diller;  Brock  A.  Hoegh,  Hampton; 
Terry  Houser,  Cambridge;  Nathan  Tod  Huber, 
Sutton;  John  Wade  Janing,  Geneva;  Brian  John 
Judy,  Superior;  Tony  John  Kaufman,  Newman 
Grove;  Monte  David  Kirchhoff,  Superior;  Luke 
Ellis  Kleen,  Nelson;  Tamara  Knehans,  Franklin; 
Amy  Koenig,  Fairbury;  Heath  A.  Koenig, 
Fairbury;  Adam  R.  Kokes,  Ord;  Stacey  Kolar, 
Ord;  Chad  A.  Koranda,  Prague;  Frederick  B. 
Kujath,  Fairbury;  Jesse  Glenn  Landin,  Wilcox; 


Laura  Rummler of the  Johnson  Creek,  Wis.,FFA  Chapter  anxiously 
awaited  her  chance  to  cross  the  stage  to  receive  her  American 
FFA  Degree. 


Corey  Larsen,  Ravenna;  Craig  Lee  Latter, 
Wilcox;  Hope  I.  Lerch,  Howells-Clarkson;  Elliot 
Liermann,  Wisner-Pilger-Beemer;  Chad  E. 
Lucas,  Wauneta;  Kevin  Marcum,  Franklin; 
Jeremy  Maxcy.  Bayard;  Keri  L.  McFarland,  Blue 
Hill;  Travis  W.  Miller,  Wauneta;  D.  J.  Mottl, 
Fullerton;  Matt  Paul  Newcomb.  Cambridge; 


(Continued  on  page  22) 
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(Continued  from  page  21) 


Advisor  Eric  Humphrey  beamed  with  excitement  as  American  FFA  Degree  recipient 
Kimberly  Norman  of  the  Anahuac,  Texas,  FFA  Chapter,  prepared  to  receive  her  key  and 
degree  certificate. 


Michele  Nunnenkamp,  Sutton;  Kerri  L.  Pfeiffer, 
Wauneta;  Kristie  Pfeiffer,  Scribner-Snyder; 
Michael  Pilakowski,  Genoa;  Seth  Quiring, 
Hampton;  Brian  Dean  Reynolds,  Ravenna;  Misty 
Roggasch,  Rock  County;  Daniel  R.  Rohrer, 
Verdigre;  Chad  Ruzicka,  North  Bend;  Kevin 
Sagehorn,  Logan  View;  Ann  M.  Schlautman, 
Howells-Clarkson;  Matthew  Michael  Schlueter, 
Scribner-Snyder;  Kimberly  Stuart,  Nebraska 
City;  Curtus  Ray  Stukenholtz,  Nebraska  City; 
Cindy  S.  Tejral,  Tri  County;  Matthew  Jason 
Teply,  Imperial;  Brad  Ternus,  Genoa;  Steven 
Tippery,  Tekamah-Herman;  Jeffrey  Gerald 
Toepfer,  Blue  Hill;  Justin  Troester,  Hampton; 
Ryan  Twohig,  Wilcox;  Dru  Uden,  Franklin;  Jared 
P.  Walahoski,  Ord;  Angela  Sue  Watts,  Nelson; 
Brenda  Williams,  Broken  Bow;  Chad  Williams, 
Superior;  Jeffrey  Dean  Wirka,  Prague;  Kurt  Alan 
Wissenburg,  Newman  Grove;  Daniel  G.  Wolfe, 
Republican  Valley;  Roberta  J.  Woodruff,  Butte; 
Travis  Zabokrtsky,  Fairbury;  Todd  A. 
Zimmerman,  Tri  County 

NEVADA:  Sarah  E.  Abel,  Ruby  Mountian;  Julian 
J.  Goicoechea,  Diamond  Mountain 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  Sarah  Miriam  Ykema,  Coe- 
Brown  Northwood  Academy 
NEW  JERSEY:  Richard  J.  Stern  Jr.,  Allentown 
NEW  MEXICO:  Tara  R.  Dellinger,  Clayton;  Larry 
DeVaney,  Melrose;  Danielle  Guy,  Artesia; 
Garrett  A.  King,  Des  Moines;  Willie  J.  Koenig, 
Las  Cruces;  Donna  Mayes,  Carlsbad;  Ace 
Peterson,  Animas;  Jesus  Trujillo,  Artesia;  Zane 
Vaughn,  Las  Cruces;  Tami  S.  Wells,  Estancia 
NEW  YORK:  William  M.  Catania,  Westfield; 


Jonathan  Clayson,  Cuba-Rushford;  Kay  D. 
Egan,  Madison;  Benjamin  Knight,  Tri-Valley; 
Scott  G.  McClenon,  Walton;  Mandi  J.  Millen, 
Letchworth;  Jody  J.  Neal,  Albion;  Jennifer 
Regelski,  Florida;  Barbara  Smigel,  Greenville; 
Charles  W.  Wainwright  Jr.,  Schoharie  Valley; 
Jennifer  P.  Ward,  Greenwich 
NORTH  CAROLINA:  Josh  E.  Allen,  Plymouth; 
Bobby  Balding,  Madison;  Charlie  B.  Baucom, 
Piedmont;  Karen  R.  Bowlin,  West  Carteret; 
Shawn  Carawan,  Pamlico  County;  Amanda 
Elmore,  North  Iredell;  Edward  A.  Greer  II,  South 
Lenoir;  Chris  Hege,  North  Davidson;  Terry  L. 
Hoffner,  West  Rowan;  William  A.  House  Jr., 
North  Duplin;  Larry  B.  Jenkins,  South  Lenoir; 
Derek  A.  Johnson,  North  Iredell;  Shane  L. 
Norris,  South  Johnston;  Brian  Pavlovich,  Purnell 
Swett;  George  H.  Scott,  Bartlett  Yancey;  Jacob 
S.  Sink,  North  Davidson;  Joshua  W.  Starling, 
Princeton;  Raymond  A.  Starling,  Midway;  Robert 
J.  Walls,  Rosewood  ;  Chris  Webster,  Chatham; 
Jonathan  A.  Yates,  Watauga 
NORTH  DAKOTA:  Phillip  Arnold,  Harvey;  Kevin 
Becker,  Carrington;  John  A.  Bondy,  Dakota 
Prairie;  Bradley  A.  Ebensteiner,  Cando;  Peter 
Foss,  Maddock  A.S.  Gibbens;  Jody  Horner, 
Napoleon;  David  A.  Jacobson,  Divide  County; 
Aaron  Johnson,  Napoleon;  Bradley  Jay  Larson, 
Cando;  Russell  J.  Leier,  Napoleon;  Jeff  Lyons, 
Lisbon;  Matt  Lyons,  Lisbon;  Brian  Lyste,  Finley- 
Sharon;  Jason  Muscha,  Harvey;  Rick  Neumann, 
Fessenden;  Geremy  S.  Olson,  Des  Lacs- 
Burlington;  Jason  Rasmussen,  Lisbon;  Jason  C. 
Richter,  Wahpeton;  Kevin  Rime,  Garrison; 


Audry  J.  Rueb,  Beulah;  Troy  Uglem,  Northwood; 
Tony  Vetter  Jr.,  Wishek 
OHIO:  Brad  Adams,  Madison  Plains;  Danny 
Anthony,  Madison  Plains;  Aaron  Atterholt, 
Hillsdale;  Jerry  M.  Badger,  Northwestern-Wayne; 
Timothy  H.  Baker,  Elmwood;  Scott  W.  Bauer, 
Edison;  Betsy  Belleville,  Otsego;  Bobbi  L 
Bennett,  Upper  Sandusky;  Kevin  Bergman, 
Versailles;  Kevin  Bergstedt,  Liberty  Center; 
Chad  Betts,  Buckeye  JVS;  Belinda  A.  Blust, 
Lucas;  Dan  Bouic,  Fairbanks;  Greg  J.  Brightbill, 
Loudonville;  Mark  R.  Brightbill,  Loudonville;  Ned 
Bucholtz,  Franklin  Monroe;  Mitchel  L.  Buell  Jr., 
Edon;  Joel  D.  Call,  Madison  Plains;  Melissa 
Callendar,  Wauseon;  Josh  Carroll,  Cardington- 
Lincoln;  Jody  A.  Chamberlain,  North  Central; 
Krista  Chappell,  Cardington-Lincoln;  Heath 
Conklin,  Marysville;  Jeffrey  A.  Converse, 
Bowling  Green;  Chad  A.  Coopshaw,  Evergreen; 
Lance  Cottingim,  Preble  Shawnee;  Jamie  R. 
Crum,  Ohio  Valley  Vocational;  Jason  Davis, 
Wilmington;  Jeff  Deardurff,  Benjamin  Logan; 
Renee  B.  Denton,  Cardington-Lincoln;  Sidney 
James  Donohue,  Delaware  JVS;  Chad  Draper, 
Hillsdale;  Russel  E.  Eichhom,  Miami  East;  Hope 
B.  Evans,  Anna;  Sommer  R.  Everett,  Indian 
Valley;  Amy  K.  Eyler,  National  Trail;  Nathan 
Fastinger,  Oak  Harbor;  David  W.  Fierbaugh, 
Indian  Valley;  Vincent  Fisher,  East  Clinton;  Rob 
Geesling,  Madison  Plains;  James  E.  Gifford  II, 
Ross;  Timothy  P.  Goodwin,  North  Union;  Jeff 
Gott,  Wellington;  Anna  Grassbaugh,  East  Knox; 
Kip  A.  Hamilton,  Carrollton;  Brian  Hampton, 
Madison  Plains;  Scott  Hardwick,  Cardington- 
Lincoln;  Heather  Harker,  Wilmington;  Chuck 
Hayslip,  Ohio  Valley  Vocational;  Myles  Hebrard, 
Marysville;  Jonathan  L.  Henry,  Madison  Plains; 
David  Hohman,  Mohawk;  Karl  E.  Hoop, 
Lakeland;  James  M.  Hussey,  Bellevue;  Robert 
S.  King,  Western  Brown;  Tracy  Kitchel,  National 
Trail;  Eric  Klotz,  Bowling  Green;  Keith 
Leatherman,  Liberty  Center;  Kenneth  Lehman, 
Benjamin  Logan;  Brian  E.  Leindecker, 
Ridgewood;  Kimberly  Dawn  Lindsey, 
Georgetown;  Clay  Mace,  Madison  Plains; 
Jennifer  Mapes,  Fairbanks;  Dawn  Marie 
Mareches,  Elmwood;  Luke  McCarren,  Benjamin 
Logan;  Timothy  Nathan  McNeal,  Ridgewood; 
Ryan  Michaels,  Bellevue;  Jeff  Miller,  Fairfield 
Union;  Jeff  Miller,  Liberty  Center;  Casey  Michael 
Murphy,  Madison  Plains;  Jon  Myers,  Upper 
Sandusky;  James  C.  Peters,  Edison;  William  E. 
Poe  II,  Lincolnview;  Kyle  Poling,  Ada;  Randy 
Preston,  Hardin  Northern;  Brian  M.  Roberts, 
Ridgedale;  Chris  Rogers,  Lakeland;  Renee 
Goodell  Runkle,  Western  Reserve;  Eric 
Rutherford,  Fairfield  Union;  Becky  Seibert, 
Fremont;  Dan  Sharrett,  Madison  Plains;  Eric 
Siefring,  Ft.  Recovery;  James  I.  Skeels,  United; 
Matthew  Smith,  Fairfield  Union;  Nick  Smith, 
Wilmington;  Ray  Allen  Sponcil,  Greenfield 
McClain;  Jennifer  Swartz,  North  Union;  Mitchell 
S.  Sweeney,  Bloom-Carroll;  Jon  Trotter,  Ohio 
Valley  Vocational;  Ryan  Twining,  Hillsdale; 
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Sandusky;  James  C.  Peters,  Edison;  William  E. 
Poe  II,  Lincolnview;  Kyle  Poling,  Ada;  Randy 
Preston,  Hardin  Northern;  Brian  M.  Roberts, 
Ridgedale;  Chris  Rogers,  Lakeland;  Renee 
Goodell  Runkle,  Western  Reserve;  Eric 
Rutherford,  Fairfield  Union;  Becky  Seibert, 
Fremont;  Dan  Sharrett,  Madison  Plains;  Eric 
Siefring,  Ft.  Recovery;  James  I.  Skeels,  United; 
Matthew  Smith,  Fairfield  Union;  Nick  Smith, 
Wilmington;  Ray  Allen  Sponcil,  Greenfield 
McClain;  Jennifer  Swartz,  North  Union;  Mitchell 
S.  Sweeney,  Bloom-Carroll;  Jon  Trotter,  Ohio 
Valley  Vocational;  Ryan  Twining,  Hillsdale; 
Monica  L.  Vins,  Pymatuning  Valley;  Adam 
Wacker,  Hillsdale;  Clint  Wagner,  Oak  Harbor; 
Andrew  Warner,  Margaretta;  Andy  Warnock, 
Hillsboro;  Brian  Williams,  Franklin  Monroe;  Ryan 
Wilson,  Madison  Plains;  Dwayne  Yoder,  West 
Holmes;  Brenda  Young,  Elmwood;  Mark 
Zimmerman,  Licking  Valley 
OKLAHOMA:  Jonathan  Addington,  Clayton; 
Jackie  L.  Alexander,  Spiro;  Greg  Alford,  Caney; 
Kelsey  T.  Angle,  Burlington;  Tracie  D. 
Appelbaum,  Perry;  John  F.  Ashley,  Bokoshe; 
Chris  L.  Bailey,  Dover;  Kriston  L.  Balfour, 
Midway;  Casey  W.  Bell,  Fairview;  Grady  B. 
Benson  II,  Temple;  Lynda  L  Blakley,  Oologah; 
Chris  Blankinship,  Stillwater;  Vernon  L.  Brake 
Jr.,  Coyle;  Brandon  S.  Bruce,  Sharon-Mutual; 
Sarah  Buford,  Drummond;  Michael  D.  Burgess, 
Vian;  Carrie  L.  Bussey,  Cache;  Shane 
Chaloupek,  Beaver;  Tisha  Drizness,  Indianola; 
Jeffrey  S.  Earp,  Quapaw;  Craig  T.  Eubanks, 
Welch;  Lori  D.  Eutsler,  Copan;  Eric  C.  Fell, 
Pryor;  Johnathan  0  Fincher,  Caney;  Jeremy  R. 
Fouts,  Spiro;  Danny  L.  Goggin,  Wellston; 
Kendall  R.  Goss,  Temple;  Ralph  B.  Gragg, 
Butler;  Greg  Gungoll,  Drummond;  Robin  D. 
Hagerman,  Sweetwater;  Becky  Halpain, 
Tahlequah;  Trey  Harbin,  Caney;  Tammy  M. 
Harris,  Arapaho;  Chris  Harwell,  Milburn;  Shawna 
R.  Haynes,  Byng;  Keith  Hurst,  Bluejacket; 
Jeremy  Ice,  Thomas;  Chad  W.  Jarboe,  Rush 
Springs;  Joe  A.  Jones,  Rush  Springs;  Andy 
Jordan,  Dewey;  Drew  Jordan,  Tahlequah;  Chris 
Josefy,  Grandfield;  Sarah  N.  Kelsey,  Elgin; 
Robert  D.  Kendrick,  Indianola;  Lori  L.  Lacy, 
Arapaho;  Justin  Landers,  Altus;  Stacie  Leierer, 
Ringwood;  T.  J.  Londagin,  Thomas;  Bruce 
Lowrance,  Sayre;  James  J.  Maddox,  Thomas; 
Matthew  S.  Madron,  Copan;  Desta  L.  Martin, 
Copan;  Amy  J.  McFarland,  Pryor;  Hope  R. 
McGaha,  Tecumseh;  William  S.  McGee, 
Bennington;  Chancer  McPherson,  Cement;  Dale 
L.  Miller,  Elgin;  Brandon  R.  Morgan,  Holdenville; 
Chad  Nix,  Allen;  Kyle  D.  O'Dell,  Roland;  John 
Ott,  Drummond;  Scott  H.  Overman,  Blackwell; 
Dusty  L.  Owen,  Harrah;  Justin  Parks, 
Tishomingo;  Curtis  B.  Rackley  II,  Wellston; 
Lyndall  B.  Rackley,  Mountain  View-Gotebo; 
Darlene  Ratzlaff,  Fairview;  Bradley  B.  Rieger, 
Burlington;  Bart  W.  Rogers,  Spiro;  Monty 
Sanders,  Sweetwater;  Ryan  Sawatzky,  Arapaho; 


John  A.  Schupbach,  Burlington;  L.T.  Scott, 
Thomas;  Dustin  L.  Shepard,  Timberlake;  Brian 
Skidgel,  Pawnee;  Rick  Spring,  Waukomis; 
Wendy  M.  Stafford,  Sterling;  Chris  Stephens, 
Chickasha;  Shon  0.  Taylor,  Bluejacket;  Scott 
Terrell,  Kingfisher;  Carrianne  Testerman, 
Cushing;  Mark  Thompson,  Pond  Creek-Hunter; 
Davey  Joe  Vadder,  Hennessey;  Bryant  R.  Vail, 
Bluejacket;  Jonathan  Watson,  Bokoshe;  Michael 
B.  Weeks,  Indianola;  Lance  Q.  West,  Geary; 
Eusty  A.  Wilson,  Skiatook 
OREGON:  James  P.  Allen  Jr.,  Molalla;  Ruth  A. 
Becker,  Union;  Michael  J.  Brian,  McMinnville; 
Michael  Cape,  Central;  Jacob  E.  Chapin, 
Perrydale;  Mark  R.  Corless,  Molalla;  Missy 
Ettestad,  Molalla;  Rebecca  J.  Fisher,  Silverton; 
Simon  Fraser,  Molalla;  Casey  J.  Hampton, 
Molalla;  Erin  E.  Hansell,  Hermiston;  Matthew 
Hoien,  Knappa;  ShanRae  Hook,  Joseph;  Marlin 
Kimlinger,  Molalla;  Penny  L.  Kizer,  Phoenix; 
Brooke  Lowers,  Crook  County;  Zane  Martin, 
Heppner;  Brian  Montecucco,  Canby;  Becky 
Palmer,  Ontario;  Dirk  Rohne,  Knappa;  Todd 
Smith,  Central;  Joshua  D.  Stafford,  Forest  Grove 
PENNSYLVANIA:  Erin  Elizabeth  Benner, 
Greenwood;  Nichol  Bozlinski,  Mohawk;  Krista 
Lyn  Byers,  Greenwood;  Grant  E.  Campbell, 


Eric  Siefring  of  the  Ft .  Recovery  FF  A  Chapter 
in  Ft.  Recovery,  Ohio,  was  the  first  member 
from  that  chapter  to  receive  the  American 
FFA  Degree  in  30  years. 

Upper  Dauphin  Area;  Ronald  C.  Carey, 
Bermudian;  Benjamin  J.  Ehrhart,  Pequea  Valley; 
John  M.  Evans,  Linesville;  Christopher  L. 
Gardner,  West  Snyder;  Lorraine  Gechter, 
Conrad  Weiser;  Tammy  Gelsinger,  Conrad 
Weiser;  Stacey  A.  Graves,  Cowanesque;  Lori  M. 
Harnish,  Manheim;  Sharon  Harnish,  Manhiem; 
Chad  Henry,  Mohawk;  William  John  Hersch, 


Brothersvalley;  Jacy  Clugston  Hess,  Manheim; 
Wendy  Jesiolowski,  Oley  Valley;  Kristopher  K. 
Kaiser,  Conewago-New  Oxford;  Chad  E. 
Ketterman,  Battlefield;  William  Klunk, 
Conewago-New  Oxford;  Steven  Paul  Landis, 
Brothersvalley;  Alicia  Sonja  McDonald,  Chestnut 
Ridge;  Daniel  E.  McMonagle,  Tyrone  Area;  Chad 
D.  Nicolls,  Conneaut  Valley;  John  R.  Nitchman, 
Conewago-New  Oxford;  Patrick  E.  Redding, 
Battlefield;  Michael  G.  Reich,  West  Snyder; 
Christopher  E.  Smith,  Apple  City;  George  Albert 
Smith,  Moniteau;  Trent  D.  Snook,  West  Snyder; 
Jerry  L.  Sponseller,  Conewago-New  Oxford; 
Dean  Wenger,  Manheim;  Jenny  C.  Zerby,  West 
Snyder 

PUERTO  RICO:  Alberto  Padua-Vega,  Manuel 
Mendez  Liciaga;  Marcos  Arocho-Gonzalez,  SU 
Bernardo  Mendez  Jimenez 
RHODE  ISLAND:  Michael  Foster,  Chariho;  Tina 
Sarachick,  Chariho 

SOUTH  CAROLINA:  Kevin  N.  Kinard,  James  F. 
Byrnes;  J.  D.  Nixon,  Abbeville;  Robert  G. 
Sandifer  Jr.,  York;  Robert  C.  Sigwald  III,  Aiken; 
Ronald  L.  Stephens,  Clover 
SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Stacie  L.  Aymar,  Miller;  Ryan 
Bergh,  Florence;  Mark  Bovill,  Beresford; 
Matthew  R.  Braunschmidt,  Lennox  Sundstrom; 
Greg  Buechler,  Menno;  Jason  L.  Carls,  West 
Central;  Joel  DeRouchey,  Chamberlain;  Jon 
DeRouchey,  Chamberlain;  Darrin  L.  Erdmann, 
Groton;  Jeffery  T.  Fliehs,  Groton;  Lance  Fliehs, 
Groton;  Sarah  Folkerts,  Lennox  Sundstrom; 
Toby  Huizenga,  Harrisburg;  Chad  A.  Johnson, 
Lennox  Sundstrom;  Jason  R.  Knutson, 
Centerville;  Joel  Kroll,  Groton;  David  Leheska, 
Chamberlain;  Marty  Michalek,  Chamberlain; 
Eric  Muller,  Florence;  Dawn  M.  Nagel, 
Gettysburg;  Perry  Pearson,  McCook  Central; 
Jayson  L.  Poppinga,  Harrisburg;  Kris  Rehder, 
Beresford;  Kelly  Streyle,  Menno;  Mark 
Thompson,  Groton;  Mike  Timmerman,  McCook 
Central;  Garron  Williams,  McCook  Central 
TENNESSEE:  Olivia  Adams,  Dyersburg; 
Michael  S.  Allen,  Peabody;  Ashley  Bernard, 
East  Robertson;  Anthony  Carver,  Cherokee; 
Edwin  Cope,  Cherokee;  Christi  Edwards,  Powell 
Valley;  Matthew  T.  Fennel,  Obion  County 
Central;  Ike  Horn,  Dyersburg;  Carl  M.  Howard, 
Johnson  County;  Robert  T.  Jarnagin, 
Morristown  West;  Matthew  Johnson,  Eagleville; 
Clinton  L.  Lafferty,  Riverside;  Jeff  Lewis, 
Johnson  County;  Thomas  A.  McCall  Jr.,  South 
Blount;  Chad  McNeill,  Dyersburg;  Chad  Morgan, 
White  House;  Dawn  Mosley,  Eagleville;  Gary  M. 
Nelson,  North  Knox;  Jacob  C.  Ottinger,  South 
Greene;  Robert  Pearman,  Powell  Valley;  John 
Ricketts,  Mt.  Juliet;  Mitzi  Ricketts,  Mt.  Juliet; 
Shannan  M.  Robinson,  Farragut;  Alanna  L. 
Shirley,  Obion  County  Central;  Jonathan  A. 
Smith,  Beech;  David  L.  Tate,  East  Robertson; 
David  Thedford,  Dyersburg;  Zackary  B.  Vaughn, 
Riverside;  Edward  D.  Wilson,  Bradley  Central; 
Shane  Woods,  Humboldt 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Hale  Center;  Wesley  Hamilton,  Mexia;  Matthew 
D.  Hawkins,  Livingston;  Clint  Hindes, 
Jourdanton;  Kurt  E.  Hinkle,  Burkburnett;  John 
Hinze,  Sealy;  Karla  Hoefelmeyer,  Poth;  Heidi 
Huffhines,  Hale  Center;  John  Huizar, 
Pleasanton;  Amanda  M.  Isbell,  lota;  Kevin  Ivy, 
Hale  Center;  Carmen  R.  Johnson,  Pasadena; 
Jason  S.  Johnson,  Mt.  Pleasant;  Bradi  Jones, 
Columbus;  Jeff  Kahlden,  Weimar;  Heath  Koehl, 
Round  Top-Carmine;  Jonathan  D.  Lopez, 
Teague;  Kimberly  Lyssy,  Poth;  Clay  Mangum, 
Pleasanton;  Andrew  K.  McCall,  Cypress  Creek; 
Amy  N.  McClure,  Cleburne;  Jason  J.  Miller, 
Kirbyville;  Kellie  D.  Neal,  Goliad;  Kimberly  N. 
Norman,  Anahuac;  Jason  Obermier,  Henrietta; 
David  Oliver,  Fairfield;  Kelly  D.  Oliver,  Big 
Sandy;  Julie  A.  Ormsby,  Cleburne;  Jennifer  D. 
Parlin,  Kaufman;  James  Pelzel,  Pilot  Point; 
George  A.  Perry  Jr.,  Giddings;  Ann  M.  Prazak, 
East  Bernard;  Kevin  Pshigoda,  Perryton;  Bart  L. 
Reider,  Central;  Mysti  M.  Ripkowski,  Calallen;  C. 
Z.  Robinson,  Booker;  Jonathan  Rogers,  Oliver 
Wendel  Holmes;  Bret  Royal,  Pleasanton;  Pam 
Scott,  Idalou;  Dustin  Simmons,  Petrolia;  Daniel 
P.  Steele,  Troy;  Rena  Stephens,  Hamilton;  Ty  A, 
Tapley,  Winona;  Lori  R.  Teague,  Mabank;  Adolfo 
Valdez,  Pleasanton;  James  B.  Weston, 
Farmersville;  Robert  D.  Whitson,  Killeen; 
Whitney  A.  Whitworth,  Comfort;  Adrianna 
Wiatrek,  Poth;  Amy  R.  Wileman,  Oakwood; 
Jeremiah  D.  Williams,  Sterling  City;  Sara 
Winkelmann,  Brenham 
UTAH:  Beau  G.  Benson,  Bear  River;  Bryan  I. 
Bingham,  Bear  River;  Scott  Briggs,  Manila; 
Dennis  Bisel  Brown,  Payson;  Greg  Camp, 
Richfield;  Daniel  S.  Guff,  Davis;  Jim  L.  Freston, 
Roosevelt;  Malea  Godfrey,  Bear  River;  Josh 
Hafen,  Wasatch;  Justin  Harmer,  Payson;  Cody 
S.  Holt,  Spanish  Fork;  Sean  Hughes,  Manila; 
Justin  Jensen,  Richfield;  Brian  L.  Johnson, 
Tooele;  Cari  Sue  Moore,  North  Summit;  Shantell 
Ogden,  Richfield;  Hank  Peay,  Payson;  Christy  J. 
Peterman,  Clearfield;  Jared  W.  Rhodes,  Bear 
River;  Erik  Sams,  Manila;  Kacy  Ann  Stephens, 
Wasatch;  Lona  Brooke  Tanner,  Payson;  Jolene 
Tinker,  Manila;  Mike  Walters,  Manila;  Cody  G. 
Wrathall,  Tooele;  Autumn  L.  Wright,  Payson; 
Chad  Yamane,  Clearfield;  Esther  Yardley, 
Gunnison  Valley 

VERMONT:  Neil  D.  Allen,  Middlebury;  Danny  P. 
Clark,  Vergennes;  Nicole  M.  Ouellette, 
Middlebury;  Howard  W.  Vander  Wey,  Vergennes 
VIRGINIA:  Robert  S.  Baker  Jr.,  Stonewall 
Jackson;  Robert  W.  Bergdoll,  Fort  Defiance; 
Daryl  M.  Bowman,  Strasburg;  Michael  R.  Bryant, 
Va.  Tech  Ag  Ed;  Kent  L.  Burch,  Stonewall 
Jackson;  Aaron  L.  Bushong,  Central;  Michael  A. 
Carter,  Essex;  Mark  A.  Cline,  Fort  Defiance; 
Marion  H.  Cobb,  Turner  Ashby;  Tara  C.  Cupp, 
Turner  Ashby;  Edgar  F.  Downin  Jr.,  Orange 
Senior;  Marty  W.  Easter,  Va.  Tech  Ag  Ed; 


William  Farrar,  Park  View;  Timothy  J.  Grove, 
Turner  Ashby;  Scott  D.  Gunnell,  Tunstall; 
Edward  A.  Hatton,  Fort  Defiance;  Phillip 
Hockman,  Central;  Ricky  L.  Horn,  Buffalo  Gap; 
Brian  Jones,  Fort  Defiance;  Wesley  L.  Kent, 
Broadway;  Stephen  R.  Lohr,  Broadway;  Melissa 
D.  Markley,  Central;  Jeremy  D.  McDonald, 
Sherando;  Thad  E.  Montgomery,  Franklin 
County;  Katherine  Morris,  Fort  Defiance; 
Spencer  E.  Nolen,  Tunstall;  Dusty  E.  dinger, 
Stonewall  Jackson;  Lori  A.  Orndorff,  Central; 
Susan  T.  Sell,  Clarke  County;  James  M. 
Swisher,  Clarke  County;  Carrie  Van  Dyke, 
Orange  Senior;  Mark  B.  Warren,  Park  View; 
Craig  Wichael,  Buffalo  Gap;  Nicky  D.  Williams, 
Lee;  Shannon  L.  Wright,  Grayson  County 
WASHINGTON:  Daniel  M.  Booker,  Othello 
Pioneers;  Melissa  Ann  Davis,  Tahoma;  Justin 
Dixon,  Pomeroy;  Larry  Edward  Duffner,  Ephrata; 
Jeff  W.  Ediger,  Tahoma;  Jill  Harryman, 
Snohomish;  Jeffrey  E.  Hepton,  Asotin;  Julie  J. 
Holterman,  Mt.  Baker;  Doug  Jensen,  Burlington- 
Edison;  Kyle  Kimble,  Pomeroy;  Andy  Kirsten, 
Yelm;  Brock  Jason  Ledgerwood,  Pomeroy;  Brad 
A.  Miller,  Colfax;  Erin  N.  Sams,  Othello  Pioneers; 
Gary  Slaybaugh,  Pomeroy;  Jacob  T.  Smith,  Deer 
Park;  Darci  Lynn  Toth,  Ferndale;  Pat  Wolf, 
Pomeroy 

WEST  VIRGINIA:  Dortha  Atkisson,  Ripley;  Joey 
Carney,  Ripley;  John  William  Curry,  Ripley; 
Albert  Dean  DeLong,  Ravenswood;  Isaac  Lee 
Lewis,  Mineral  County;  Michael  Glen  McFee, 
Wirt  County;  Freda  H.  Miihlbach,  Ravenswood; 
Jason  Miihlbach,  Ravenswood;  Rex  A.  Miihlbach 
III,  Ravenswood;  Anthony  L.  Riddle,  Ritchie 
County;  Seth  Stephens,  Ravenswood;  Marc  J. 
Toothman,  Marion  County 
WISCONSIN:  Todd  L.  Abraham,  Plymouth;  Kara 
Jo  Ackermann,  Argyle;  Brian  K.  Albright, 
Marshfield;  Amy  A.  Anderson,  Sun  Prairie;  Matt 
Anding,  Neillsville;  Tiffany  Barnes,  Hillsboro; 
Aaron  F.  Behnke,  Lena;  Nelda  L.  Behnke,  Lena; 
Shawn  C.  Bernick,  Spencer;  Michael  G.  Bertram, 
New  Holstein;  Thomas  J.  Betley,  Pulaski; 
Christina  Bohm,  Pulaski;  Peter  J.  Boland,  Mount 
Horeb;  Timothy  R.  Brown,  Monroe;  Cindy  T. 
Bruss,  Spencer;  Dale  L.  Budtke,  Marshfield; 
Cara  B.  Bussan,  Black  Hawk;  Luke  Cieslewicz, 
Denmark;  Thomas  Crosby,  Shell  Lake;  Tim  J. 
Doyle,  Amherst;  Darcy  T.  Duckart,  Denmark; 
Mike  Eastman,  Pecatonica;  Jennifer  L.  Erickson, 
Granton;  Matthew  A.  Fanta,  Hillsboro;  Lisa  R. 
Faust,  New  Holstein;  Rochelle  A.  Fisher,  Green 
Bay  East;  Shelby  Fisher,  Weyauwega-Fremont; 
Adam  Flyte,  Westfield;  Brian  Freise,  Melrose- 
Mindoro;  Jonathon  Ganske,  Beaver  Dam;  David 
A.  Gjerseth,  Alma  Center  Lincoln;  Jennifer  M. 
Glatz,  Oshkosh  West;  Darrell  S.  Glodowski, 
Amherst;  Rebecca  L.  Grabarski,  Adams 
Friendship;  Peter  Haakenson,  Evansville; 


Jennifer  A.  Harschlip,  Durand;  Jeff  Hartfiel, 
Weyauwega-Fremont;  Amber  N.  Havens, 
Darlington;  Michael  Helbach,  Amherst;  Chris  E. 
Hendrickson,  Randolph;  Thomas  Hockerman, 
Westfield;  Jason  Horstman,  Cumberland;  David 
P.  Hubbard,  Brookwood;  Scott  L.  Huber,  Alma 
Center  Lincoln;  Steven  R.  Huppert,  Durand;  Carl 
J.  Huschitt,  Black  Hawk;  Dan  J.  Jarek,  Bonduel; 
Matthew  A.  Joas,  Oakfield;  Steven  L.  Johnsrud, 
Pecatonica;  Greg  Jones,  Randolph;  Jason  H. 
Jung,  Randolph;  Michael  Kant,  Black  Hawk; 
Karen  D.  Kissinger,  Kiel;  Jeanette  R.  Klatt,  Alma 
Center  Lincoln;  Bryan  Kligora,  Whitewater; 
Catherine  Knapp,  New  London;  Jason  S.  Kok, 
Randolph;  Brian  Krahn,  Denmark;  David  Kraus, 
New  Holstein;  Jeff  Krenz,  Osceola;  Matthew  T. 
Kundert,  Pecatonica;  Marlowe  U.  Laatsch,  Fort 
Atkinson;  Cory  L.  Larse,  Black  Hawk;  Todd  M. 
Leonard,  Pecatonica;  Mark  D.  Lisowe,  New 
Holstein;  Timothy  M.  Maier,  Chippewa  Falls;  Jill 
Maliszewski,  Arcadia;  Kathy  J.  Mann,  Augusta; 
Craig  Meinholz,  De  Forest;  Janet  Meister,  Sun 
Prairie;  Jodi  Meyer,  Loyal;  Toby  Monson, 
Darlington;  Kevin  Nysse,  Denmark;  Jay  A. 
Oldendorf,  Blair-Taylor;  Mike  Ostrenga, 
Denmark;  Natalie  M.  Parmentier,  Green  Bay 
Preble;  Ronald  E.  Patterson,  Bloomington;  Sara 
Paulsen,  Orfordville  Parkview;  Kenneth  W.  Peart, 
Cuba  City;  Jason  Penning,  Shell  Lake;  Jesse 
Petersen,  Denmark;  Scott  A.  Petrack,  Mayville; 
Marc  D.  Powell,  Mount  Horeb;  Jonathan  R. 
Prochnow,  Randolph;  Joe  Rake,  Beaver  Dam; 
Ray  C.  Rankin  Jr.,  Belleville;  Ken  Raymakers, 
Pulaski;  Jeff  S.  Richardson,  Cuba  City;  Rodney 
R.  Riedesel,  Tomah;  Robby  Roehl,  Granton; 
David  A.  Roitt,  Plymouth;  Granger  R.  Rothbauer, 
Bloomer;  Laura  Rummler,  Johnson  Creek; 
Matthew  Sattler,  New  Holstein;  Brad 
Schjoneman,  Denmark;  Kelly  L.  Schmoll,  Antigo; 
Ed  Schultz,  Montello;  Mathew  I.  Severson, 
Pecatonica;  John  Shulfer,  Amherst;  Leigh  A. 
Siegmund,  Kewaunee;  Scott  M.  Sommerfeld, 
Montello;  Tim  Stauffacher,  Darlington;  Ryan  R. 
Steines,  Cumberland;  Megan  M.  Steinhofer, 
Green  Bay  Preble;  Liza  M.  Sternitzky,  Granton; 
Aaron  Strandberg,  Lincoln  High;  Jesse  J.  Teal, 
Antigo;  Sara  M.  Timm,  Weyauwega-Fremont; 
Brenda  Traynor,  Milton;  Mark  A.  Ulness,  Valders; 
Jason  C.  Untz,  Lake  Mills;  Elizabeth  Wagner, 
Lomira;  James  Walter,  Granton;  Cynthia  A. 
Weber,  Milton;  David  P.  Wilichowski,  Stanley- 
Boyd;  Dennis  S.  Wilkinson,  Alma  Center  Lincoln; 
Michael  Willegal,  Montello;  Theresa  Woodworth, 
Shullsburg;  Dean  W.  Ziegler,  Kiel;  Ron 
Zimmermann,  Elkhart  Lake-Glenbeulah;  Paul 
Zuelke,  Westfield 

WYOMING:  Charles  J.  Fenton,  Shoshoni;  Andy 
Gustafson,  Burns;  Stacy  Lowry,  Gillette;  Craig 
Maurer,  Pine  Bluffs;  Justin  D.  Mills,  Devils 
Tower;  Erin  A.  Petsch,  Southeast  Goshen;  Laney 
E.  Strock,  Douglas;  Jessica  D.  Vierk,  Burns; 
Jennifer  R.  Vineyard,  Bearlodge-Sundance;  Bill 
Waggoner,  Snowy  Range;  Cody  L.  Wagner, 
John  B.  Kendrick 
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Building  Our  American 
Communities 

Sponsored  by  RJR  Nabisco  Foundation,  Inc. 


The  Cathlamet,  Wash.,  FFA  Chapter 
built  and  operated  a  190-foot  salmon 
rearing  pond,  and  host  field  trips  for 
nearby  elementary  students  who  help 
feed  the  salmon.  The  chapter  has  also 
done  extensive  stream  bank  plantings. 
This  commitment  to  community  service 
did  not  go  unnoticed;  the  chapter  was 
named  the  1995  National  Building  Our 


American  Communities  (BOAC)  winner. 

1995  is  the  final  year  of  the  BOAC 
Program  award  area.  In  the  future, 
FFA  chapters  will  be  recognized  for 
their  community  service  projects 
through  the  Model  of  Innovation 
Awards  for  Community  Development 
under  the  National  Chapter  Award 
Program. 

NATIONAL  WINNER: 

Cathlamet,  Wash.,  FFA  Chapter 


Community  service  projects  are  a  major  part  of  any  top-quality  FFA 
chapter.  Although  1995  is  the  last  year  for  the  FFA  to  recognize  BOAC 
award  winners,  chapters  will  continue  to  be  awarded  for  their  community 
service  efforts  through  the  National  Chapter  Award  program. 


NATIONAL  FINALISTS: 

INDIANA:  Shenandoah 

IOWA:  Riceville 

NEBRASKA:  Ravenna-fourth  place 

OKLAHOMA:  Fort  Gibson 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  West  Central 

UTAH:  Grantsville 

WASHINGTON:  Yelm-second  place 

WISCONSIN:  Spencer,  Weyauwega-Fremont- 

third  place 

GOLD 

ARIZONA:  Carl  Hayden 
ARKANSAS:  Lavaca 
CALIFORNIA:  Fullerton,  Orosi 
ILLINOIS:  Amboy,  Cissna  Park,  Franklin 
Center,  Somonauk-Leland,  Warsaw 
IOWA:  Algona,  Creston 
KANSAS:  South  Barber 
LOUISIANA:  Elton,  Hathaway,  Midland, 
Pine  Prairie 

MICHIGAN:  Unionville-Sebewaing 
MISSOURI:  Gallatin 
MONTANA:  Judith 
NEBRASKA:  Blue  Hill,  Leigh 
NEW  YORK:  Chemung  Tioga  Future 
Conservationists,  Greenwich 
OHIO:  Sentinel 

OKLAHOMA:  Billings,  Chickasha 
PENNSYLVANIA:  Grassland,  Lenape, 
Spud  Growers,  West  Snyder 
SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Elkton,  Garretson 
TENNESSEE:  Ripley 
TEXAS:  Mansfield,  Weimar,  Ysleta 
WASHINGTON:  Elma,  Mabton 
WEST  VIRGINIA:  Roane  County 
WISCONSIN:  Cochrane-Fountain  City, 
Evansville,  New  Auburn 
WYOMING:  Southeast  Goshen 


Achievement  In  Volunteerism 

Sponsored  by 

RJR  Nabisco  Foundation,  Inc. 

NATIONAL  WINNER: 

Kourtney  Wesley  of  the  Robert  C.  Hatch 

Kourtney  Wesley,  Robert  C.  Hatch 

FFA  Chapter,  Uniontown,  Ala.,  won  the  1995 

Chapter,  Uniontown,  Ala. 

BOAC  Achievement  in  Volunteerism  award 

for  organizing  his  FFA  chapter's  school 

campus  and  parking  lot  cleanup  project.  In 

NATIONAL  FINALISTS: 

addition,  he  helped  to  organize  another  FFA 

IDAHO:  Trey  V.  Roberts,  Kuna 

chapter's  BOAC  initiative.  Wesley  was 

IOWA:  Dan  Delaney,  Cascade; 

presented  with  a  plaque  at  the  Friday  after- 

Carmen M.  Schulte,  Edgewood-Colesburg-fourth  place 

noon  convention  session. 

KENTUCKY:  Mary  J.  Cooper,  Fleming  County-second  place 

NEBRASKA:  Cody  G.  Heinrich,  Blue  Hill 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Kelly  Grace,  West  Central 

TEXAS:  Adrian  Gonzalez,  Ysleta-third  place;  Charles  C.  Whitson,  Mansfield 

WASHINGTON:  Jeff  Wilder,  Elma 
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Agriscience  Student 
Recognition  Program 

Sponsored  by  Monsanto-Crop  Protection  Business 


Scientific  research  took  center  stage 
when  Sarah  Rhoades-Nichols  of  the 
Cascade,  Mont.,  FFA  Chapter  was 
named  the  1995  Agriscience  Student  of 
the  Year.  Her  research  compared  two 
methods  of  genetic  transformation  in 
the  safflower  plant  in  order  to  improve 
the  saturated  fat  content  of  safflower 
oil.  The  national  program  honors  FFA 
members  who  are  conducting  research 
in  a  new  area  of  agricultural  science 
and  technology. 

The  national  runner-up  in  the 
student  recognition  program  was 
Hillary  Fulk  of  the  Sumner,  Wash.,  FFA 
Chapter.  Fulk's  research  involved 
tracking  the  amount  of  plastic  pellets  in 
various  locations  in  the  Commence- 
ment Bay  area  near  Tacoma,  Wash. 

During  the  Friday  evening  session, 
each  winner  received  a  plaque  com- 
memorating their  accomplishments. 


The  national  winner  received  $7,000 
in  cash  scholarships,  and  the  national 
runner-up  received  $5,500  in  scholar- 
ships. 

NATIONAL  WINNER: 

Sarah  J.  Rhoades-Nichols, 
Cascade,  Mont. 

RUNNER  UP:  Hillary  R.  Fulk, 
Sumner,  Wash. 

NATIONAL  FINALISTS: 

COLORADO:  Sunni  D.  Swan,  Woodlin 

ILLINOIS:  Jeremiah  E.  Nehmelman,  Delavan 

OKLAHOMA:  David  Jeter,  Copan 

NORTH  CAROLINA:  Marie  J.  Paulson, 

C.E.  Jordan 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Chandy  Davis, 

Belle  Fourche 

WISCONSIN:  Sarah  A.  Hubert,  Green  Bay  East 


Being  named  the  best  in  the  nation  zuas  quite 
a  feeling  for  the  winner  of  the  National 
Agriscience  Student  Recognition  program, 
Sarah].  Rhoades-Nichols  from  Cascade,  Mont. 


Agriscience  Teacher  of  the  Year  ^^^ 

Sponsored  by  Ford  Motor  Company  Fund  and  PCS  Sales 


Dale  M.  Gruis  of  St.  Ansgar  Community  High 
School  in  St.  Ansgar,  Iowa,  introduced 
agriscience  and  agribusiness  into  a 
predominantly  production  agriculture 
and  mechanics  curriculum.  His  efforts 
were  rewarded  at  the  convention 
Friday  evening  when  he  was  named 
National  Agriscience  Teacher  of  the 
Year. 

The  Agriscience  Teacher  of  the  Year 
program  recognizes  outstanding 
agricultural  educators  who  success- 
fully integrate  and  emphasize 
agriscience  technology  in  their 
curricula.  Gruis  received  a  $1,500  cash 
award  and  a  plaque. 

NATIONAL  WINNER: 

Dale  M.  Gruis,  St.  Ansgar,  Iowa 


NATIONAL  FINALISTS: 

CALIFORNIA:  Christine  Dickson,  North  High  - 

Bakerstield 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  James  Chilson,  Florence 

WASHINGTON:  Rodney  L.  Cool,  Wenatchee 


With  the  many  changing  faces  of  agricultural  education,  teachers  must  strive  to  develop  ways 
to  integrate  new  technologies  into  their  educational  programs.  Dale  M.  Gruis  of  St.  Ansgar, 
Iowa,  was  named  the  1995  Agriscience  Teacher  of  the  Year  on  Friday  evening  for  broadening 
his  program  by  introducing  agriscience. 
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National  Chapter  Award 

Sponsored  by  the  National  FFA  Foundation  General  Fund 


The  Yelm,  Wash.,  FFA  Chapter 
struck  gold  not  once,  but  three  times  at 
the  1995  National  FFA  Convention.  In 
addition  to  the  National  Chapter 
Award,  Yelm  is  also  among  the  gold 
honorees  in  the  National  Chapter 
Safety  Award  and  BOAC  programs, 
making  it  one  of  six  Triple  Gold 
chapters  in  1995. 

To  win  a  National  Chapter  Award, 
FFA  chapters  must  exhibit  excellence  in 
all  12  areas  of  their  program  of  activi- 
ties. One  of  Yelm's  many  projects  is  its 
"A  Gift  for  All  Seasons"  program.  In 
the  spring  they  perform  rejuvenation 
and  beautification  work  in  the  town. 
In  the  fall  they  do  yard  work  for 
individual  senior  citizens  in  the 
community. 

Another  program  is  Yelm's  "Public 
Safety  Information  Nights."  During 
these  special  workshops,  chapter 
members  address  topics  such  as  gun 
safety,  communicable  diseases,  seatbelt 
safety  and  bicycle  safety.  The  178- 
member  chapter  reaches  thousands  of 


people  in  its  community,  both  young 
and  old,  through  the  safety  seminars. 

Yelm  is  one  of  93  chapters  that 
ranked  in  the  Gold  category  out  of  the 
7,264  FFA  chapters  across  the  nation. 
Silver  and  bronze  awards  also  were 
presented. 

GOLD 

ARIZONA:  Highland,  Peoria 

CALIFORNIA:  Chowchilla,  Mt.  Whitney,  Norco 

COLORADO:  Valley,  Yuma 

CONNECTICUT:  Housatonic  Valley 

FLORIDA:  Taylor  Senior 

GEORGIA:  Colquitt  County,  Gilmer  County, 

Jeff  Davis,  Perry 

IDAHO:  Kuna 

ILLINOIS:  Amboy,  Cissna  Park,  Seneca 

INDIANA:  Clinton  Central,  Shenandoah,  Woodlan 

IOWA:  Alburnett,  Harlan,  Marengo,  Vinton 

KANSAS:  Chapman,  Clay  Center 

KENTUCKY:  Scott  County 

LOUISIANA:  Elton,  Hathaway,  Lacassine 

MAINE:  Presque  Isle 

MICHIGAN:  Marshall,  Unionville-Sebewaing  Area 

MINNESOTA:  Willmar 


National  Chapter 
Safety  Award 

Sponsored  by  Equipment  Manufacturers  Institute 
and  New  Holland 


Safety  has  never  been  more  impor- 
tant than  in  this  era  of  high  technology 
and  agriculture  is  no  exception.  Those 
chapters  that  spread  the  word  about 
safety  throughout  their  communities 
were  rewarded  for  their  efforts  Thursday 
afternoon  with  recognition  in  the 
National  Chapter  Safety  Award  Program. 

The  West  Central  FFA  Chapter  of 
Hartford,  S.D.,  was  among  the  31  who 
were  awarded  Gold  status  for  their 
programs.  In  addition  to  conducting 
two  farm  safety  day  camps,  FFA 
members  participated  in  a  drunk 
driving  safety  program.  Members  acted 
in  a  drunk  driving  docudrama  at  their 
high  school  and  collaborated  with  State 
Farm  Insurance  Company  to  distribute 
information  about  designated  drivers. 
When  a  student  died  of  exposure  last 
winter,  the  chapter  assembled  and 
handed  out  cold  weather  survival  kits. 
Each  program  was  well  received  by  the 
Hartford  community. 


West  Central  also  earned  Gold 
ratings  in  the  National  Chapter 
Award  and  BOAC,  making  it  one  of 
six  Triple  Crown  chapters  in  1995. 

GOLD 

COLORADO:  Eaton 
INDIANA:  Clinton  Central,  North  Newton 
IOWA:  Creston,  West  Dubuque 
KANSAS:  Atwood,  Highland,  Hill  City 
KENTUCKY:  Apollo 
LOUISIANA:  Lacassine 
MINNESOTA:  United  South  Central 
NEBRASKA:  Ravenna,  Schuyler,  Superior 
OHIO:  East  Clinton,  West  Muskingum 
OKLAHOMA:  Chickasha,  Claremore 
PENNSYLVANIA:  Spud  Growers 
SOUTH  DAKOTA:  West  Central 
TENNESSEE:  Lexington 
TEXAS:  Ysleta 

WASHINGTON:  Cathlamet,  Elma,  Yelm 
WISCONSIN:  Denmark,  Granton, 
Reedsburg,  Stratford,  Weyauwega-Fremont 
WYOMING:  Sundance-Bearlodge 


MISSOURI:  Aurora,  Carthage,  El  Dorado  Springs, 

Eldon,  McDonald,  Troy,  Union 

MONTANA:  Flathead  County,  Shields  Valley 

NEBRASKA:  Tri  County 

NEVADA:  Ruby  Mountain,  Silver  Sage 

NEW  JERSEY:  Allentown 

NORTH  CAROLINA:  South  Rowan 

NORTH  DAKOTA:  Finley-Sharon,  Rugby 

OHIO:  Bowling  Green,  Elmwood,  Indian  Valley, 

Miami  Trace,  National  Trail,  New  Bremen, 

Talawanda 

OKLAHOMA:  Alva,  Broken  Arrow,  Burlington, 

Chickasha,  Edmond,  Elgin,  Midway,  Pawnee. 

Ripley,  Sapulpa,  Thomas,  Tipton 

PENNSYLVANIA:  West  Snyder 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Elkton,  West  Central 

TENNESSEE:  Bradley  Central,  McMinn  County, 

Riverside 

TEXAS:  Calallen,  Clear  Creek,  Mansfield,  Snyder 

UTAH:  Grantsville,  Manila 

VIRGINIA:  Fauquier,  Park  View  Senior 

WASHINGTON:  Cathlamet,  Elma,  Winlock.  Yelm 

WISCONSIN:  Black  Hawk,  Bloomer,  Denmark, 

Evansville 

WYOMING:  Bearlodge-Sundance,  Southeast 

Goshen 


This  FFA  member  celebrated  after  her  chapiter 
received  the  National  Chapter  Award,  which 
recognizes  outstanding  FFA  chapters  that  excel 
in  all  areas  of  their  Program  of  Activities. 
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National  FFA  Chorus  ^^^ 

Sponsored  by  Ford  Division-Ford  Motor  Company 


When  the  National  FFA  Chorus 
performed,  everyone  listened.  The 
melodic  sounds  of  106  voices  joined  in 
harmony  was  powerful  enough  to 
silence  even  the  lowest  of  murmurs  in 
the  capacity-filled  auditorium,  as 
audience  members  listened  intently  to 
every  note.  When  the  song  was 
finished,  the  lyrical  beauty  was  always 
replaced  by  enthusiastic  cheers  and 
applause  that  resonated  throughout  the 
arena. 

Representing  chapters  in  25  states, 
these  talented  FFA  members  collabo- 
rated on  a  number  of  performances 
throughout  Kansas  City  during  the 
convention.  At  the  Reflections  sessions 
or  at  the  "Taste  of  Kansas  City"  dinner, 
singing  tuneful  ballads  or  belting  out 
show-stoppers,  the  chorus  captivated 
audiences  wherever  it  went. 

Conductor  Roger  Kelley  of  Pullman, 
Wash.,  was  back,  leading  the  chorus  for 
his  third  convention.  He  was  assisted 
by  Jeremy  Simler.  Accompanists  Honey 
Wilson  and  Lori  Wiest  helped  keep  the 


singers  in  harmony.  Danae  Williams 
and  Neil  Newlun  served  as  chaper- 
ones  for  the  chorus. 

CALIFORNIA:  Lindsay  Wilmeth,  Kingsburg 
COLORADO:  Crystal  Ming,  McClave 
IDAHO:  John  Marone,  Troy 
ILLINOIS:  Jennifer  Berry,  Heritage;  Grant  Cole, 
Payson;  Bryan  Egolf,  Cissna  Park;  Aaron 
Hollewell,  Eastland 

IOWA:  Brian  Borcherding,  Hampton  Tall  Corn; 
Matthew  Chizek,  Emmetsburg;  Collette  Conway, 
Mid-Prairie;  Kerri  Gaskill,  Lake  Mills;  Mary 
Hardy,  Southern  Cal;  Jane  Knobloch,  West 
Lyon;  Jarra  Schlafke,  South  Hamilton;  Joshua 
Twedt,  Decorah;  Micah  Weber,  Rockwell- 
Sheffield;  Jared  Willis,  Ackley-Geneva 
KANSAS:  Amanda  Doud,  Mankato;  Kent 
Grimm,  Sabetha;  Scott  Peltier,  Concordia;  Kerry 
Priest,  Sabetha;  Matthew  Vogel,  South  Barber 
KENTUCKY:  Leslie  Asbury,  Mason  County; 
Jason  Logsdon,  Meade  County 
MARYLAND:  Timothy  Michael,  Clear  Spring; 
Tatiana  Smith,  Linganore 
MICHIGAN:  Kelly  Jo  Aebig,  Montagua;  Hillary 
Tjlchelaar,  Lowell 


Alma  Meraz  of  Vici,  Okla.,  harmonized  with  her  choral  colleagues  during  an  onstage 
performance  of  the  National  FFA  Chorus. 


MINNESOTA:  Jacob  Anderson,  Mountain  Lake; 
Dan  McCarvel,  SU-RL-B;  Derek  Peterson, 
Buffalo  Lake-Hector;  Melissa  Vorland,  Ashley 
MISSOURI:  Eric  Barb,  Green  Ridge;  Christy 
Cunningham,  Westran;  Merle  Harmon,  Pleasant 
Hope;  Kerry  Lewis,  Wright  City;  Jennifer  Rolf, 
Tarkio;  Corey  Schooler,  Princeton;  Robert 
Supinger,  Worth  County 
MISSISSIPPI:  Courtney  Scoggin,  Newton 
Municipal 

MONTANA:  Chris  Bengoche,  Culbertson;  David 
Flugge,  Hobson;  Benjamin  Lund,  Lewiston; 
JoDon  Phillips,  Judith  Gap;  Amber  Williams, 
Joliet 

NEBRASKA:  Stephanie  Ballagh,  Prague; 
Jennifer  Cooksley,  Sandhills;  Jaclyn  Duis,  Diller; 
Julie  Duis,  Diller;  Christopher  Ebbers,  Norris; 
Robert  Elder,  Fairbury;  Philip  Erdman,  Bayard; 
Ryan  Minard,  Falls  City;  Emily  Mitchell,  Norris; 
James  Oltman,  Wilber-Clatonia;  Laura  Pecka, 
Wilber-Clatonia;  Sara  Rasmussen,  Logan  View; 
Shannon  Reiss,  Wilcox 
NEW  MEXICO:  Angela  Usherwood,  Artesia 
NEW  YORK:  Lela  Dunbar,  Belleville  Henderson; 
Andrew  Sears,  Falconer 
OHIO:  Kimberly  Deal,  Houston;  Jamie 
Hathaway,  Greenville;  Darrin  Karcher,  Wynford; 
John  Vanderpool,  South  Central 
OKLAHOMA:  Jacie  Foresee,  Gufaula;  Terina 
Gibbs,  Central  High;  David  Johnson, 
Tishomingo;  Kim  Kisling,  Burlington;  Rodney 
Knowles,  Arnett;  Alma  Meraz,  Vici;  Nicholas 
Mueller,  Guymon;  Trent  Patton,  Chattanooga; 
Kiley  Rieger,  Burlington;  Rashell  Rowland,  Altus 
OREGON:  Simon  Hare,  Illinois;  Brandon  Van 
Atta,  Ontario;  Chris  Ward,  Phoenix 
SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Kyle  Peterson,  Clark 
TENNESSEE:  Jamie  Weathford,  Riverside 
TEXAS:  Jacob  Crawford,  Snyder;  Holly  Howell, 
Kilgore;  Jeremy  Jones,  Calallen;  Kellie  Krebs, 
Calallen;  L.  S.  McClain,  Snyder;  Heather  Oksa, 
Mineral  Wells;  Michelle  Phillips,  Munday;  Sarah 
Pierce,  Snyder;  Robert  Stephenson,  Calallen 
WASHINGTON:  Jessica  Beall,  Eastmont;  Diane 
Butzberger,  Enumclaw;  Paul  Houtarl,  Finley; 
Marc  Johnson,  Cathlamet;  Jeffrey  MacMillan, 
Mountain  View;  Jaclyn  Meline,  Kahlotus;  Sarah 
Moddrell,  Pasco  49ers;  Rebecca  Rubens, 
Vancouver;  Ralph  Serranilla,  Evergreen;  Melissa 
Sines,  Nooksack  Valley 
WEST  VIRGINIA:  James  Friend,  Jefferson 
WISCONSIN:  Melissa  Becker,  Aubumdale; 
Matthew  Brown,  Colby;  Jason  Drabek,  Edgar; 
Jeremiah  Federickson,  Amery;  Kristi  Koenig, 
Athens;  Holly  Malboeuf,  Waterford 
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National  FFA  Band 


Musicians  who  are  a  part  of  the  National  FFA  Band  are  talented  and  musically  diverse  FFA 
members  like  Carrie  Hart  of  Springfield,  Mo.  All  of  the  components  of  the  band  come  together 
in  a  few  short  days  before  convention  begins,  preparing  for  the  performance  of  a  lifetime  on 
the  convention  stage. 


ARIZONA:  Cassie  Allen,  Highland 
ARKANSAS:  Laurie  Kinder,  Salem;  Thomas 
Whittenburg,  Lonoke 

CALIFORNIA:  Paulo  Almeida,  Livingston; 
Geoffrey  Schulz,  Tulare;  Kristina  Smith, 
Woodland 

COLORADO:  Teresa  Walker,  Woodlin 
CONNECTICUT:  Cheryle  Terrell,  Woodbury 
DELAWARE:  Cindi  Hewitt,  Caesar-Rodney 
FLORIDA:  Amanda  Bennett,  South  Sumter  Sr.; 
Meghan  McCracken,  Gaither  Sr. 
ILLINOIS:  Greg  Dare,  Canton;  Tim  Dedert, 
Unity;  Peter  Fink,  Eastland;  Paula  Meeker,  lllini; 
Alyssa  Rod,  Mendota;  Sara  Stevenson,  Central 
of  Clifton;  Jason  Tuter,  Unity 
INDIANA:  Dana  Gall,  Fairfield;  Lora  Salkeld, 
Scottsburg;  Jennifer  Schwartz,  Berne 
IOWA:  Robert  Cole,  Wilton;  Andrew  Dial, 
Southern  Cal;  Shawna  McCall,  Maple  Valley; 
Cynthia  Mitchell,  Maple  Valley;  Allen  Poppe, 
Nashua-Plainfield;  Carla  Rogis,  Dewitt  Central; 
Amelia  Urmie,  Wilton;  Nichol  Witt,  Rockwell- 
Sheffield;  Benjamin  Woelber,  Sheldon  Golden 
KANSAS:  Nathan  Ashley,  Goessel;  Derek 
Klingenberg,  Peabody-Bums;  Kelli  McReynolds, 
Concordia;  Tamara  Munsch,  Hays;  Aaron 
Ratzlaff,  Goessel;  Megan  Schmidt,  Goessel 
KENTUCKY:  Christi  Stafford,  Jessamine  County 
LOUISIANA:  James  Loftus,  North  DeSoto 
MARYLAND:  Mark  Michael,  Clear  Spring 
MICHIGAN:  Bryan  Clark,  Laker;  Steven 
Hamilton,  Perry-Morrice;  Nicholas  Ladd, 
Waldron;  Edward  Reif,  BACC 


MINNESOTA:  Amy  Anderson,  Albert  Lea;  Erin 

Gooden,  Alden-Conger;  Lee  Janssen,  Sioux 

Valley-Round  Lake;  Tara  Mattson,  Alden-Conger 

MISSISSIPPI:  D.  Merrell  Porter,  Bassfield 

MISSOURI:  Charles  Brown,  Westran;  Carrie 

Hart,  Fair  Grove;  David  Heaper,  Higginsville; 

Amanda  McBroom,  Greenfield;  Travis  McNeall, 

Keytesville;  Brian  Yardley,  Fayette 

MONTANA:  Lisa  Anderson,  Conrad;  Bobbie 

Bradley,  Colstrip;  Quinton  Bridges,  Stillwater 

Valley;  Deanna  Fladstol,  Conrad;  Seth  Imlay, 

Clarksfork 

NEBRASKA:  Misty  Anderson,  Hyannis;  Aaron 

Cline,  Superior;  Matthew  Cox,  Norfolk;  Phillip 

Menke,  Superior;  Sam  Mortensen,  Medicine 

Valley;  Toby  Spiehs,  Aurora;  Rebecca 

VonSeggern,  Scribner-Snyder 

NEVADA:  Cheryl  Foster,  Clear  Creek;  Elke 

Steeves,  Ruby  Mountain 

NEW  JERSEY:  Melissa  Vassalo,  Buena 

Regional 

NEW  YORK:  Rebecca  Roberts,  Cuba-Rushford 

NORTH  DAKOTA:  Angie  Dick,  Lisbon;  Erika  Jo 

Kenner,  Leeds;  Lorri  Loh,  Killdeer 

OHIO:  Brian  Cotterman,  Upper  Valley  JVS; 

Joseph  Pennington,  Evergreen;  Darrick  Riggs, 

Marysville 

OKLAHOMA:  Andrea  Acre,  Canton;  Russell 

Crow,  Quapaw;  Amanda  Hill,  Wilburton;  Jennifer 

Phillips,  Minco;  Charly  Ann  Tautfest,  Frontier 

OREGON:  Caleb  Horn,  Oakland;  Theresa 

Mecham,  Nyssa 


Sponsored  by  Ford 
Division-Ford  Motor 
Company  and  the  National 
FFA  Foundation  General 
Fund 

Many  FFA  members  who  attend 
the  national  convention  dream  about 
one  day  standing  on  the  convention 
stage  before  an  audience  of  thousands. 
Members  in  the  National  FFA  Band 
made  their  dream  a  reality  several 
times  a  day  during  the  convention. 

These  talented  musicians,  113 
members  representing  36  states, 
brought  their  instruments  and  their 
enthusiasm  to  Kansas  City  and 
energized  session  after  session  with 
their  musical  performances. 

Besides  playing  at  Wednesday's 
grand  opening  of  the  National 
Agricultural  Career  Show,  the  band 
made  several  appearances  on  the 
arena  stage.  With  numbers  ranging 
from  a  medley  called  "Superstar 
Rock"  to  selections  from  Disney's 
"The  Lion  King,"  the  band  kept 
everyone  upbeat. 

Back  for  a  fourth  year  as  conductor 
was  Gene  Englerth  of  Webberville, 
Mich. 


PENNSYLVANIA:  Julie  Edwards,  Central 
Columbia;  Aimee  Jo  Hauck,  Central  Columbia 
SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Melissa  Heinricy,  Colman- 
Egan;  Rachel  Kelley,  Brookings;  Sheri  Moeller, 
Brookings 

TENNESSEE:  Clifford  Hutcherson,  Spring  Hill 
TEXAS:  Kelly  Biasiolli,  Burleson;  Amy  Jo 
Brockman,  Kirbyville;  Robby  Kinsala, 
Waxahachie;  Rian  Patek,  Katy;  Audra  Young, 
Wilson;  Lora  Yowell,  Wilson 
UTAH:  Melissa  Swenson,  Payson 
WASHINGTON:  Sarah  Crane,  Stanwood;  Lyndi 
Meyer,  Kelso;  Benjamin  Riehm,  White  River; 
Marcus  Ripp,  Woodland;  Deric  Schmierer, 
Odessa 

WEST  VIRGINIA:  Peyton-Leigh  Norford,  Ripley 
WISCONSIN:  Stacy  Delrow,  New  London;  Jon 
Fetting,  Cochrane-Fountain  City;  Alicia  Kasper, 
Turtle  Lake;  Brent  McWithey,  Prairie  Farm;  Julie 
Mudler,  Mt.  Horeb;  Sharon  Pribbernow, 
Granton;  April  Sawyer,  Sevastopol;  Clarice 
Seebandt,  Neillsville 

WYOMING:  Jose  Chavez,  Shoshoni;  Andrea 
Haggerty,  Shoshoni;  Kathy  Zezas,  Buffalo 
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National  FFA  Talent  ^^^ 

Sponsored  by  Ford  Division-Ford  Motor  Company 


ALABAMA:  Torey  Boyd,  Red  Bay;  Brittney 
Collum,  Red  Bay;  Brandon  Elliott,  Red  Bay;  Sid 
Lane,  Eufaula;  Bradley  Mitchell,  Eufaula;  Dustin 
Nunley,  Red  Bay;  Brandon  Nunley,  Red  Bay; 
Heather  Ozbirn,  Red  Bay;  Rodney  Pruitt,  Red 
Bay;  JanReqa  Pugh,  Eufaula;  Rene  Self, 
Eufaula 

ARKANSAS:  Sarah  Waits,  Paragould 
DELAWARE:  Hop  McNeal,  Caesar  Rodney 
HAWAII:  Jed  Aplaca,  Lahainaluna;  Lehua 
Hauanio,  Lahainaluna;  Tiare  Johnson, 
Lahainaluna;  David  Sakurai,  Lahainaluna;  Ryan 
Taniguchi,  Lahainaluna;  Kenneth  Victor, 
Lahainaluna 

IDAHO:  Ginger  Bland,  Murtaugh;  Aimee  Bland, 
Murtaugh;  Stacy  Egbert,  Murtaugh;  Alish  Funk, 
Murtaugh;  Tiffanie  Gunnell,  Murtaugh;  Valerie 
Hepworth,  Murtaugh;  Brittany  Hunsaker, 
Murtaugh;  Brittany  McFarland,  Murtaugh; 
Elizabeth  Moyes,  Murtaugh;  Kelli  Pyne, 
Murtaugh;  Melissa  Tolman,  Murtaugh 
IOWA:  Jill  Behrens,  Albumett;  Trenae  Jons, 
Alburnett;  Misty  Liebe,  Alburnett;  Jill  Moore, 
Albumett;  Jennifer  Moore,  Alburnett;  Sarah 
Titler,  Alburnett;  Tasha  Washburn,  Alburnett 
KANSAS:  Scott  Graver,  North  Central 
MARYLAND:  Tracy  Clagett,  South  Carroll 
MICHIGAN:   Gretta  Barrie,  Hillman;  Michelle 
Billingsley,  Lowell 

MISSOURI:  Korissa  Cox,  North  Harrison;  Travis 
Tucker,  Thayer 

MONTANA:  Nikki  Andres,  Missoula 
NEBRASKA:  Ashley  Aulick,  Scottsbluff;  Billy 
Baxter,  Ainsworth;  Nicole  Haynes,  Schuyler; 
Rachel  Mares,  Schuyler;  Ryan  Propst, 
Ainsworth;  Matt  Smith,  Ainsworth;  Josh  Trail, 
Ainsworth 

NEW  MEXICO:  Cyd  Wyley,  Clayton 
NORTH  CAROLINA:  Brian  Jamerson,  Madison 
NORTH  DAKOTA:  Nancy  Contor,  Blackfoot; 
Joshua  Harty,  Kindred;  Amy  Huff,  Kenmare 
OKLAHOMA:  Kristin  Johnson,  Mountain  View- 
Gotebo;  Suzie  Keller,  Minco;  Skye  Varner, 
Bristow;  Chad  Wiginton,  Altus 
TEXAS:  Brant  Baudin,  Leander;  Amy  Olstad, 
Kirbyville;  Pauline  Reese,  Leander 
UTAH:  Toni  Staples,  Richfield 
WASHINGTON:   Devon  DeVries,  Burlington- 
Edison;  Jack  James,  Goldendale;  Dusty  James, 
Goldendale;  Wayne  McMillian,  Goldendale;  John 
Rolfe,  Goldendale 

WISCONSIN:   Sarah  Brown,  Colby;  Sarah 
Quade,  Milton 


The  sights  and  sounds  of  the  National  FFA  Talent  Program  could  be  found 
almost  anywhere  in  Kansas  City  during  the  national  FFA  convention. 
Thirty-three  performance  acts  representing  states  from  Hawaii  to  Delaware 
entertained  crowds  nearly  400  times  at  FFA  functions,  local  civic  meetings  and 
the  American  Royal. 

Gary  Maricle,  principal  of  East  Agribusiness  High  School  in  Kansas  City,  is 
the  coordinator  of  the  program. 

Talent  acts  included  singers,  dancers,  comedians  and  bands.  A  tap-dancing, 
rock-n-roll  granny  got  the  crowd  swaying  to  the  beat  during  her  performance. 

Bill  Williams,  assistant  director  of  the  talent  program  and  a  music  teacher 
from  East  Agribusiness  High  School  in  Kansas  City,  says  the  FFA  members 
selected  for  talent  acts  are  a  unique  group. 

"These  are  highly  intelligent,  motivated  and  talented  individuals,"  Williams 
said.  "But  what  makes  the  difference  is  the  leadership." 

The  FFA  members  in  the  talent  program  were  selected  from  a  number  of 
audition  tapes  submitted  prior  to  the  convention.  Once  the  students  arrived  in 
Kansas  City,  some  took  the  initiative  to  join  other  acts,  organize  a  new  group  or 
compose  harmonies  with  the  National  FFA  Band. 

The  talent  members  had  the  opportunity  to  show  their  best  performances  on 
Thursday  evening  during  the  National  FFA  Talent  Revue.  Acts  for  this  event 
were  selected  from  the  entire  group  of  performers  based  mostly  on  their  enthusi- 
asm and  crowd-pleasing  abilities. 

In  addition  to  Williams,  Maricle  is  assisted  by  a  former  talent  participant,  Rob 
Enbody  of  Longview,  Wash.,  and  Scott  Stewart,  agriculture  instructor  at  East 
Agribusiness  High  School  in  Kansas  City. 


Members  of  the  National  FFA  Talent  program  provided  entertainment  from  many  stages 
during  the  week  of  the  convention.  Amy  Olstad  of  the  Kirbyville  FFA  Chapter,  Kirbyville, 
Texas,  was  one  of  the  convention  performers. 
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Retiring  Addresses 


Long  Way  Home 


Corey  D.  Flournoy 
National  FFA  President 
Chicago,  Illinois 


It's  hard  to  say  from  where  you  stand, 

Exactly  when  it  all  began. 

Some  place  there's  a  point  you  crossed  the  line. 

It's  a  long  way  home. 
It's  a  long  way  home. 
It's  a  long  way  home. 

Trying  to  retrace  your  steps, 
It's  all  too  easy  to  forget, 
Just  what  way  to  go. 
It's  a  long  way  home 

Outside  the  sky  is  threatening, 
You  slowly  gather  up  your  things 
You  wonder  how  you  ever  will  explain. 

It's  a  long  way  home 
It's  a  long  way  home. 

It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  exactly  when  this  quest  began 
and  all  the  places  it  has  taken  me.  With  each  new  adventure 
or  new  road  I've  been  able  to  travel,  I  had  to  leave  home 
behind.  Part  of  life  is  going  out  and  experiencing  it  often 
without  knowing  the  outcome  or  where  each  road  will  lead. 
You  have  to  take  your  chances  and  enjoy  our  creator's  plan 
unknowing  what  He  has  in  store  for  our  lives.  It's  similar  to 
traveling  in  a  car  with  some  friends  and  just  throwing  the 
map  aside  and  seeing  where  luck  will  take  you. 

When  I  think  about  great  people  whose  names  fill  many 
history  books,  like  Christopher  Columbus,  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  Henry  Groseclose  and  the  woman  who  appears  on 
the  silver  dollar  who  fought  for  women's  right  to  vote,  Susan 
B.  Anthony,  they  each  took  the  risk  to  go  and  try  against 
insurmountable  odds.  These  leaders  are  famous  because  they 
refused  to  miss  the  magic  of  life  by  focusing  on  what  could 
happen. 

Some  time  ago,  I  learned  of  the  story  of  a  great  young  hero 
in  Greece  known  as  Thesesus.  The  young  man  was  the  son  of 
the  king  from  Athens,  Greece,  who  was  a  highly  motivated 
and  adventurous  person.  After  many  years  of  being  apart 
from  his  father,  Thesesus  returned  to  find  his  hometown  of 
Athens  in  an  uproar  about  a  great  curse  that  had  been  passed 
on  their  kingdom.  It  seemed  that  years  ago,  an  evil  curse  had 
been  placed  on  them  where  every  seven  years,  a  ship  from  the 
town  of  Crete  would  come  and  take  captive  seven  youth  and 
seven  maidens  to  be  taken  back  to  their  land. 

Once  they  reached  Crete,  the  14  people  would  be  placed 
into  a  strange  prison,  a  kind  of  maze  and  made  to  find  their 
way  through  the  winding  tunnels  where  they  would  encoun- 
ter a  horrible  monster  known  as  the  minotaur  that  had  the 
body  of  a  man  and  the  head  of  a  bull.  In  all  of  their  history,  no 
one  had  ever  survived  this  journey. 

It  had  again  become  the  seventh  year  and  the  ship  would 
be  returning  to  pick  up  more  people.  Thesesus,  although  only 
being  home  a  short  time,  begged  his  father  to  go  on  the 
journey  to  see  if  he  could  slay  the  beast  and  save  the  people  of 
the  city.  The  King  argued  with  his  son  and  pleaded  with  him 


not  to  leave  home.  Nevertheless,  Thesesus  was  serious  about 
taking  on  the  adventure  despite  the  chances  of  failure  or 
death.  "Please,  let  me  go  as  one  of  the  captives  and  I  will  slay 
the  minotaur.  Although  I  do  not  know  what  will  happen  to 
me  in  the  end,  I  feel  I  owe  it  to  our  kingdom  and,  more 
importantly,  to  myself  to  try,"  he  pleaded. 

And  so  he  and  the  others  traveled  across  the  sea.  Upon 
arriving,  he  met  with  the  king  of  Crete  and  immediately  tried 
to  make  an  agreement.  He  asked,  "Please  send  me  alone  and 
allow  me  to  slay  the  minotaur.  Give  me  the  chance  to  free  my 
people.  When  I  return,  the  14  others  would  be  set  free  and 
the  curse  lifted  forever.  If  I  die,  the  others  will  follow  me  into 
the  dungeon." 

The  king  agreed  and  allowed  Thesesus  to  face  the  monster 
alone.  The  king's  daughter  secretly  helped  Thesesus  by 
providing  him  with  a  dagger  to  kill  the  monster  and  a  spool 
of  gold  thread  to  find  his  way  back  through  the  maze. 

As  Thesesus  stood  ready  to  venture  into  the  maze,  it  might 
have  crossed  his  mind  that  he  was  a  long  way  from  home, 
away  from  the  comforts  and  security  it  provided.  He  knew  he 
had  to  take  the  risk  to  make  life  better  for  others  in  his 
kingdom.  After  he  was  led  to  the  dungeon,  the  guards  shut 
the  doors  and  he  quickly  fastened  one  end  of  the  thread  to  a 
pointed  rock.  He  made  his  way  through  the  dark,  winding 
passages,  often  down  wrong  paths.  Eventually  he  came  upon 
a  room  heaped  high  with  bones  and  began  to  hear  the  roars  of 
the  monster.  Using  nothing  more  than  dirt  to  blind  the 
monster  and  the  dagger  to  slay  him,  he  was  victorious  in  his 
journey.  He  found  his  way  out  of  the  dungeon  and  took  the 
king's  daughter  back  to  his  kingdom  to  marry  her. 

It  is  easy  for  some  of  us  to  run  back  to  that  secure  place  of 
comfort  at  the  first  sign  of  a  challenge  or  failure.  Just  as 
Thesesus,  we  will  be  faced  with  the  day  and  moment  of  truth 
to  take  our  chances  towards  our  goals  and  dreams  despite  the 
possibility  of  being  disappointed.  If  you  want  to  leave  your 
mark  on  the  world,  a  mark  no  one  can  take  away  or  debate, 
find  something  in  your  life  that  you  deem  worthy  of  investing 
your  time  and  energy  into  and  make  it  happen.  So  many  great 
adventures  await  you  if  only  you  have  the  courage,  confi- 
dence and  desire  not  to  let  fear  or  others  deter  you  from 
taking  your  own  path. 

Julius  Caesar  sailed  his  army  across  the  great  oceans  and 
eventually  landed  them  in  England.  They  were  at  war  with 
England  and  knew  they  had  a  great  task  before  them  if  they 
wanted  to  achieve  victory  for  their  country.  On  the  trip  over, 
many  of  the  men  on  the  ships  were  afraid  of  the  possibilities 
of  a  failed  mission  or  even  worse,  death  for  themselves. 
Caesar  was  determined  that  there  would  be  no  chance  of  a 
possible  retreat.  He  wanted  to  show  his  troops  that  their 
invasion  meant  victory  or  death.  So  he  burned  his  ships 
before  their  eyes.  Julius  Caesar  was  determined  not  to  turn 
back  towards  home,  but  to  go  full  steam  ahead  toward 
victory. 

The  leader  within  you  is  the  one  that  has  to  be  your  guide 
down  the  right  path  to  success.  Caesar  could  have  easily 
made  the  decision  to  listen  to  his  crew  and  turn  back  home. 
However,  he  decided  to  go  toward  victory  and  stick  with  the 
battle.  In  your  life,  you  have  the  obligation  to  choose  the 
paths  you  will  follow  and  in  some  instances,  create  new  ones. 
If  you  fail  to  choose  one,  someone  else  may  choose  it  for  you. 
We  have  to  know  who  we  are  before  we  can  know  where  we 
are  going.  If  we  don't,  we  are  bound  to  follow  the  crowd  and 
never  end  up  where  we  ultimately  want  to  be. 

In  the  process  of  following  others  and  living  your  life  the 
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way  others  think  you  should  live  it,  it  is  so  easy  to  become 
lost  within  ourselves.  Have  you  ever  asked  yourself  the 
question,  "Who  am  I?"  Although  it  may  seem  to  be  one  of  the 
world's  easiest  questions,  believe  me,  it  can  be  a  very  difficult 
question  to  answer.  Do  you  know  who  you  are?  Do  you 
realize  all  that  you  have  to  offer  the  world  with  your  talents 
and  capabilities?  Do  you  understand  your  God-given  gifts  as 
well  as  your  shortcomings?  Despite  the  various  components 
that  make  up  who  you  are  as  a  person,  do  you  value  who  you 
really  are? 

This  past  year,  I  have  encountered  so  many  people  along 
the  way  who  have  become  frustrated,  distressed  or  lacked  the 
confidence  to  pursue  their  dreams  because  they  did  not 
understand  all  that  they  were  capable  of  accomplishing. 
Regardless  of  your  physical  conditions,  gender,  ethnic 
background,  race,  how  much  you  or  your  family  owns,  where 
you  live  or  other  ways  people  may  criticize  or  classify  you, 
you  must  live  your  life  to  the  fullest  and  never  let  anything 
stop  you  from  being  successful. 

Looking  back  now  over  the  road  God  has  allowed  me  to 
travel  this  past  year,  I  am  grateful  for  the  paths  I  have 
traveled  and  the  adventures  that  are  now  an  important  part  of 
my  past.  I  have  been  hiking  in  the  beautiful  mountains  of 
Montana  and  Canada,  learned  how  to  mariengay  with  the 
Puerto  Rico  members,  gotten  thrown  into  the  lake  several 
times  by  all  of  the  campers  at  the  North  Carolina  Camp  (of 
course,  not  without  getting  proper  revenge),  and  even  learned 
how  to  speak  a  little  bit  of  Japanese. 

All  this  to  the  young,  urban,  African-American  guy  from 
Chicago,  who  seven  years  ago  had  never  even  heard  of  the 
FFA  and  knew  very  Httle  about  agriculture.  Although  home  is 
a  great  place  to  be,  there  are  so  many  great  opportunities  that 
await  each  of  us.  The  only  real  factor  that  can  stop  you  is  you. 
When  you  look  back  on  your  life,  you'll  regret  the  things  you 
didn't  do  more  than  the  ones  you  did. 

Think  about  the  moments  in  your  life  when  you  feel  most 
scared  or  nervous;  they  may  also  be  the  times  when  you  have 
the  most  to  gain.  Each  time  you  stand  before  a  group  to  give  a 
speech,  set  the  big  goal  to  improve  your  chapter  or  school  to 
which  you  belong,  or  venture  out  to  try  something  no  one  else 
before  has  done,  you  are  taking  advantage  of  this  precious 
opportunity  called  life,  to  become  better  and  make  the  lives  of 
others  around  you  better.  My  friend,  there  will  come  a  time 
when  we  are  faced  with  the  ultimate  challenge — the  test  to 
push  ourselves  beyond  our  personal  limitations. 

For  example,  Diana  Golden,  the  Olympic  Gold  medalist 
with  one  leg,  the  1994  Miss  America  Heather  Whitestone  who 
is  deaf,  and  Dave  Roever  had  to  create  their  own  paths  for 
they  had  a  destination  in  mind  they  had  to  reach.  In  setting 
your  own  direction  in  life  and  doing  what  is  best  for  you, 
never  think  you  have  to  travel  your  quest  totally  alone. 

Although  this  past  year  has  allowed  me  to  travel  all  the 
way  around  the  country,  away  from  home,  there  were  three 
things  I  never  traveled  without.  Every  time  I  pack  and  travel, 
I  take  with  me  these  items  that  best  represent  the  factors  in 
my  life  that  keep  me  going.  These  are  elements  that  I  can 
believe  in  and  know  will  be  there,  no  matter  how  my  adven- 
tures may  turn  out. 

The  first  thing  I  never  travel  without  are  pictures  of  my 
friends  and  family.  It  is  good  to  know  that  there  are  people  in 
my  life  who  will  be  there  to  support  me  no  matter  what 
happens.  My  mother  has  been  my  strongest  supporter  and 
one  of  my  closest  friends.  Although  she  may  not  understand 
every  obstacle  I  may  face,  she  is  still  there  to  lend  her  support. 
I  know  I  have  the  support  of  other  family  members  such  as 
my  grandmother,  my  brother  Keith,  sister  Barbara,  my  aunts 
Mattie,  Bea  and  Brenda  and  best  friends  Erikka,  Greg,  Michael 
and  Rocky  who  have  been  there  for  me  with  prayers,  verbal 
support  and  a  belief  in  me.  They  let  me  know  that  no  matter 


how  rough  the  road  or  turbulence  I  endure,  they  are  on  my 
side. 

My  pictures  also  remind  me  how  fortunate  I  am  to  be 
blessed  with  such  true  friends  as  Andy,  Sheldon,  John,  Patrice, 
Ryan,  Scott  and  James,  whose  calls  often  flooded  my  voicemail 
to  let  me  know  I  was  in  their  thoughts.  These  friends  would  sit 
down  and  talk  about  any  and  everything  to  ease  my  mind  and 
to  put  a  smile  on  my  face. 

And,  of  course,  there  have  been  six  individuals  who  have 
challenged  my  way  of  thinking  but  have  also  surrounded  me 
with  constant  support  and  provided  deep  friendships  that  I 
didn't  think  were  possible  to  develop  within  one  year.  Travis, 
Greg,  Lee,  Trisha,  Jennafer  and  Mr.  Stagg — thanks  for  making 
the  journey  with  me  and  being  there  to  support  me  on  the  roads 
I  have  chosen. 

Now  take  a  moment  to  think  of  the  people  in  your  life  who 
have  helped  you  find  direction.  Try  to  think  of  the  person  who 
has  influenced  you  to  go  after  a  dream  that  you  may  have 
thought  was  impossible.  How  about  the  times  you  felt  you  were 
all  alone  but  they  were  always  there  to  lift  your  spirits?  It  may 
be  that  friend  that  will  occasionally  give  you  a  call  or  a  visit  just 
to  let  you  know  they  have  confidence  and  believe  in  you.  Have 
you  ever  taken  the  time  to  thank  those  people  who  have  had  an 
impact  on  your  life? 

Once  you  have  that  person  in  mind,  think  of  what  you  can 
do  personally  to  provide  that  same  feeling  of  support  and  belief 
in  someone  else.  There  are  others  who  are  in  your  school  or 
community  who  you  could  provide  an  encouraging  word,  "You 
can  do  it"  or  surprise  with  an  offer  to  help  in  their  time  of  need. 
How  can  you  make  a  positive  difference  in  someone  else's  life? 

The  second  object  I  never  leave  home  without  is  my  Bible, 
which  stands  as  a  constant  reminder  that  no  matter  what  paths, 
challenges  or  adventures  I  have  in  my  life,  I  am  never  alone.  I 
can  remember  a  year  ago  when  I  was  elected  to  serve  in  this 
position,  I  asked  God  that  before  every  speech  I  give  and  every 
word  I  utter,  I  would  say  what  He  would  have  me  say.  Before  I 
began  leading  this  organization,  I  asked  Him  to  show  me  the 
direction  in  which  He  would  have  me  lead.  I  strongly  believe  in 
my  personal  inspirational  verse  which  can  be  found  in 
Phillipians  4:13  which  states  "I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ 
which  strengthen  me."  This  verse  is  a  constant  reminder  that 
whatever  I  do  and  wherever  I  go,  success  is  indeed  possible  and 
never  far  away.  This  verse  provided  me  with  direction  and 
confidence  to  go  after  and  live  my  dreams. 

This  past  year  of  traveling  across  the  nation  and  a  foreign 
country  have  opened  my  eyes  to  various  beliefs  and  cultures 
that  exist  in  our  society.  It  does  not  matter  whatever  a  person's 
religious  belief  may  be,  it  is  important  not  to  ignore  the 
spiritual  component  of  your  life. 

The  third  object  I  take  with  me  all  the  time  is  my  head- 
phones. Now  some  would  think  this  object  is  strange  and  may 
not  really  understand  the  relevance  of  it.  Other  than  the  fact 
that  I  really  love  Janet  Jackson  and  gospel  music,  it  is  not  the 
headphones  that  are  important.  The  results  of  what  happens 
when  you  put  the  headphones  on  is  what  makes  the  difference. 
Every  time  I  put  them  on,  it  allows  me  the  time  to  privately 
escape  from  the  outside  world  and  to  dream. 

In  each  of  our  lives,  we  need  to  take  time  out  for  ourselves. 
Take  the  time  for  self-evaluation  and  to  understand  and 
appreciate  who  you  are  and,  ultimately,  where  you  want  to  be. 
Although  we  need  friends,  family  and  the  spiritual  element  to 
assist  us  in  following  the  paths  we  travel,  we  must  still  choose 
the  direction  we  want  to  go. 

These  are  the  precious  items  I  take  with  me,  now  you  must 
find  those  parts  of  your  life  that  best  represent  everything  you 
stand  for  and  your  foundation  of  beliefs.  In  all  things  you  do, 
use  them  to  be  victorious  in  your  adventures. 

Ultimately,  in  your  travels  away  from  home,  you  are  going 
to  have  your  share  of  mistakes,  challenges  and  disappoint- 
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ments.  However,  of  the  reminders  of  home  we  take  along  with 
us,  there  are  two  that  we  really  have  to  please  and  make 
proud — yourself  and,  more  importantly,  your  God. 

No  matter  what  adventure  I  go  on  or  whatever  the  task,  it  is 
my  overall  goal  to  make  God  proud  of  me.  I  realize  that  all  that 
I  am,  God  has  given  to  me.  Thus,  it  has  been  my  life's  purpose 
to  use  my  God-given  skills  and  talents  to  affect  the  lives  of 
people  in  a  positive  way.  For  the  rest  of  my  life,  I  will  use  the 
gifts  God  has  given  me  to  make  Him  proud. 

One  of  my  favorite  artists,  Felicia  Coleman  Evans,  shares 
this  message  in  "I'm  Gonna  Make  You  Proud:" 

This  gift  that  I  have  you  gave  to  me 
This  talent... 

And  what  I  'm  gonna  have  you'll  give  to  me 
If  your  umd  I  heed 

If  I  do  the  thing  that's  right 
If  I  be  pleasing  in  your  sight 
Oh  I  want  to  make  you  proud  of  me 

This  love  that  I  have  you  gave  to  me 
This  joy  inside 

And  the  peace  that  I  feel  is  real 
I  just  can't  hide 

With  a  smile  upon  my  face 

I'll  tell  the  whole  human  race 

How  I  want  to  make  you  proud  of  me 

I  'm  gonna  help  my  fellow  man 

I  'm  gonna  do  just  what  I  can 

I  'm  gonna  spread  your  love  throughout  the  land 

If  I  do  the  thing  that's  right 

If  I  am  pleasing  in  your  sight 

Then  I  know  you  will  be  proud  of  me 

When  your  time  in  this  organization  and,  more 
importantly,  your  life  has  come  to  a  close,  will  you  be  able  to 
say  you  have  made  your  creator,  as  well  as  yourself,  proud  of 
what  you  have  accomplished?  This  is  your  opportunity  to  go 
out  in  the  world  and  experience  all  it  has  to  offer.  You  have 
been  given  so  many  precious  gifts  and  talents  that  you  can  use 
to  reach  your  destiny  and  be  the  great  person  you  were  born  to 
be.  No  matter  how  far  you  are  away  from  home,  know  that  you 
have  what  it  takes  to  survive  and  be  successful  in  whatever 
dream  you  pursue.  Make  your  school  proud.  Make  your 
friends  and  family  proud.  Make  the  world  proud. 

But  above  all  else,  make  your  God  and  yourself  proud  of  you. 


Living  on  the  Edge 

Travis  D.  Hagen 
National  FFA  Secretary 
Chico,  California 

Living  on  the  edge,  folks.  I've  found  in  life  there  is  no  better 
way  to  live  it.  Being  extreme  is  what  it  takes  to  reach  the 
pinnacle  of  success.  When  I  watch  that  video  I  am  amazed. 
Why  would  someone  hang  from  a  rock  with  nothing  but  air 
underneath  them?  What  makes  a  man  bail  off  a  40-foot  cliff  on 
a  pair  of  skis?  Why  would  people  go  to  such  extremes?  The 
answer:  because  they  can! 

It  is  a  rush.  110%  pure  adrenaline.  There  is  nothing  like  it! 
Laying  it  all  on  the  line;  holding  your  breath,  waiting  for  the 
pay-off.  The  pay-off  of  a  natural  high.  It's  not  illegal,  and  it's 


not  forbidden.  The  idea  is  to  test  man's  ability  to  do  and  be  what 
others  cannot.  To  be  the  best.  To  live  life  on  the  edge. 

As  I  have  traveled  our  fantastic  country  I  have  seen  you,  the 
members,  living  on  the  edge.  But  I  have  encountered  some 
teenagers  with  a  different  perspective.  When  I  arrive  in  a  new 
town  or  city,  in  a  state  I  have  never  been  to  before,  the  question  I 
always  ask  is,  "What  do  you  all  do  around  here  for  fun?"  And 
the  answer  I  always  get  is,  "Nothing,  there  is  nothing  to  do  in 
our  town.  Our  town  is  boring."  FFA  members,  I  have  been  in  40 
states  from  every  small  country  town  to  every  big  city  and  I  find 
it  ironic  that  there  is  nothing  to  do  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  The  land  of  opportunity.  The  place  where  dreams 
come  true.  I  ask  myself,  how  can  this  be?  You  can  ski,  golf, 
swim,  read,  roller  blade,  hunt,  fish,  mountain  bike,  travel,  go  to 
conventions,  conferences,  hold  jobs,  study,  go  to  rodeos,  movies, 
bowl,  shop,  play  board  games,  or  musical  instruments,  get 
involved  in  school  activities,  or  participate  in  the  FFA.  Opportu- 
nities are  endless.  We  can  go  to  extremes. 

I  am  afraid  this  answer  of  "nothing"  to  my  question  has  hurt 
the  youth  of  America's  reputation.  You  see,  this  attitude  of  "our 
town  is  boring"  has  allowed  us  to  be  labeled. 

We  have  been  labeled  Generation  X.  We  can  read  it  in  the 
papers,  see  it  on  TV,  and  hear  it  on  the  radio.  Generation  X,  the 
do-nothing,  lazy,  irresponsible  generation,  who  sits  at  home, 
eats  junk  food,  and  plays  Nintendo. 

I  am  sick  and  tired  of  being  called  Generation  X.  The 
question  is,  are  you?  We  have  been  labeled  this  because  we  live 
life  in  our  rooms,  in  the  back  of  the  classroom,  we  live  it  on  the 
streets.  Some  may  live  it  on  drugs  and  alcohol,  while  others  live 
it  in  front  of  a  television.  Maybe  the  youth  of  America  have  lost 
their  drive  and  ambition.  Maybe  there  is  nothing  to  do  in  the 
USA  or  maybe  there  aren't  enough  people  who  have  taken 
notice  of  the  FFA!  The  time  has  come  to  fix  this  stereotype.  It  is 
time  to  go  to  the  extreme,  to  live  life. ..right  here.. .on  the  edge! 

The  edge  is  what  separates  us  from  others.  It  gives  us  an 
advantage  over  our  competitors.  It  helps  create  success  for  us  in 
the  future.  I'm  not  necessarily  speaking  about  the  edge  of 
danger,  but  I  am  talking  about  the  edge  that  defines  our 
uniqueness.  It  is  an  edge  that  will  make  us  our  best.  This  is  the 
edge  of  victory,  the  place  where  winners  exist,  for  those  who 
strive  for  perfection,  and  are  willing  to  work  hard,  play  hard, 
and  practice  as  if  their  life  depended  on  it.  The  edge  is  for 
competitors  and  achievers  who  never  settle  for  second  best. 
They  are  the  ones  who  have  the  edge  in  life. 

The  do-nothing  generation  is  about  to  end.  And  it  will  end 
with  the  efforts  of  you  and  me.  Our  extreme  leadership  will 
change  the  horrible  X  perception.  We  can  exude  our  extreme 
leadership  by  doing  the  three  X  factors.  Number  one,  the 
confidence  factor,  number  two,  modeling  success,  and  number 
three,  the  risk  factor.  These  are  the  factors  in  which  our  extreme 
leadership  will  create  our  edge  of  success. 

Our  first  extreme  is  that  of  confidence.  As  a  young  boy  I 
loved  to  play  soccer.  My  first  season  was  during  my  first  grade 
year.  It  was  our  team's  first  game  of  the  season.  There  were  guys 
that  were  faster,  stronger,  and  certainly  more  talented,  but  they 
didn't  have  my  confidence.  After  several  weeks  of  serious 
preparation,  the  cold  day  arrived  in  the  winter  of  1980.  I  could 
feel  the  freezing  air  on  my  legs  and  I  could  see  the  steam  roll  out 
of  my  mouth  as  I  breathed.  As  we  moved  closer  to  the  final 
seconds  of  the  game  we  were  tied  at  1  to  1.  The  pressure  was  on, 
the  anxiety  level  was  high.  We  wanted  the  win.  The  ball  was 
kicked  to  me,  and  the  moment  was  at  hand.  I  knew  it  was  up  to 
me.  This  little  first  grader  was  excited  and  nervous.  I  saw  the 
goal  and  knew  the  objective.  I  cocked  back  my  leg  and  kicked 
the  ball.  I  watched  as  if  it  were  in  slow  motion.  Waiting, 
waiting.. .yes.  I  made  the  goal.  The  game  was  over.  We-our  team 
in  the  season  opener-had  lost.  Yes  folks,  I  scored  off  our  own 
goalie.  Our  team  sighed,  the  sidelines  laughed,  and  the  other 
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team  cheered.  Embarrassing,  shameful,  and  disgraceful.  That  is 
what  others  thought,  but  as  a  first  grader,  I  just  couldn't  see  it 
that  way,  because  I  knew  I  scored  the  game-winning  goal.  It 
took  confidence  that  day  not  to  bury  my  head  in  shame. 

Sometimes  we  may  feel  like  it's  not  worth  trying.  We  all 
experience  times  when  we  lose  or  fail.  It  can  wear  away  at  our 
confidence.  That  is  when  we  choose  not  to  try.  No  one  can 
laugh  at  the  one  who's  at  home  doing  nothing.  There  is  no 
embarrassment  like  the  kind  Dan  Jantzen,  Olympic  skater,  and 
number-one  gold  medal  contender,  experienced  when  he  fell 
twice  in  two  different  winter  Olympics,  when  everyone  knew 
he  should  have  won.  Confidence  is  the  only  thing  that  kept  his 
dream  alive.  He  knew  he  could  win  the  gold  and  eventually  he 
did. 

Others  will  try  to  tear  us  down,  and  tell  us  we  are  not  good 
enough.  This  is  precisely  what  makes  us  live  our  lives  in  the 
back  of  the  classroom,  for  fear  if  we  were  in  the  front  we  might 
get  called  upon  to  answer.  If  it  is  wrong  we  suffer  the  pain  of 
others  thinking  we  are  dumb.  Who  cares  what  others  think?  It 
matters  only  what  you  think.  It  is  during  times  like  these  when 
we  pull  out  our  extreme  confidence.  We  can't  let  others  affect 
our  performance.  Confidence  is  the  cure  that  saves  us.  Realize 
the  underdog  is  never  the  underdog,  if  all  along  it  considers 
itself  the  better  team.  Winners  have  extreme  confidence.  It 
takes  confidence  to  be  a  leader.  It  takes  extreme  leadership  to 
do  what  is  right  and  not  to  follow  the  crowd.  Successful  people 
have  it.  If  we  want  to  develop  an  edge,  we  have  to  have  the 
confidence  factor. 

Larry  Bird,  NBA  MVP  and  leader  of  the  championship 
team,  the  Boston  Celtics  said,  "In  the  final  seconds  of  the  game, 
when  the  game-winning  point  needs  to  be  scored,  I  want  the 
ball  in  my  hands,  in  nobody  else's,  in  nobody  else's  in  the 
whole  world."  That  is  a  whole  lot  of  confidence,  and  that  is 
why  Larry  Bird  will  go  down  as  one  of  the  greatest  basketball 
players  in  the  game. 

Many  years  later  after  that  season-opener  defeat,  I  played 
my  final  season  in  high  school  soccer.  I  was  named  what  no 
one  during  my  first  season  would  have  ever  believed  I  could 
have  achieved.  I  was  awarded  the  title  "Mr.  Goal." 

We  all  have  the  skills  and  the  talents  to  be  victorious.  We 
cannot  live  life  on  the  couch.  We  have  got  to  live  it  on  the  edge, 
because  our  success  will  come  when  our  talents  and  skills  meet 
up  with  confidence.  So  run  for  office,  compete  in  the  contest, 
climb  the  mountain,  not  because  you  need  the  exercise  but 
because  you  can.  No  one  can  stop  you,  go  to  extremes,  you 
have  the  confidence,  tell  yourself  your  great.  You  deserve  it! 
Only  people  who  believe  strongly  in  themselves  get  the  job, 
make  the  grade,  and  get  elected  to  office.  This  is  the  first  factor 
of  living  on  the  edge. 

Confidence  allows  us  to  be  a  doer,  a  go-getter.  It  takes  away 
the  fear  of  defeat.  Now  the  question  is,  how  do  we  become  a 
master  at  what  we  do?  How  do  truly  develop  extreme 
leadership  to  gain  success?  We  model  it,  because  success 
leaves  clues.  How  do  you  get  a  4.0  in  school?  How  do  you  get 
elected  to  chapter  office?  How  do  you  get  rich?  Make  the 
team?  Win  the  event?  I  want  to  share  with  you  something  you 
may  have  never  heard  before.  We  can  have  success  any  way 
we  want  it.  We  can  develop  our  edge  by  simply  modeling 
success. 

We  live  in  a  society  where  the  winner  always  wins,  and 
loser  always  loses.  Where  the  rich  get  richer  and  the  poorer  get 
poorer.  Have  you  ever  wondered  why?  My  older  sister  Pam 
achieved  a'  4.0  every  year  since  the  4th  grade.  She  graduated 
from  college  last  year  Summa  Cum  Laude,  which  is  number 
one.  People  with  her  same  intelligence  level  wrote  it  off  as  if 
she  was  simply  smarter.  They  had  the  same  potential,  but  they 
didn't  have  the  know-how.  As  a  matter  of  fact — and  Pam 
please  don't  be  embarrassed — my  4.0  brainiac  sister  scored  a 
960  on  her  SAT.  This  is  an  average  score.  She  was  no  smarter, 


she  just  went  to  extremes.  What  did  it  take?  I  know  she  would 
tell  you:  She  studied  for  every  exam,  she  turned  in  every 
assignment,  she  attended  every  class,  if  she  was  confused  she 
asked  questions,  she  read  every  reading  assignment,  took  notes 
when  notes  weren't  necessary.  Pam  joined  study  groups,  and 
while  others  went  to  the  snack  line  between  classes  she  stayed 
in  until  she  got  the  answer  right.  There  was  no  secret.  She 
worked  at  it  and  thus  her  grades  and  achievements  reflect  it. 

Successful  people  consistently  do  the  same  thing  over  and 
over  and  over  again.  If  we  want  a  4.0  we  need  to  do  what  the 
4.0  student  does.  The  hard  truth  is,  in  the  words  of  Vince 
Lombardi,  winning  is  a  habit;  unfortunately  so  is  losing.  The 
winner  always  wins  because  they  work  at  it.  The  loser  always 
loses  because  they  work  at  it. 

It  boils  down  to  this:  If  we  want  to  achieve  success,  all  we 
need  to  do  is  find  a  way  to  model  those  who  have  already 
succeeded.  We  don't  have  to  reinvent  the  wheel. 

I  desired  to  become  a  national  FFA  officer.  And  I  found  two 
of  the  greatest  role  models  I  know.  Past  national  officers  Louie 
Brown  and  Mark  Timm.  They  showed  me  how  they  tied  their 
tie,  and  so  I  tied  it  that  way.  I  watched  them  speak,  so  I  would 
speak  that  way,  I  watched  how  they  carried  themselves  in  front 
of  a  crowd,  so  I  carried  myself  that  way.  I  didn't  know  how  to 
be  a  national  officer,  but  they  did.  It  was  clear  to  me  that  if  I 
desired  to  be  a  national  officer,  I  needed  to  do  what  national 
officers  did  to  become  one. 

Modeling  success  is  easy,  provided  we  have  the  willingness 
to  pay  the  same  price  others  did  to  achieve  their  level  of 
success.  This  is  the  edge.  Others  may  wonder  how  successful 
people  do  it,  or  they  may  make  excuses  why  it  doesn't  happen 
for  them.  But  we  can  go  to  extremes  and  make  it  happen  for 
ourselves  by  modeling  what  others  do  to  reach  the  same  level 
of  success. 

How  did  the  skiers  in  the  video  know  they  could  jump  off 
the  cliff.  They  saw  someone  else  do  it.  They  knew  it  was 
possible.  But  remember,  it  first  takes  the  confidence,  and  then  it 
takes  a  role  model.  We  have  now  arrived  at  the  final  stage  of 
living  on  the  edge  of  success.  The  risk  factor. 

Every  day  is  exciting.  I  love  life.  It  is  a  thrill  just  to  breathe. 
Every  night  we  can  go  to  bed  knowing  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be 
alive.  Every  morning  we  can  wake  up  and  know  that  extreme 
opportunities  await  us  if  we  are  willing  to  take  the  risks.  Each 
day  is  a  chance  to  live  on  the  edge.  A  chance  to  go  wild,  to 
challenge  our  capabilities.  We  can  take  risks  that  will  pay  off. 
The  couch  potato  never  gets  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  being  alive. 
We  can  be  extreme,  take  the  plunge  and  stick  our  necks  out  by 
taking  risks.  But  not  just  any  risk.  When  I  say  risk,  I  am  talking 
about  risks  that  are  designed  to  yield  positive  results. 

Like  the  risk  our  national  chorus  takes  every  time  they  sing 
in  front  of  10,000  people  or  the  chance  that  champion  bull  rider 
Lane  Frost  took  every  time  he  rode  a  bull.  There  is  a  chance 
that  the  risks  we  take  may  not  give  us  the  results  we  always 
want.  But  as  Garth  Brooks  says  in  "The  Dance,"  Our  Jives  are 
better  left  to  chance,  I  could  have  missed  the  pain,  but  then  I'd  have  to 
miss  the  dance. 

Living  on  the  edge  is  all  about  taking  risks,  taking  chances 
and  trying  new  things.  Extreme  leadership  includes  taking  the 
risk.  Space  is  our  theme  throughout  the  convention.  Astronauts 
go  to  that  level  of  extreme  leadership.  I  ask  you  this,  if  you 
knew  others  had  died  before  you  would  you  be  willing  to  take 
the  same  risk?  Who  would  have  dared  step  on  the  space 
shuttle  Discovery  after  watching  the  Challenger  blow  up  before 
their  very  eyes?  It  is  the  risk  takers,  the  visionaries  and  people 
like  you  who  are  willing  to  step  forward  and  embody  the 
philosophy  of  risk.  If  we  want  the  edge  in  life  we  have  got  to  go 
to  this  extreme.  I  grant  that  a  risk  is  a  bold  maneuver.  When 
our  risk  fails  people  will  criticize  our  efforts.  Our  critics  will 
attempt  to  stop  us  from  trying  again.  But  take  to  heart  the 
words  of  the  26th  president,  Theodore  Roosevelt  who  said, 
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"It  is  not  the  critic  zvho  counts,  not  the  man  who  points  out  how 
the  strong  man  stumbles  or  where  the  doer  of  deeds  could  have  done 
them  better.  The  credit  belongs  to  the  man  who  is  actually  in  the  arena, 
who  takes  the  risk,  whose  face  is  marred  by  dust  and  sweat  and  blood, 
ivho  strives  valiantly,  who  errs  and  comes  short  again  and  again 
because  there  is  no  effort  without  error  and  shortcomings,  who  knows 
the  great  devotion,  who  spends  himself  in  a  worthy  cause,  who  at  the 
best  knows  in  the  end  the  high  achievement  of  triumph  and  who  at 
xoorst,  if  he  fails  while  daring  greatly,  knows  his  place  shall  never  be 
with  those  timid  and  cold  souls  who  know  neither  victory  nor  defeat. " 

Create  your  edge  in  life  and  take  the  risk  that  will  someday 
reward  you  with  success.  You  may  not  always  win  but  you  will 
have  done  your  best  because  you  went  to  the  extreme. 

The  youth  of  America  need  the  edge.  The  edge  that  says, 
we're  making  something  of  our  lives.  Life  is  too  short  to  live  it  in 
front  of  the  television,  education  is  too  valuable  to  live  it  in  the 
back  of  the  classroom,  and  life  is  too  exciting  to  live  it  doing 
nothing. 

We  weren't  made  to  live  as  Generation  X.  I'm  tired  of  being 
called  irresponsible,  I'm  tired  of  being  known  as  lazy,  I'm  tired 
of  people  saying  we  have  no  future,  I'm  tired  of  being  known  as 
Generation  X.  I'd  rather  be  known  as  something  else... 

...I'd  rather  be  called  Generation  X-treme!  I  want  to  be  known 
as  something  more!  How  about  YOU? 

Go  to  the  edge.  Don't  be  afraid  to  be  extreme.  Use  confidence, 
model  success,  and  take  the  risk.  When  the  world  can  see  what 
people  like  us  are  doing  in  the  FFA,  they  will  take  notice.  No 
longer  will  we  be  known  as  the  do  nothing  generation;  instead 
we  will  be  known  as  the  do  something  generation.  We  can  make 
it  happen.  You  and  I.  So  let's  do  it!  It's  been  an  honor  to  serve. 
Thank  you! 


What  it  Takes 


Trisha  Bailey 
National  Vice  President- 
Dover,  Florida 


-Southern  Region 


Why  is  it  that  everyone  seems  to  know  all  the  answers,  but 
only  just  a  few,  if  any  of  them,  work  for  me?  How  do  all  these 
people  seem  to  know  what  it  takes  and  it's  just  never  what  I've 
got? 

Have  you  ever  thought  of  how  many  times  during  the  day 
you  get  advice?  Friends  don't  hesitate  to  tell  you  when  it's  time 
to  dump  that  old  boyfriend  or  girlfriend.  Teachers  suggest  that 
you  better  start  studying  for  finals  nine  weeks  in  advance. 
Coach  advises  that  it  is  in  your  best  interest  to  be  at  practice  or 
else  that  bench  has  a  cool  spot  with  your  name  on  it.  Our 
parents — well  in  many  cases,  they  sit  back,  watch  everything 
and  do  their  best  to  mend  the  fences  that  others  have  torn 
down — even  when  we  don't  realize  it.  Most  times,  everyone  is 
willing  to  lead  us  down  the  "right  path" — except  when  we're 
really  on  the  spot.  All  of  a  sudden,  that  advice  becomes  scarce, 
and  you  realize  that  you're  on  your  own.  You're  swinging 
without  a  safety  net  and  there  is  only  one  person  that  knows 
the  answer,  can  make  the  play,  or  say  the  right  words. 

I'd  bet  that  each  of  us  could  think  back  to  one  of  the  first 
times  that  we  realized  we  were  completely  on  our  own.  My 
first  experience  was  one  that  I  still  vividly  remember  like  it  was 
this  morning. 

As  I  walked  up  to  the  podium  in  that  huge  cafeteria  my 
knees  shook  under  those  black  high-water  dress  pants.  I  was  an 
eighth  grader  about  to  give  the  very  first  speech  of  my  life  in 
an  attempt  to  be  elected  to  an  FFA  office.  I  was  equipped  with 
my  first  FFA  jacket  with  my  name  on  it  in  huge  cursive  letters. 
I  slowly  slid  from  the  back  of  the  room  with  crumpled 


notecards  in  hand,  about  to  face  all  those  people  that  I  didn't 
know.  I'll  never  forget  the  blankness  I  saw  as  I  turned  to  the 
podium.  There  were  no  smiling  faces,  not  even  a  noise-only 
silence.  To  this  day,  I  have  never  felt  so  alone  in  my  life.  All  I 
remember  is  hearing  a  clap  or  two  here  and  there  after  I 
stumbled  through  my  speech  and  retreated  back  to  that  lonely 
table.  In  Mrs.  Connell's  sixth-period  science  class,  I  got  called 
to  report  to  my  ag  teacher,  Mr.  Altizer's  room.  When  I  got 
there,  I  had  a  little  difficulty  looking  him  in  the  face.  You  see 
he  was  the  one  who  coached  me  from  the  sidelines,  who  made 
me  feel  like  I  could  do  anything.  But,  the  one  time  when  it  was 
all  me,  and  I  had  to  swing  without  a  net —  I  lost.  I  let  him 
down. 

When  I  got  to  the  small  classroom  on  the  other  side  of  the 
school,  Mr.  Altizer  greeted  me  with  a  smile  and  a  giggle.  I'd 
never  lost  anything  right  in  front  of  him,  so  I  didn't  know 
what  to  expect.  But  with  those  loving,  tender  eyes  he  looked 
at  me  and  said  "Trisha,  you've  worked  so  hard  this  year,  and 
uh,  I'm  going  to  do  something  that  doesn't  happen  too  often. 
I've  reserved  an  office  for  you."  With  this  he  handed  me  my 
parliamentarian  pin.  Speechless,  I  took  the  pin  from  his  hand 
and  put  it  on  the  jacket  that  I'd  never  taken  off  since  my 
speech  earlier  that  day. 

Since  that  day,  April  25th,  1988,  my  life  has  not  been  the 
same.  It  has  been  trial  and  error,  wins  and  losses,  laughter  and 
tears.  Along  the  way,  I've  depended  on  so  many  for  help — Mr. 
Altizer,  Mr.  Cribbs,  all  my  advisors  at  Plant  City,  friends,  my 
sister  Jill,  and  most  of  all,  my  parents.  Their  advice  and 
suggestions  have  played  a  huge  role  in  getting  me  on  this 
stage,  but  when  it  comes  down  to  it,  there  is  only  one  final 
answer  and  one  person  has  it.  That  is  the  person  we  see  in  the 
reflection  of  the  glass.  So,  how  do  we  know  what  it  takes  to  be 
the  best  or  to  walk  away  with  no  regrets?  The  answer  is 
simple.  What  it  takes  is  three  things  that  you  already  have.  It 
takes  curiosity.  It  takes  compassion.  It  takes  conviction.  These 
are  things  that  we  all  have,  but  must  be  willing  to  use  them. 

What  is  it  that  gets  us  from  one  jacket  to  another?  Some  of 
us  can  wear  the  same  jacket  for  our  entire  FFA  career,  but 
there  are  also  some  of  us  who  change  every  now  and  then.  We 
may  start  off  with  our  chapter  name  on  the  back.  Some  face  up 
to  a  few  more  challenges  and  wear  one  that  represents  their 
state,  and  tomorrow  six  out  of  444,000  will  try  their  best  to 
control  the  jitters  as  they  slip  into  a  brand  new  jacket  with 
nothing  but  an  emblem  on  the  back. 

With  each  and  every  day  that  I  wore  this  jacket  never  once 
did  I  ever  suspect  that  I'd  have  this  one.  It  wasn't  until  one 
day  while  I  was  sitting  down  here  as  a  delegate  that  I  had  that 
curious  moment  when  I  ventured  to  wonder  what  it  might 
feel  like  to  stand  on  this  stage.  Naturally,  I  quickly  put  it  out 
of  my  mind  because  it  seemed  impossible  for  me,  at  least.  But 
all  it  took  was  that  five  seconds  of  curiosity.  Five  seconds 
drove  me  to  take  the  chance.  Think  about  what  it  feels  like  to 
wonder  "What  if?"  when  it's  too  late — when  the  season  is 
over,  the  applications  are  overdue,  or  that  person  you've  been 
meaning  to  talk  to  isn't  around  anymore.  But  right  now,  it  is 
not  too  late.  Curiosity  is  what  put  man  on  the  moon,  brought 
the  1996  Olympics  to  Atlanta,  victory  to  the  Seattle  Mariners, 
and  35,000  to  this  national  FFA  convention.  Just  imagine  what 
else  that  five  seconds  of  curiosity  can  do  for  you.  What  it  takes 
is  curiosity. 

Have  you  ever  considered  how  many  individuals  it  takes 
to  get  things  done?  It  requires  thousands  to  put  on  the 
National  Finals  Rodeo  in  Vegas  each  year,  hundreds  to 
assemble  a  John  Deere  combine,  and  at  least  two  to  keep 
AT&T  in  business.  How  many  people  have  helped  get  you 
where  you  are  now?  There  are  so  many  things  that  we  just 
can't  do  alone,  even  if  we  don't  want  to  admit  it.  But,  there  is 
one  thing  that  you  can  do  all  by  yourself.  Take  the  time  to 

(Continued  on  page  38) 
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Speaking  of  Leader, 


FFA  members  received  the  latest 
information  about  American  agriculture 
when  U.S.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan 
Glickman  spoke  on  Friday.  Glickman 
predicted  a  promising  future  for  the 
industry  and  saluted  FFA  for  preparing 
tomorrow 's  leaders. 


Former  New  York  City  policeman  and  Not 
out  against  drugs  to  a  packed  house  Frid, 


"If  it  wasn't  for  the  68  years  of  dedication 
that  FFA  has  given,  you  might  not  be  sitting 
out  there,  and  I  may  never  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  stand  on  this  stage." 

— Fred  McChire,  Past  National  FFA  Officer 
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The  true  essence  of  FFA' s  lifetime  leaders  was 
evident  in  the  words  of  one  of  the  organization's 
most  outstanding  former  members.  Fred 
McChire,  a  former  national  FFA  officer  and 
presently  a  senior  vice  president  for  Public 
Strategies  Incorporated,  inspired  members  to 
carry  on  the  rich  traditions  of  the  FFA. 


Miss  America  Shawntel  Smith  told  audience  members  that 
FFA  is  a  role  model  for  programs  that  prepare  students  for 
careers.  She  said  students  "need  to  be  reminded  that  the 
American  dream  is  attainable." 


ze  nominee  David  Toma  spoke 
?rnoon. 


Motivational  speaker  John  W.  Alston  inspired  FFA  members  on  Thursday  with  a  powerful  message 
emphasizing  character,  decency  and  common  sense. 


A  former  Miss  Congeniality  in  the  Miss  America  Pageant,  Jeanne 
Robertson  used  her  down-home  Southern  drawl  to  turn  personal 
experiences  into  humorous  anecdotes  during  her  Saturday  morning 
convention  address. 


Olympic  gold  medal  skier  Diana  Golden  spoke 
twice  to  capacity  crowds  Thursday  morning  about 
overcoming  fears  and  obstacles,  including  the  loss 
of  her  right  leg  at  age  12.  "Fear  is  the  only  thing  that 
stands  between  you  and  your  dreams,"  she  said. 
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What  it  Takes  (Continued from  page  35) 
make  a  difference  in  someone  else's  life. 

There  was  a  high  school  football  coach  in  Washington  who 
would  go  over  to  the  grade  school  where  EVERYONE  knew 
who  he  was.  As  he'd  stroll  down  the  halls,  he'd  put  a  hand  on 
each  boy's  shoulder,  look  him  in  the  eyes,  and  ask,  "What 
number  are  you  going  to  wear  on  your  jersey?"  Just  one  little 
question  made  one  boy  at  a  time  feel  like  he  could  do  any- 
thing in  the  world. 

How  many  lives  can  you  touch,  just  by  acknowledging 
someone's  presence?  Maybe  it's  taking  a  little  brother  or  sister 
to  town  with  you  one  day,  helping  someone  write  a  speech,  or 
just  telling  a  certain  person  that  you  appreciate  what  they  do. 
If  you  think  about  the  difference  that  one  person  has  made  in 
your  life,  it  may  seem  impossible  that  you  could  do  the  same 
for  someone  else,  but  you  can.  All  it  requires  is  one  person — 
you,  and  two  words — I  care.  What  it  takes  is  compassion. 

Every  one  of  these  jackets  has  changed  a  little.  Size,  color, 
school,  office,  if  any,  but  there  is  one  thing  that  has  always 
remained  the  same:  the  name.  No  matter  what  happens  in  the 
future,  it  is  what  you  stand  for.  There's  only  one  Marsha 
Sarman  from  Nevada,  one  Dallas  Todd  from  Colorado,  and  a 
single  Kelly  House  from  Texas.  Each  of  us  has  the  chance  to 
decide  what  we  want  to  stand  for  and  what  convictions  we 
want  to  hold.  Having  conviction  is  nothing  complicated,  it 
simply  means  being  true  to  yourself  and  the  things  you  value, 
no  matter  who  is  around.  It's  doing  what  you  know  is  right 
for  you,  having  faith  in  your  own  abilities,  and  walking  away 
from  every  situation  with  your  pride  and  integrity  intact 
regardless  of  what  anyone  else  thinks.  Conviction  requires  no 
aptitude  test,  particular  look  or  size,  or  certain  capabilities, 
just  a  willingness  to  fight  the  odds.  What  it  takes  is  conviction. 

FFA  members,  do  you  have  what  it  takes?  This  year  I  have 
been  able  to  see  first  hand  that  each  of  you  does  have  what  it 
takes.  It  was  curiosity  that  first  led  Sam  Henry  to  think  that  he 
and  his  parliamentary  procedure  team  could  compete  in  the 
national  contest  without  an  advisor  to  train  them.  It  takes 
compassion  for  Dania  to  get  up  at  4:00  a.m.  during  a  cold 
Montana  morning  to  make  sure  the  irrigation  is  in  line  so  her 
dad  doesn't  have  to.  I  have  noticed  the  conviction  in  Luke 
Hatch  as  he  ventured  from  Alamo,  Nev.,  to  Australia  to  play 
football  for  the  summer. 

All  of  the  people  I  have  just  mentioned  are  just  like  you 
and  me.  In  fact,  most  of  them  are  in  this  auditorium  right  now. 
It  does  not  take  lots  of  money,  the  perfect  figure,  a  big  break, 
or  a  certain  family  name.  When  it  comes  to  really  having  what 
it  takes-curiosity,  compassion,  and  conviction-we're  all  on  the 
same  playing  field.  FFA  members,  no  longer  do  you  have  to 
rely  only  on  all  those  on  the  sidelines  at  home  or  in  the  ag 
office.  It  is  true  that  we  need  all  these  people  in  our  lives  to 
give  us  that  advice,  cheer  us  in  our  victories  and  console  us  in 
our  defeats.  But  never  doubt  that  you've  got  what  it  takes. 
FFA  members,  I  challenge  you  to  use  the  curiosity  you  have  to 
wonder  "What  if?"  the  compassion  you've  experienced  to  give 
someone  else  a  boost  to  their  best,  and  the  conviction  you've 
got  to  make  the  right  choices  for  the  right  reasons — no  matter 
what. 

For  so  many  years,  I  doubted  myself  for  no  reason.  I 
always  thought  that  what  it  took  to  be  the  best  at  anything 
were  materials  or  qualities  that  I  didn't  have  or  would  never 
be  able  to  find.  But,  over  the  past  few  years,  curiosity  led  me 
to  wonder  what  if  I  run  for  office,  even  though  I  don't  know 
anyone  and  know  even  less  about  speaking.  Compassion  has 
granted  me  the  patience  to  realize  that  so  many  people  have 
hidden  talents,  and  with  just  a  short  conversation,  we  can  pull 
them  out  of  a  shell.  Conviction  changed  me  from  a  shy  and 
insecure  little  girl  who  often  wanted  to  cower  in  fear  in  a 
corner  to  a  flamboyant  young  adult  who  knows  she  is  ready 
to  take  on  ANYTHING  that  might  try  to  slow  down  the  bullet 
train  she's  on. 


Many  days  of  both  tragedy  and 

triumph  have  occurred  since  April  25th,  1988,  in  that 
cafeteria.  If  I  knew  then  what  I  know  now,  well,  I'd  probably 
be  rich  and  ready  to  retire.  Instead,  tomorrow  I'll  move  to 
another  field  of  dreams  to  see  what  lies  in  store.  But  this  time, 
I'll  know  what  it  takes.  Most  importantly,  I  have  found  it 
because  of  many  of  you.  FFA  members,  you're  the  ones  who 
have  taught  me  the  necessity  of  curiosity,  compassion  and 
conviction.  When  you  find  that  there  is  no  one  else  around  to 
help  call  the  shots,  or  you're  swinging  without  a  net,  and  the 
spotlight  is  only  on  you,  never  doubt  yourself  because  you've 
got  WHAT  IT  TAKES! 


Even  Eagles 
Need  a  Push 

Jennafer  Neufeld 

National  Vice  President — Central  Region 
Inman,  Kansas 


The  eagle  gently  coaxed  her  offspring  toward  the  edge  of  the  nest. 
Her  heart  quivered  with  conflicting  emotions  as  she  felt  their 
resistance  to  her  persistent  nudging.  "Why  does  the  thrill  of  soaring 
have  to  begin  with  the  fear  of  falling?"  she  thought.  This  age-old 
question  was  still  unanswered  for  her. 

As  in  the  tradition  of  the  species,  her  nest  was  located  high  on  the 
shelf  of  a  sheer  rock  face.  Below,  there  was  nothing  hut  air  to 
support  the  wings  of  each  child.  "Is  it  possible  that  this  time  it  will 
not  work?"  she  thought.  Despite  her  fears,  the  eagle  knew  it  was 
time.  Her  parental  mission  was  all  but  complete.  There  remained 
one  final  task — the  push  from  the  nest. 

The  eagle  drew  courage  from  natural  wisdom.  Until  her  children 
discovered  their  wings,  there  could  be  no  purpose  for  their  lives. 
Until  they  learned  how  to  soar,  they  would  fail  to  understand  the 
privilege  it  was  to  have  been  born  an  eagle.  The  push  from  the  nest 
was  the  greatest  gift  the  mother  had  to  offer.  It  was  her  supreme  act 
of  love.  And  so  one  by  one  she  pushed  them,  and  they  flew! 

To  be  born  an  eagle  is  a  privilege.  Although,  when  an 
eaglet  is  born,  it  is  not  automatically  a  powerfully  soaring 
symbol  of  America.  It  is  weak  and  needs  protection.  To  be 
born  is  a  privilege  but  to  fly  is  success.  First  the  eaglet  must 
be  pushed  from  the  nest,  second  it  must  test  its  wings,  and 
finally,  it  too  will  push  another  eaglet  out  of  the  nest. 

Being  pushed  out  of  the  nest  isn't  always  easy,  especially  if 
no  one  really  knows  if  it  is  the  right  time,  as  with  the  mother 
eagle  and  her  child.  But  at  some  point,  the  decision  must  be 
made,  even  if  it  is  a  little  bit  scary. 

The  first  day  of  kindergarten  was  quite  "scary"  for  me.  I 
didn't  know  anyone  except  my  neighbor  Shelley,  and  I  would 
be  riding  the  big  yellow  school  bus  for  the  very  first  time.  But 
there  was  no  turning  back  from  kindergarten  so  I  got  all 
dressed  up  early  and  walked  out  of  the  front  door  to  wait  for 
the  bus.  My  buddy,  our  German  Shepherd  dog  named  Luke, 
came  out  to  wait  with  me,  too.  After  a  couple  of  minutes  the 
bus  came  rumbling  down  the  dirt  road  and  stopped  directly 
in  front  of  our  driveway.  I  walked  around  the  front  of  the  bus 
as  Luke  followed  behind.  As  I  was  turning  the  corner,  he 
passed  me  and  before  I  knew  it,  he  had  jumped  onto  the  bus 
before  I  did!  Everyone  had  to  help  me  coax  Luke  off  the  bus 
for  the  next  five  minutes.  I  never  really  figured  out  whether 
Luke  was  scared  that  I  wouldn't  be  there  anymore  or  he  was 
just  curious.  The  first  day  of  kindergarten  and  the  first  real 
push  that  I  got  from  my  mom  was  quite  a  stuggle  for  a  five 
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year  old! 

When  I  was  a  sophomore  in  high  school,  a  Mr.  Lowell  Ely 
had  just  moved  to  Inman.  He  was  to  be  my  FFA  advisor  and 
the  first  words  that  I  heard  him  say  were  more  of  a  rumor.  I 
had  heard  that  he  told  someone,  "We  should  get  those 
Neufeld  girls  out  here  to  judge  livestock."  He  knew  that  I 
lived  on  a  farm  and  he  knew  that  I  probably  knew  a  little  bit 
about  cattle. 

Well  I  felt  pretty  special  and  after  hearing  the  rumor  I 
showed  up  for  the  very  first  livestock  judging  contest.  This 
won't  be  that  bad,  I  thought.  Then  Mr.  Ely  started  handing 
out  the  cards.  "Class  4  of  Polled  Hereford  heifers  and  Class  7 
of  Angus  bulls  are  the  oral  reasons  classes,"  he  told  the  group. 
"Reason's???!!!"  I  shouted,  "Uhh,  Mr.  Ely,  I'm  not  going  to 
give  oral  reasons  since  this  is  my  first  contest."  Mr.  Ely 
replied  without  taking  a  breath,  "You  can  give  the  reasons. 
You'll  do  fine,  just  do  your  best."  I  started  to  panic;  he  was 
actually  serious!  I  decided  to  try  another  attempt,  "I  don't 
know  how,"  I  said  in  kind  of  a  whiny  voice.  "Just  do  your 
best,"  he  said  again,  "you'll  do  fine.  You  have  to  do  them... we 
always  do  the  reasons."  I  could  tell  there  would  be  no  more 
argument,  so  with  butterflies  in  my  stomach  I  judged  the 
contest  and  I  did  the  reasons.  And  it  didn't  kill  me.  That 
turned  out  to  be  the  very  first  time  that  I  had  to  stand  up  and 
give  a  speech  in  the  FFA.  I  can  honestly  say  that  I  would  not 
stand  here  today  if  Mr.  Ely  had  not  pushed  me  to  get  involved 
and  to  do  those  oral  reasons  for  that  judging  contest. 

The  first  time  I  even  contemplated  running  for  a  state  FFA 
office  was  after  receiving  Matt  Lohr's  business  card.  He  was  a 
national  officer  who  I  met  and  talked  with  at  an  FFA  camp 
one  summer.  We  both  have  chickens  on  our  farms  so  we 
immediately  hit  it  off.  Before  he  left  Matt  handed  me  his 
business  card  and  said.  "If  you  ever  need  anything  when  you 
run  for  a  state  office  or  a  national  office,  just  let  me  know.  I'd 
love  to  help."  The  most  amazing  part  was  that  I  had  not  even 
thought  of  running  for  office,  it  seemed  out  of  my  league.  But 
Matt  had  shown  me  that  he  had  confidence  in  me  and  with 
the  power  of  suggestion,  practically  forced  me  into  running. 
That  was  the  first  of  many  important  pushes  that  I  needed  to 
fly. 

As  you  can  see,  there  are  many  times  that  we  get  comfort- 
able in  the  nest,  or  we  get  comfortable  in  doing  what  we  have 
always  done.  It  is  at  these  times  that  a  baby  eaglet  needs 
someone  else  to  push  them  out  of  the  nest.  Who  has  pushed 
you?  Maybe  somebody  pushed  you  to  get  on  the  plane  for  the 
first  time  to  come  here,  to  go  on  a  trip  away  from  home  for  the 
first  time,  or  I  bet  a  certain  advisor  pushes  you  to  fill  out  your 
record  book  every  once  in  a  while,  when  you  really  don't 
want  to. 

"Even  eagles  need  a  push;  if  you  are  ever  scared  of  the 
consequences,  ask  yourself,  why  walk  when  you  can  fly?" 

When  an  eaglet  is  pushed  from  the  nest  it  must  test  its 
wings  before  it  can  truly  fly.  Testing  your  wings  is  the 
struggle  before  the  success. 

There  is  an  eagle,  I  mean  an  FFA  member  from  Rhode 
Island,  who  is  flapping  his  wings.  Preston  Smith  is  a  sopho- 
more who  was  on  the  dairy  judging  team  for  his  school. 
Preston  and  his  team  put  in  long  hours  of  study  and  prepara- 
tion and  were  rewarded  when  they  received  first  place  in  the 
state  dairy  judging  team.  Although  this  was  a  great  opportu- 
nity to  go  to  national  convention,  they  had  no  money  or  funds 
to  go.  Preston  wrote  to  me  and  mentioned  that  he  had  written 
letters  to  try  and  find  someone  to  sponsor  their  team  but  they 
had  only  two  responses.  At  this  point  he  felt  like  giving  up 
and  saving  his  money  to  possibly  go  to  convention  next  year. 
But  as  Preston  usually  does,  he  didn't  stop  there.  He  kept 
trying  new  people.  He  also  kept  building  his  chapter.  In  his 
letter  Preston  writes,  "I  have  been  trying  to  get  some  of  my 
friends  to  join  FFA.  They  don't  seem  to  interested  right  now. 


Oh  well,  I'll  keep  trying."  Well,  Preston  did  end  up  soaring. 
He  did  get  to  participate  in  the  National  Dairy  Judging 
Contest.  He  is  here. 

Even  Eagles  need  a  push.  Why  walk  when  you  can  fly  like 
Preston? 

Abra  Ungeheuer  began  her  first  year  in  the  FFA  with 
enthusiasm.  But  it  took  more  than  just  enrolling  in  the 
Agriculture  I  class  and  showing  up  for  Abra  to  be  a  part  of 
this  organization.  It  took  months  of  gathering  support,  calling 
the  school  board  and  visiting  with  teachers  before  Abra,  her 
family,  and  other  families  in  her  community  finally  got  an 
agricultural  education  program  approved.  Abra  is  now  part  of 
the  newly  chartered  Jayhawk  Linn  FFA  Chapter.  She  is  a 
senior  in  high  school  and  as  a  recent  letter  states,  "I  want  to 
thank  you  for  your  faithful  support  in  my  quest  to  become 
district  president  because  I  AM  NOW  THE  1995-96  KANSAS 
EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  FFA  PRESIDENT!  I  want  to  help 
FFA  members  and  be  a  true  positive  role  model  for  them.  I 
can't  think  of  a  more  fun  way  to  do  this  than  by  being  a 
district  officer."  She  tested  her  wings  and  perseverance  paid 
off. 

Even  eagles  need  a  push,  why  walk  when  you  can  fly  like 
Abra? 

When  I  met  Scott  Stoller,  he  was  already  testing  his  wings. 
He  had  already  been  elected  as  the  Greenhand  coach  for  his 
chapter.  We  met  at  the  California  state  convention,  and  not 
long  after  the  convention  he  wrote  me  a  letter.  The  letter 
asked  for  more  information  about  the  Washington  Leadership 
Conference  that  I  had  mentioned  when  we  met.  I  sent  him  the 
information  and  two  months  later  we  meet  again  at  WLC!  He 
had  come!  I  soon  found  that  not  only  did  Scott  test  his  wings 
by  going  to  WLC  when  he  knew  very  few  people  and  didn't 
know  what  he  was  getting  into;  he  then  flapped  his  wings 
again  to  fly  even  higher  when  he  tried  out  for  the  banquet 
committee  and  even  higher  when  he  made  it!!!  Scott  wasn't 
sure  at  first  if  he  should  try  out,  for  he  had  some  reservations 
about  speaking  into  a  microphone,  but  he  was  pushed  and 
encouraged  and  finally  he  flew. 

Even  eagles  need  a  push,  why  walk  if  you  can  fly  like 
Scott? 

So  you  were  pushed  from  the  nest  and  you  tested  your 
wings  and  after  conquering  your  fears  you  flew.  You  have 
succeeded.  But  if  you  stop  at  flying  you  are  not  an  eagle, 
because  eagles  soar,  they  soar  higher  than  any  other  bird.  You 
must  stop  to  give  others  a  push  to  be  an  eagle,  to  soar. 

There  was  one  coach  throughout  my  high  school  years  who 
never  ceased  to  amaze  me.  Because  I  was  involved  in  every 
sport,  I  was  in  the  weight  room  quite  a  bit,  getting  ready  for 
the  next  sport  or  just  staying  in  shape.  Coach  Schroeder  was 
always  in  the  weight  room,  too.  Every  time  I  laid  down  to  do 
the  bench  press,  she  was  right  there  ready  to  spot  me.  She 
would  start  out  by  putting  a  fairly  easy  weight  on,  then  after 
the  first  set  she  would  change  to  something  a  little  more 
challenging.  Again  and  then  again  she  added  weight.  By  the 
last  set  I  usually  looked  at  the  weight  and  got  a  sick  feeling  in 
my  stomach.  "I  don't  know  if  I  can  do  this,"  I  would  say.  Her 
reply  was,  "Sure  you  can,  let's  do  it."  Over  the  years  I  would 
not  be  able  to  do  some  of  the  heavier  weights,  but  more  often 
than  not,  she  would  chant,  "You  can  do  it,  you  can  do  it,  Jen,  a 
little  bit  farther,  keep  going."  Surprisingly  enough,  I  would  lift 
a  weight  just  a  little  bit  heavier  than  the  day  before.  What 
made  Coach  Schroeder  so  great,  was  that  she  cared  enough  to 
give  15  seconds  of  nudging. 

You  must  do  your  part  of  the  nudging,  you  must  push  the 
people  you  know  in  your  home  chapters.  Each  one  of  you 
knows  someone  back  home  who  I  would  call  the  invisible 
students.  The  freshmen  who  comes  to  the  meetings  but  never 
says  a  word.  The  member  who  would  like  to  be  an  officer  but 
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is  not  popular  enough  to  run.  The  chapter  officer  who  just 
doesn't  seem  interested  in  attending  your  state  convention  but 
you  know  they  would  love  it.  FFA  members,  is  your  obliga- 
tion to  introduce  yourself  to  that  shy  freshman,  it  is  your 
obligation  to  help  that  sophomore  develop  his  or  her  skills  to 
become  an  officer,  it  is  your  obligation  to  convince  that  person 
that  the  state  convention  will  be  something  that  they  will 
never  forget.  FFA  members,  it  is  your  obligation  because  each 
one  of  you  in  this  auditorium  is  an  eagle  and  the  proof  is  that 
to  be  an  eagle  it  takes  heart.  The  proof  that  you  have  heart  is 
the  fact  that  you  are  wearing  a  corn  gold  and  national  blue 
jacket.  Over  your  heart  is  an  emblem  and  on  the  top  of  that 
emblem  is  the  eagle. 

Even  eagles  need  a  push!  FFA  members  never  walk  when 
they  can  fly. 

There  is  one  last  push  that  was  given  to  me  nearly  one  year 
ago.  I  was  on  my  way  to  the  very  last  national  officer  inter- 
view. As  I  walked  up  the  steps  in  the  of  front  this  auditorium  I 
heard  a  voice  behind  me.  "Hey,  aren't  you  the  national  officer 
candidate  from  Kansas?"  I  turned  around  and  said,  "Yes  I  am. 
Are  you  from  Kansas  too?"  It  turned  out  that  he  was  a 
freshman  from  Garden  City,  Kan.  We  talked  for  a  bit  and  then 
I  turned  to  go  into  the  auditorium.  He  called  again  and  said, 
"Hey,  our  chapter  is  leaving  today  and  we  won't  be  able  to 
stay  for  the  elections.  If  you  win  do  you  think  that  you  could 
call  or  write  me  and  tell  me?"  I  agreed  and  I  got  Steve's  name, 
address  and  phone  number.  Again  I  turned  to  walk  up  the 
steps,  but  once  again  I  was  stopped  by  Steve.  "By  the  way,  if 
you  don't  win,  you  can  call  or  write  anyway,"  he  said.  I 
smiled  and  said  that  I  would.  Never  before  have  I  been  so  sure 
that  winning  or  losing  wasn't  everything;  it  was  the  people 
you  meet  while  you  try.  Steve  had  pushed  me  that  day,  he 
said  I  believe  in  you,  and  he  said  that  no  matter  what,  you  will 
have  a  friend  in  me.  There  is  a  soaring  eagle,  ladies  and 
gentleman. 

It  is  not  a  miracle,  it  is  being  pushed  from  the  nest,  it  is 
testing  your  wings  and  it  is  caring  enough  to  stop  flying  and 
to  push  someone  else.  That  is  to  soar  and  that  is  success.  You 
as  FFA  members  have  done  just  that  this  past  year.  Thank  you 
for  letting  me  share  in  your  success  and  thank  you  for  pushing 
me. 


Creating  Miracles 


Lee  Schroeder 
National  Vice  President- 
Leipisic,  Ohio 


-Eastern  Region 


Good  and  bad  situations  occur  in  every  region  of  the  world 
on  a  daily  basis.  When  disappointing  and  distressing  situa- 
tions are  present,  we  may  hear  the  familiar  SOS  signal.  It  is  a 
sign  of  desperation.  It  often  takes  a  miracle  to  relieve  the 
hopelessness. 

Imagine  yourself  on  a  boiling  hot  and  humid  summer  day. 
You  are  alone  in  a  large  field.  Your  hands  are  bloody  from  the 
pricks  that  cotton  plants  have  given  you.  You've  been 
working  for  15  consecutive  hours,  and  soon  your  master  will 
ride  his  horse  by  and  follow  you,  as  you  walk  to  the  farm- 
stead. You  wonder  how  much  more  work  you'll  do  at  the 
farm  before  you'll  be  allowed  to  eat  or  sleep.  Today  has  been 
identical  to  every  other  day  you  can  ever  remember  in  your 
life:  feed  the  livestock,  pick  cotton,  do  chores,  clean  stalls,  and 


serve  the  master  his  dinner.  You  know  that  every  day  of  your 
life  to  come  will  hold  the  same  future.  You  wonder  who  your 
parents  are,  and  where  they  might  be  right  now.  It  will  take  a 
miracle  to  end  this  misery. 

In  1865,  the  miracle  occurred.  Slavery  had  been  outlawed. 
God  had  a  major  role  in  that  miracle,  but  so  did  Abraham 
Lincoln,  president  at  the  time.  Daniel  Webster,  an  influential 
congressman  of  the  period,  affected  the  miracle  too.  There 
were  thousands  of  local  community  leaders  who  also  im- 
pacted the  miracle.  Many  soldiers  fought  for  the  miracle  to 
happen.  All  these  people  created  a  miracle  because  they 
sacrificed. 

When  we  think  of  miracles,  we  usually  think  of  the 
creation  of  life,  a  sunset,  or  turning  water  to  wine.  The  types 
of  miracles  we  can  create  are  different,  but  perhaps  just  as 
powerful.  Sacrifice  and  seeking  opportunities  lead  to  the 
service  which  causes  miracles  like  friendship,  success,  and  a 
positive  attitude  to  happen.  Our  miracles,  which  are  different 
from  the  ones  God  creates  by  himself,  help  us  and  others. 

You  can  define  your  miracle  however  you  want.  Your 
miracle  might  be  playing  in  2,131  consecutive  major  league 
baseball  games  or  getting  a  new  truck.  My  brother  personifies 
the  latter  example  because,  more  than  anything  else,  he  wants 
a  brand-new,  Chevy,  four-wheel-drive  pickup  truck.  Not  just 
any  pickup,  it  must  be  scarlet  and  grey  like  the  Ohio  State 
Buckeyes,  have  air  conditioning,  tilt  steering  wheel,  and  a  big 
cup  holder  for  Mountain  Dew.  He  is  willing  to  sacrifice  in 
order  to  get  it.  He  has  developed  a  Supervised  Agricultural 
Experience  Program  at  a  local  machinery  dealership.  He 
sacrifices  time  at  home  with  the  family,  time  with  friends  after 
school  and  on  Saturdays  to  work.  Because  he  is  willing  to 
sacrifice  and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  before  him,  I 
know  he  will  realize  his  miracle  of  a  new  truck. 

Daily  service  may  create  a  miracle  you  don't  expect.  Back 
in  1981,  Cal  Ripken  started  a  14-year  habit  of  service  to  his 
baseball  team,  playing  shortstop.  His  miracle  was  realized 
September  6,  1995,  when  he  set  the  record  for  most  consecu- 
tive games  played  in  professional  baseball  history. 

Serving  and  sacrificing  are  effective  in  creating  the  miracle 
you  want  as  well.  My  own  life  experiences  lend  an  example. 
As  I  grew  and  improved  my  agricultural  experiences  outside 
the  classroom,  I  chose  to  expand  into  steer  and  hog  produc- 
tion. For  several  weeks  between  my  sophomore  and  junior 
years  in  high  school,  I  saved  every  penny  I  could  to  make  that 
down  payment  for  my  steers.  Later,  more  sacrifices  came  my 
way  when  I  got  up  at  3:30  a.m.  to  load  hogs  before  school  and 
every  time  I  sat  and  filled  out  record  books.  In  June  of  that 
year,  I  received  the  State  FFA  Degree.  I  believe  the  discom- 
forts of  agricultural  life  were  the  most  beneficial  for  me 
because  of  the  opportunity  to  sacrifice.  Miracles,  like  the  State 
FFA  Degree,  are  created  from  recognizing  opportunities  to 
sacrifice  and  serve. 

I  have  seen  it,  and  so  have  you.  Think  about  walking  down 
the  hall  at  your  high  school.  Maybe  it's  the  locker  room,  or 
English  class  when  the  teacher  gives  you  free  time  to  socialize. 
Several  students  gather  in  a  group.  Many  are  watching  while 
a  few  ridicule  a  fellow  classmate's  haircut,  clothes,  actions,  or 
family.  Every  one  of  us  has  been  teased,  watched  another  get 
criticized,  or  picked  on  someone  ourselves.  The  pain  inflicted 
will  always  be  remembered  by  those  criticized.  It  is  really  a 
silent  SOS  that  often  goes  without  response.  When  faced  with 
this  situation,  would  you  be  willing  to  create  a  miracle?  The 
opportunity  is  there!  We  may  have  to  risk  our  popularity, 
status  and  comfort  zone  to  remedy  this  situation.  A  miracle 
will  be  created  for  the  person  we  help.  The  FFA  motto  states 
in  the  last  line:  "Living  to  Serve."  Indeed,  using  the  opportu- 
nity to  serve  others  allows  us  to  do  the  right  thing. 

Each  of  us  has  the  opportunity  to  improve  our  local 
chapter  by  increasing  participation  in  FFA  activities.  Methods 
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you  may  use  include:  developing  a  program  of  activities  that 
includes  every  member,  selecting  chapter  activities  of  interest 
to  members,  and  personally  welcoming  and  sharing  a  feeling 
of  worth  with  every  member.  Now  that  we  can  recognize 
opportunities  in  our  chapters,  what  opportunities  exist  to 
serve  our  families,  our  communities  and  our  nation? 

National  FFA  officers  see  this  during  our  trips  to  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  When  we  visit  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier  in 
Arlington  National  Cemetery,  we  better  understand  what  true 
service  and  sacrifice  is  all  about.  The  ultimate  miracle  of 
giving  up  your  life  for  others  is  exhibited  through  this 
touching  memorial.  The  unknown  soldier  isn't  the  only 
person  who  has  devoted  such  service,  but  his  sacrifice 
becomes  more  significant  because  his  identity  is  a  mystery. 
The  willingness  to  serve  others  without  recognition  is  a  trait 
that  will  reap  many  miracles  throughout  your  life. 

I  know  a  family  who  was  willing  to  sacrifice  much  for  their 
children.  Tough  times  in  farm  country,  uncooperative  local 
businesses  and  the  unstable  price  of  land  forced  the  family 
into  hard  financial  times.  They  valued  their  children's 
education  and  the  chance  to  continue  farming.  That  family 
made  sacrifices  like  never  eating  out,  working  late  hours  at 
odd  jobs,  and  not  wearing  designer  clothes.  In  1983,  they  sold 
the  family  farm,  just  another  sacrifice  for  their  sons  and 
daughters.  Today,  three  of  their  children  are  in  college,  each 
with  a  perfect  4.0  GPA.  Three  others  still  in  school  are  on  the 
honor  roll,  and  one  has  already  successfully  entered  his  career 
field.  They  farm  850  acres  today.  In  1983,  bankrupt  and 
without  a  dime  to  their  name,  it  would  have  taken  a  miracle  to 
bounce  back.  It  wasn't  a  miracle,  it  was  sacrifice. 

Mom,  Dad,  Susie,  Sharon,  Andy,  Cindy,  Sarah,  Jennifer, 
Chris,  and  Grandpa,  your  sacrifices  have  shaped  my  life. 
Thank  you  for  the  miracles  you've  provided  me. 

The  miracles  we  create  for  others  are  designed  to  imitate 
the  greatest  act  of  service,  the  one  Jesus  Christ  showed.  He 
sacrificed  his  mortal  life  for  mankind.  Our  sacrifices  may  not 
be  so  extreme,  but  just  as  much  is  on  the  line.  God  cannot 
create  miracles  without  some  help  from  us.  If  there  is  one 
correct  thing  to  do  in  today's  world,  it  is  to  sacrifice. 

Finally,  thank  you  Mr.  Barnhart,  the  Leipsic  FFA  Chapter, 
and  Leipsic  High  School  for  my  educational  opportunities. 
Mr.  Scott,  Rick,  and  Mark,  I  look  up  to  you  because  you  know 
how  to  sacrifice.  But  fellow  members,  there  are  five  people 
who  epitomize  the  philosophy  of  service.  I've  watched  them 
serve  you  with  great,  solid  speeches,  workshops,  personal 
letters,  and  leadership.  Thank  you  Corey,  Greg,  Trisha, 
Jennafer,  and  Travis  for  the  service  you  have  shown  me  and 
every  member  of  the  FFA  this  year. 

Creating  miracles  is  no  easier  today  than  at  any  other  time 
in  history.  By  enduring,  we  will  provide  miracles  for  others. 

The  SOS  distress  signal  is  sounding.  Are  you  willing  to 
answer  the  call? 

Fellow  members  of  the  FFA,  our  challenge  is  to  sacrifice, 
seek  opportunities,  and  serve — not  because  others  do  it,  not 
because  of  the  miracles  we'll  create,  but  because  it  is  right! 

God  bless  you.  Thank  you! 


Way  Out  in 
Left  Field 

Greg  Vetter 

National  Vice  President- 
Carpenter,  Wyoming 


-Western  Region 


In  the  mind  of  a  seven  year  old,  everything  is  possible,  and 
I  was  no  exception.  I  was  a  four-foot,  two-inch,  lean,  mean, 


baseball-playing  machine.  I  couldn't  run  very  fast  and  was  a 
little  clumsy,  but  I  was  bound  and  determined  to  play  baseball 
for  our  Burns  Little  League  Broncs.  At  the  time  I  was  seven 
years  and  10  months  old.  You  had  to  be  at  least  10  to  make 
the  team,  but  I  didn't  want  to  wait  until  I  was  10, 1  wanted  to 
play  now.  I  went  to  practice  with  my  brother  and  watched  all 
the  older  kids  hit  the  ball  and  run  around  the  diamond  on  that 
old,  beat  up  field.  While  they  played,  I  stood  outside  that 
chain  link  fence,  tossing  the  ball  up  and  down  in  one  hand, 
and  dreaming  of  the  day  that  I  would  get  to  run  out  on  that 
field. 

On  one  bright  summer  day,  I  was  asked  to  toss  the  ball 
around  with  a  few  of  the  players.  We  threw  the  ball  back  and 
forth  for  about  15  minutes,  and  then  the  coach  called  all  the 
players  out  on  the  field.  As  the  players  were  walking  towards 
the  field,  I  put  my  head  down  and  began  to  walk  away. 
Somewhere  in  that  four-foot,  two-inch  frame  of  a  person,  I  got 
the  courage  up  to  turn  around  and  run  out  on  that  field  with 
all  the  players,  trying  to  dodge  the  coach's  eye  so  he  wouldn't 
kick  me  off.  The  coach  probably  saw  me,  but  he  knew  I 
wanted  to  play,  so  he  didn't  say  anything.  I  looked  around 
for  a  position  to  play  on  the  field.  First  I  looked  to  be  the 
pitcher,  but  the  oldest  and  strongest  kid  was  there,  then  I 
looked  to  be  a  base  player,  but  all  the  good  catchers  were 
playing  there.  I  looked  for  any  position,  but  they  were  all 
filled,  except  for  one.  No  one  was  standing  in  left  field.  Once 
I  saw  that  opening,  I  ran  just  as  fast  as  I  could  to  that  empty 
spot  on  the  field  where  the  dandelions  were  growing.  I 
played  there  for  the  rest  of  the  season. 

Being  in  left  field  and  playing  with  other  10  and  11  year 
old  kids  meant  one  thing:  the  ball  never  made  it  out  to  left 
field.  Sure,  it  was  hit  there,  but  I  wasn't  very  fast.  When  the 
ball  hit  the  ground,  all  the  older  kids  would  run  over  and  grab 
it  before  I  got  there.  It  never  bothered  me  because  I  was 
dreaming.  While  I  stood  out  there  in  left  field,  I  daydreamed 
of  making  that  big  catch  and  the  winning  throw.  The  crowd, 
all  10  of  them,  would  go  crazy  and  Mom  and  Dad  would  be  so 
proud.  The  players  would  carry  me  away  on  their  shoulders. 
I  could  see  it,  but  then  I  snapped  back  to  reality  and  was 
content  with  waiting  for  my  piece  of  the  action. 

I  remember  the  day  when  one  of  the  biggest  kids  on  the 
opposing  team  came  to  bat.  He  was  dressed  in  black  and  my 
uniform  was  white.  He  was  well  known  for  hitting  long,  pop 
fly  balls.  When  the  pitch  came,  I  could  tell  it  would  be 
another  long  one  by  the  crack  of  his  bat.  The  ball  went  way 
up  in  the  sky,  and  I  stood  watching  for  a  moment  until  I 
realized  that  the  ball  was  coming  toward  me.  I  ran  to  position 
myself  under  the  ball  that  seemed  to  be  coming  faster  than  I 
wanted  it  to.  I  put  the  glove  in  the  air,  and  as  the  ball  came 
crashing  down  I  closed  my  eyes.  The  next  thing  that  I  knew, 
the  crowd  was  clapping  and  I  heard  the  centerfielder  yell, 
"Way  to  go,  Pipsqueak!"  I  opened  up  my  eyes,  looked  at  my 
glove  and  saw  the  ball.  "I  caught  it!!!" 

Friends,  over  my  short  20  years  on  this  earth  I  have  gained 
a  number  of  memories.  One  is  that  exciting  baseball  game, 
where  I  found  my  place  on  the  team.  As  I  got  older,  and 
eventually  worked  my  way  into  high  school,  I  was  looking  for 
another  place;  a  place  in  this  world.  Ever  since  the  age  of  five 
I  have  lived  in  a  little  old  town  named  Carpenter,  Wyo., 
where  lunch  is  at  the  grocery  store  and  all  54  people  know 
where  the  post  office  is.  I  remember  telling  all  my  friends  that 
when  I  get  to  be  18,  I'm  outta  here.  I  was  going  to  travel  the 
world,  meet  new  people,  and  go  on  dangerous  adventures.  At 
the  time,  I  thought  that  my  place  in  this  world  was  with 
money  and  power.  It  took  a  few  hard  lessons  in  the  little 
town  of  Carpenter  to  realize  that  destiny  doesn't  lie  in  how 
big  your  house  is  or  how  many  people  you  know,  it  lies 
within  you. 

(Continued  on  page  42) 
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Way  Out  in  Left  Field  (Continued  from  page  39) 

Every  day  as  I  get  up,  I  realize  that  there  are  more  and 
more  opportunities.  I  can  recall  hearing  a  story  about  a  poor 
man  who  bought  a  book  that  was  the  only  survivor  of  a  huge 
fire;  the  price  he  paid  was  just  a  few  coppers.  The  pages 
weren't  very  interesting,  but  what  was  between  the  pages  had 
value  indeed.  He  found  a  thin  strip  of  metal  on  which  was 
written  the  secret  of  the  "Touchstone."  The  Touchstone  is  a 
small  pebble  that  could  turn  any  common  metal  into  pure 
gold.  The  writing  explained  that  it  was  lying  among  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  other  pebbles,  but  the  secret  was  this: 
the  real  stone  would  feel  warm,  while  ordinary  pebbles  are 
cold.  So  the  man  sold  his  few  belongings,  and  camped  out  on 
a  seashore,  and  began  looking  for  the  magical  Touchstone.  He 
knew  that  if  he  picked  up  ordinary  pebbles  and  threw  them 
down  again,  he  might  pick  up  the  same  pebbles  hundreds  of 
times.  So,  when  he  felt  one  that  was  cold,  he  threw  it  into  the 
sea.  Days  turned  into  weeks  and  weeks  into  months,  yet  he 
continued  to  pick  up  pebbles.  Cold — throw  it  into  the  sea. 
Pick  up  another.  Throw  it  into  the  sea. 

One  day  in  mid-afternoon,  he  picked  up  a  pebble  and  it 
was  warm!  He  threw  it  into  the  sea  before  he  realized  what  he 
had  done.  He  had  formed  such  a  strong  habit  of  throwing 
each  pebble  into  the  sea  that  when  the  one  he  wanted  came 
along,  he  still  threw  it  away. 

I  think  all  of  us  have  that  tendency  to  throw  away  that 
Touchstone  or  special  opportunity.  When  is  the  last  time  you 
actually  took  time  to  sit  down  with  your  family  and  talk? 
How  many  of  you  don't  even  want  to  talk  to  your  mom,  dad, 
brothers  and  sisters?    How  many  of  you  snap  at  your  parents 
when  they  ask  you  a  question?  All  of  us  do.  I  am  just  as 
guilty  as  anybody.  When  I  got  home  from  trips  this  year  I 
didn't  want  to  spend  time  with  their  questions.  I  wanted  time 
alone,  and  I  thought  that  was  all  right  until  I  read  that  story  of 
the  Touchstone.  Don't  take  for  granted  those  opportunities  to 
love  and  share  with  the  people  that  are  close  to  you.  This  may 
be  your  mom  or  dad,  your  best  friend,  or  your  guardian.  I  am 
so  fortunate  to  have  a  loving  family  that  understands  and 
cares  and  allows  me  to  grow  and  learn  with  each  day.  Mom, 
Dad  and  Scott,  thank  you  for  the  utmost  love  and  belief  in  me. 
Just  as  a  star  guided  the  shepherds  to  the  crib  of  Christ,  you 
have  been  my  star  that  has  guided  me  through  this  year. 

Fellow  members,  remember  that  life  is  so  short,  and  it  can 
end  in  the  snap  of  a  finger.  It's  those  little  things — those  little 
opportunities,  like  your  family,  that  helps  guide  us  through 
this  world. 

On  a  wooden  closet  door,  at  home,  I  have  a  poster  that 
gives  me  a  lot  of  direction  in  life.  It  says, 

It  takes  courage  to  push  yourself 
to  places  you  have  never  been  before... 
to  test  your  limits.... 
to  break  through  barriers. 

I  had  a  great  opportunity  to  visit  the  Missouri  state 
convention  this  year.  My  first  few  days  were  filled  with 
laughing  and  sharing  jokes  and  meeting  some  of  the  most 
exciting  people  in  FFA.  Then  on  the  night  of  the  second  day 
of  my  visit,  the  unthinkable  happened  to  this  country.  I 
returned  to  my  room,  and  took  off  my  FFA  jacket,  and  flopped 
down  on  the  bed,  grabbing  the  remote.  When  I  clicked  on  the 
TV  this  is  what  I  heard,  "Oklahoma  City  has  just  been 
bombed."  My  cheeks  that  hurt  so  bad  from  laughing  and 
smiling,  turned  to  sadness.  I  will  never  forget  watching  the 
scenes  of  that  federal  office  building  that  ended  up  as  a  grave 
yard  for  so  many  people.  Millions  of  Americans  who  are 
proud  of  the  country  they  live  in  were  asking  the  questions, 
"Who?  Why?  How?" 

As  I  continued  to  watch  the  pictures  of  a  torn-up  building, 
I  saw  something  amazing  happen.  One  single  thing  united 


our  country  in  a  time  of  need.  Courage.  The  courage  from 
volunteers  as  they  dug  through  piles  and  piles  of  debris.  Just 
as  my  poster  says,  they  broke  through  the  barriers  and  tested 
their  limits,  all  for  something  they  didn't  get  a  paycheck  or 
credit  for.  I'm  not  saying  that  you  have  to  save  a  life  to  have 
courage.  I'm  saying  that  you  have  to  test  your  own  limits.  Go 
to  that  leadership  camp  even  though  it  may  be  your  first  time. 
Sign  up  for  a  chapter  office.  Do  the  things  that  take  you 
beyond  the  barriers  of  life.  Many  times  I  have  been  asked 
why  I  joined  the  FFA.  The  answer  is  simple.  I  was  searching 
for  a  place  where  I  could  find  enough  courage  to  get  up  in 
front  of  friends  and  give  a  speech  without  my  knees  shaking. 
FFA  members,  as  I  stand  before  you  now,  at  this  very  mo- 
ment, I  am  confident  that  my  courage  came  from  FFA,  and  I 
know  yours  will  too. 

Some  of  the  best  memories  of  this  year  were  spending  time 
at  chapters  and  with  my  fellow  officers.  At  the  beginning  of 
our  year,  Corey  and  I  visited  a  number  of  chapters  in 
Madisonville,  Texas,  and  there  I  met  a  person  with  a  rare  bone 
disease  in  both  legs.  The  doctors  and  nurses  told  him  that  he 
would  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  in  a  wheelchair,  but  he  didn't 
sell  his  walking  shoes.  He  began  day  after  day  of  rehabilita- 
tion, trying  to  walk  again  with  the  help  of  bars  for  support. 
Slowly  he  began  to  gain  strength  back  in  his  legs,  and  with 
each  day  of  progress,  his  belief  in  himself  grew  stronger  and 
stronger.  When  that  happens,  it's  like  adding  fuel  to  the  fire. 
I'm  not  saying  that  a  belief  can  get  every  person  out  of  a 
wheelchair.  I'm  saying  that  if  there  is  an  option  of  success  and 
failure,  believing  in  yourself  and  what  you  can  do  will  make 
the  difference.  It  made  the  difference  in  that  young  man's  life 
forever,  and  he  proved  it  by  walking  out  of  the  auditorium.  I 
have  one  regret  this  year.  That  night,  before  I  went  to  bed,  I 
didn't  write  his  name  down.  Friends,  in  all  your  travels  and 
endeavors  through  this  world,  always  believe  in  yourself 
because  that  is  what  makes  us  strong. 

To  believe  in  yourself  you  have  to  be  surrounded  by 
people  who  believe  in  you.  Throughout  the  year  I  have  been 
surrounded  by  people  who  have  touched  my  life.  Thank  you 
Wyoming  FFA,  for  the  kindness  in  your  hearts  and  the  nudges 
of  encouragement  that  you  gave  me  during  my  year.  I  would 
also  like  to  thank  five  other  people  who  helped  me  grow  this 
year  and  who  believed  in  me.  To  Corey,  Jenn,  Trav,  Trish, 
and  Lee.  You  can't  reach  the  destination  of  any  voyage 
without  some  great  co-captains,  and  I  have  been  around  five 
of  the  best.  Thanks  for  the  crazy  van  rides,  for  the  wild  nights 
of  laughing  and  sharing  stories,  and,  most  importantly,  for 
sharing  your  lives  with  me. 

Finally,  I  want  to  thank  you  FFA  members.  Just  as  a 
daydreamer  found  a  place  on  the  field,  you  allowed  me  to 
find  my  place  in  this  world.  A  place  that  isn't  too  far  from 
Carpenter,  Wyo.  Thank  you  for  the  memories.  From  sharing 
dreams  and  goals  by  candlelight  in  Nebraska,  to  backing 
down  a  one-way  ramp  in  New  Hampshire.  From  fishing  in  a 
pond  with  no  fish  in  the  middle  of  the  night  with  some 
energized  members  from  Georgia,  to  laughing  about  a  bizarre 
saying  with  an  excited  chapter  advisor  in  Virginia.  Just  as  a 
Japanese  friend  said  in  her  letter,  "I  won't  forget  you. ..don't 
forget  me." 

FFA  members,  before  this  year,  I  thought  my  catch  was  just 
a  lucky  grab  out  of  the  sky.  From  what  I've  learned  and 
experienced  with  you,  I  found  that  baseball  game  goes  a  lot 
deeper.  I  challenge  you  to  take  full  advantage  of  every  pop 
fly  that  comes  your  way.  Find  the  courage  to  run  out  there  on 
that  field,  and,  most  importantly,  believe  that  you  will  make 
that  game-winning  grab.  Together  we  will  find  our  place  in 
the  world,  and  it  might  even  be  standing  way  out  in  left  field. 
May  God  bless  all  of  you. 
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VIP  Citations 


FFA  VIPs  have  dedicated  not  only 
their  careers,  but  their  lives  to  educa- 
tion and  FFA.  Each  year,  the  organiza- 
tion bestows  this  honor  upon  those 
who  have  served  young  people  to  an 
extraordinary  degree.  State  staff, 
foundation  sponsors  and  agricultural 
educators  comprise  this  year's  notable 
delegation.  The  group  was  recognized 
at  the  Thursday  afternoon  convention 
session,  and  each  recipient  received  a 
commemorative  plaque. 


I.  L.  "Ish"  Stivers  of  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.,  was  a  charter  member  of  the  FFA 
in  1928.  He  taught  agriculture  for  20 
years  before  forming  the  Hot  Springs 
National  Bank  as  agriculture  local 
officer.  Stivers,  now  retired,  continues 
to  serve  on  the  State  FFA  Foundation 
and  supports  agricultural  education 
and  FFA  through  his  work  with  Farm 
Bureau  at  the  state  and  national  levels. 


'     '-'    "    " «*^-r 1 j T 

NATION AL  FFA  CONVENTION 

'Kansas City,  Missouri 


Eight  individuals  were  honored  with  VIP  Citations  Thursday  afternoon.  Front  row  (from  left): 
I.  L.  Stivers,  Robert  Reynolds  and  Frank  Moon.  Back  row  (from  left):  Roy  Denniston,  Les 
Thompson,  Dewey  Stewart  and  Billy  Harrell.  Recipient  not  pictured:  J.  Earl  Frick  Jr. 


Dr.  Dewey  W.  Stewart  of 

Mooresville,  Ind.,  has  made  major 
contributions  to  agricultural  education 
for  more  than  25  years.  Currently  he  is 
the  area  vocational  director  in 
Greencastle,  and  also  served  as  state 
supervisor  and  as  a  member  of  the 
National  FFA  Board  of  Directors.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  American  Vocational  Associa- 
tion and  served  as  agriculture  division 
vice  president. 

Roy  T.  Denniston  of  Nassau,  N.  Y., 
has  served  agricultural  education  in 
many  capacities.  He  first  taught  high 
school  agriculture  for  many  years  in 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  then 
served  as  state  FFA  advisor.  For  many 
years  he  served  on  the  National  FFA 
Agricultural  Sales  Contest  committee, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  National 
FFA  Foundation  Board  of  Trustees.  He 
retired  in  1995. 


Frank  Moon  of  Hayfield,  Minn., 
taught  agriculture  for  34  years  before 
he  retired.'  For  the  past  20  years  he  has 
assisted  at  the  national  FFA  conven- 
tion by  coordinating  the  selection 
process  for  the  national  proficiency 
awards  and  the  Star  Farmer  and  Star  in 
Agribusiness  winners.  He  also  has 
served  as  assistant  leader  for  the  FFA 
European  Travel  Seminar. 

Robert  W.  Reynolds  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  is  corporate  vice  president, 
International  Operations  and  Develop- 
ment for  Monsanto  Company.  In  1991 
he  was  chair  of  the  National  FFA 
Foundation  Sponsors'  Board  and  led 
the  efforts  for  a  record-breaking 
campaign.  He  also  was  instrumental 
in  generating  Monsanto's  support  for 
Project  Growth,  which  has  been 
helpful  in  keeping  FFA  membership 
strong. 


J.  Earl  Frick  Jr.  of  Florence,  S.  C,  is 
retired  from  agricultural  education 
after  30  years  of  service.  He  was 
executive  secretary  of  the  state  associa- 
tion for  25  years  and  served  as  state 
advisor.  He  also  coordinated  two 
regional  agricultural  education 
conferences  held  in  the  state. 

Les  Thompson  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  is 
retired  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Education  which  he  represented  for 
many  years  on  the  National  FFA  Board 
of  Directors  and  the  National  FFA 
Foundation  Board  of  Trustees.  His 
dedication  to  agricultural  education 
spans  more  than  25  years.  His  primary 
interest  as  a  board  member  was  the 
national  FFA  judging  contest  program. 

William  R.  (Billy)  Harrell  of 

Huntsville,  Texas,  has  served  as 
superintendent  for  the  national  FFA 
agricultural  mechanics  contest  as  well 
as  superintendent  of  the  agricultural 
mechanics  project  display  at  the 
Houston  Livestock  Show  &  Rodeo.  He 
is  currently  a  professor  of  agricultural 
mechanization  at  Sam  Houston  State 
University. 
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Honorary  American  FFA  Degrees  <s#S*^ 


It  takes  thousands  of  hours  of  time  and  enormous  amounts  of  dedication  to 
keep  FFA  and  agricultural  education  thriving  at  the  local,  state  and  national 
levels.  Friday  morning  FFA  members  said  "thank  you"  to  government  leaders, 
high  school  officials,  agriculture  teachers,  business  people,  state  staff  and  parents 
who  give  so  much  to  young  people  in  FFA.  The  Honorary  American  FFA  Degree 
is  the  organization's  highest  tribute,  and  one  well-deserved  by  the  following 
individuals.  The  national  officers  thanked  each  recipient  and  presented  them 
with  an  honorary  key  and  certificate. 


ALABAMA:  Bobby  J.  Thomas,  Auburn  University 

ARIZONA:  Glen  M.  Miller,  Tucson 

ARKANSAS:  Thomas  G.  Baker,  Alicia;  Roy 

Brister,  Springdale;  Winston  Bryant,  Little  Rock; 

Stanley  Russ,  Conway;  James  Whitmore, 

Springdale 

CALIFORNIA:  Dick  Foell,  Roseville 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA:  Floyd  Horn, 

Washington;  Robert  Persiko,  Washington;  R. 

Dean  Plowman,  Washington;  Sen.  Paul  Simon, 

Washington 

FLORIDA:  Ben  Hill  Griffin  III,  Frostproof;  John  T. 

Woeste,  Gainesville 

GEORGIA:  F.  Richard  Beard,  Athens;  Lynn  Brock 

Klein,  Atlanta;  Richard  0.  Shuler,  Norcross; 

Ed  Tolbert,  Nicholson 

IDAHO:  LeRoy  D.  Luft,  Moscow 

ILLINOIS:  Walter  J.  Armbruster,  Oak  Brook; 

Ronald  J.  Biondo,  Countryside;  Russell  Curtis, 

Carlinville;  William  J.  Doyle,  Skokie;  Esther  Funk, 

Roanoke;  Marcia  E.  Glenn,  Glenville 

KANSAS:  David  E.  Schafer,  Manhattan;  John  E. 

Shirley,  Manhattan;  John  Unruh,  Ph.D., 

Manhattan 

MICHIGAN:  Donna  J.  Banks,  Battle  Creek; 

Norman  A.  Braksick,  Kalamazoo 

MINNESOTA:  David  E.  Hoff,  Crookston;  Ron 

Sommers,  Willmar 

MISSISSIPPI:  Tom  Burnham,  Ed.  D.,  Jackson; 

Alton  K.  McRee,  Jackson;  Therrell  Myers,  Ed.  D., 

Jackson;  Jerry  D.  Pelly,  Jackson 

MISSOURI:  Frederick  W.  Bergman,  Blue  Springs; 

Shawna  Lea  Estep,  Marionville;  Amon  Roy  Herd, 


Columbia;  Walter  P.  Hobgood  Jr.,  St  Louis; 

Lyndon  N.  Irwin,  Springfield;  Roger  L.  Mitchell, 

Columbia;  Jerry  Monterastelli,  Blue  Springs; 

Harold  Sontaq,  Columbia 

NEW  JERSEY:  Richard  Cunningham, 

Washington 

NEW  YORK:  Walter  Elmore,  High  Fall 

NORTH  DAKOTA:  Roger  Fischer,  Fargo 

OKLAHOMA:  Randy  Gilbert,  Tecumseh;  Kathy 

J.  Stafford,  Sterling 

PENNSYLVANIA:  Jeff  Jacoby,  Philadelphia; 

Barry  C.  Oswald,  Harrisburg;  Boyd  E.  Wolff, 

Harrisburg 

RHODE  ISLAND:  John  F.  Emin  Jr.,  Smithfield; 

Anthony  T.  Mallilo,  Kingston 

SOUTH  CAROLINA:  Von  Pope  Snelgrove, 

Columbia 

TENNESSEE:  Frank  Medley,  Cookeville 

TEXAS:  James  E.  Casey  Jr.,  Huntsville;  Joe  Neil 

Folk,  Jasper;  State  Rep.  Pete  Patterson,  Austin; 

Herbert  B.  Schumann,  Huntsville;  Joe  D. 

Townsend,  College  Station 

VIRGINIA:  Charles  J.  Colgan  Sr„  Manassas; 

Tim  Perdue,  Alexandria;  Samuel  E.  Ritchie, 

Harrisonburg;  Julli  Schiattareggia,  Alexandria; 

Beth  B.  Slack,  Alexandria;  Judith  Wantz, 

Dumfries 

WEST  VIRGINIA:  Fred  Gold  Butler,  Inwood 

WISCONSIN:  Louis  C.  Arrington,  Madison; 

Gary  A.  Myers,  Jefferson;  Howard  D.  Poulson, 

Madison;  James  M.  Schug,  West  Bend 

WYOMING:  Ronald  G.  Sutherland,  Cheyenne 

JAPAN:  Shunzo  Komatsu,  Imagawa 


Examples  of  FFA  leaders  for  a  lifetime  stretch  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  U.S. 
borders.  Shunzo  Komatsu,  a  Japanese  agricultural  instructor  and  the  former 
national  FFJ  advisor,  received  the  Honorary  American  FFA  Degree.  Pictured 
from  left  are  Mrs.  Komatsu,  their  daughter  Naoko  and  Mr.  Komatsu,  holding 
his  honorary  degree. 


AGRICULTURE  TEACHERS 

ALABAMA:  David  V.  Ashe,  Opp  Middle  School; 
Tony  W.  Berry,  Montevallo;  Ronald  C.  Harris, 
East  Limestone 

CALIFORNIA:  Jerry  Dean,  Atascadero;  Leroy 
Wallace,  Santa  Rosa 

COLORADO:  Charles  Donkle,  Las  Animas; 
Steven  C.  Karspeck,  Hoehne 
GEORGIA:  Charles  P.  Griner,  Colquitt  County 
ILLINOIS:  Mark  S.  Wright,  Georgetown 
INDIANA:  Michael  L.  Johnson,  Prosser;  Richard 
McGown,  Triton  Central 
IOWA:  Brent  A.  Hanna,  Knoxville 
KENTUCKY:  Gary  H.  Burdine,  Jessamine 
County 

MARYLAND:  Robert  A.  Beavan,  Thurmont 
MICHIGAN:  Alan  Alaga,  Ovid-Elsie;  Craig  A. 
Edgerly,  Harbor  Beach 
MINNESOTA:  Bernard  H.  VanZomeren, 
Jefferson;  Jeff  Voss,  Jackson;  Marvin  D.  Ziner, 
Elk  River 

MISSOURI:  Albert  Bos  Jr.,  Aurora;  Larry 
Henneke,  Hermann;  Robert  W.  Knight, 
Brunswick;  Francis  M.  McCrory,  Clopton;  Rex 
Moore,  Van  Far 
MONTANA:  Kevin  Fochs,  Park 
NEBRASKA:  David  L.  Barnard,  Superior;  Randy 
Vlasin,  Imperial 

NEW  YORK:  Glenn  Osterhout,  Madison 
NORTH  DAKOTA:  Jeff  Hagel,  Granville 
OKLAHOMA:  Arnold  Bourne,  Harrah;  Donald 
Boyett,  Grove;  Thomas  G.  Cannon,  Sapulpa; 
Dearl  Cunningham,  Jay;  Joe  Cunningham,  Locust 
Grove;  Dan  Flanders,  Okemah;  Bill  Gerler,  Inola; 
Jack  T.  Gorczyca  III,  Harrah;  Jeffrey  L.  Hogue, 
Coweta;  Larry  Long,  Elk  City;  Wyman  Nemecek, 
Checotah;  C.  B.  Tuck,  Caney  Valley 
OREGON:  Rolland  Aschim,  Forest  Grove 
SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Linda  A.  Rist,  West  Central 
TENNESSEE:  John  M.  Blankenship,  Halls; 
Robert  W.  Myracle,  Riverside 
TEXAS:  C.  Don  Beene,  Fairfield;  Joe  R.  Burkett, 
Jacksboro;  Michael  C.  Edwards,  Klein  Oak;  Jerry 
K.  Mathis,  Hart;  Barney  M.  McClure,  Cleburne; 
Clarence  G.  Schomburg,  Edna;  John  A.  Smith, 
Mabank 

UTAH:  William  C.  Schell,  Manila 
WEST  VIRGINIA:  Robert  C.  Beach,  Clay- 
Battlelle;  Erwin  Berry,  St.  Marys;  David  L. 
Bourgeois,  Ripley;  James  R.  Knotts,  Mineral 
County 

WISCONSIN:  Richard  L.  Colby,  Adams- 
Friendship;  Tari  Costello,  New  Holstein;  Peter  D. 
Drone,  Bloomington;  Leif  Gigstad,  Sheboygan 
Falls;  Brian  Hendrickson,  Montello;  Robert  L 
Johnson,  Milton 
WYOMING:  Nick  L.  Siddle,  John  B.  Kendrick 
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Three  groups  of  people  play  such 
demanding  roles  in  FFA  and  agricul- 
tural education  that  they  are  automati- 
cally awarded  Honorary  American 
FFA  Degrees.  Retiring  members  of  the 
National  FFA  Board  of  Directors, 
Trustees  and  Consultants,  and  parents 
of  national  FFA  officers  and  Stars  Over 
America  comprise  this  noteworthy 
group. 

Business  people  and  educators  who 
have  given  generously  of  their  time 
and  talents  to  guide  the  organization 
were  thanked  for  their  terms  of  service 
to  the  board.  Such  commitment  to 
young  people  is  a  true  gift. 

Parents  of  any  active  FFA  member 
know  the  sacrifices  required  to 
support  their  children's  activities,  and 
parents  of  national  officers  and  stars 
know  it  perhaps  better  than  anyone. 
They  provide  the  guidance  and 
encouragement  to  let  their  children 
reach  for  their  goals,  and  to  express 
FFA's  appreciation  to  parents  every- 
where, we  thank  them. 


NATIONAL  FFA  BOARD 
OF  DIRECTORS, 
TRUSTEES  AND 

CONSULTANTS 

ILLINOIS:  James  Craft,  Roanoke 
MISSOURI:  Harry  D.  Cleberg,  Kansas  City; 
Edward  D.  Stephens,  Carthage 
PENNSYLVANIA:  MeeCee  Baker,  Port  Royal 

PARENTS  OF  NATIONAL 

OFFICERS 

FLORIDA:  Melissa  Bailey,  Dover;  B.  Courtney 

Bailey,  Dover 

KANSAS:  Connie  Neufeld,  Inman;  Fred  Neufeld, 

Inman 

ILLINOIS:  Barbara  A.  Flournoy,  Chicago 

OHIO:  Nancy  A.  Schroeder,  Leipsic;  Daniel  C. 

Schroeder,  Leipsic 

OREGON:  Sue  Hagen,  Powell  Butte;  Lyman 

Hagen,  Powell  Butte 

WYOMING:  Sandy  Vetter,  Carpenter;  Gary 

Vetter,  Carpenter 


PARENTS  OF  STAR  IN 
AGRIBUSINESS  AND 
STAR  FARMER  FINALISTS 

AND  WINNERS 

ILLINOIS:  Ruth  Reinhart,  Normal;  Larry 

Reinhart,  Normal 

INDIANA:  Elaine  Oilman,  Westport;  Danny 

Oilman,  Westport;  Patricia  E.  Stucker,  Salem; 

Thomas  Earl  Thixton,  Salem 

KENTUCKY:  Mary  Nelle  White,  Sturgis;  Jack 

White,  Sturgis 

MICHIGAN:  Virginia  Petroshus,  Allegan;  Jerome 

Petroshus,  Allegan 

MINNESOTA:  Cindy  Kallevig,  Willmar;  Steve 

Kallevig,  Willmar 

WASHINGTON:  Erma  Duffner,  Ephrata;  Larry 

Duffner,  Ephrata 

WISCONSIN:  Kathy  Glodowski,  Amherst 

Junction;  Greg  Glodowski,  Amherst  Junction 


Bobby  Thomas,  Alabama  Department  of  Education  state  agriculture  staff  member,  arid  his  son  Stephen  share  a  moment  of  mutual  pride.  Both 
from  Opelika,  Ala.,  the  younger  Thomas  received  his  American  FFA  Degree  Friday,  the  same  day  his  father  received  the  Honorary  American 
FFA  Degree. 


45 


National  FFA  Foundation 


The  National  FFA  Foundation  makes  setting  records  a 
way  of  life.  For  the  29th  consecutive  year,  it  reached  a  new 
level  of  support  for  FFA  and  agricultural  education 
programs.  At  Thursday  night's  session  H.  D.  "Harry" 
Cleberg,  1995  FFA  Foundation  Sponsors'  Board  chairman, 
announced  that  the  Foundation  raised  a  total  of  $6,070,000 
in  1995  to  support  projects  and  programs  for  FFA  and 
agricultural  education.  A  crowd  of  more  than  28,400  FFA 
members  and  guests  cheered  the  announcement. 

Cleberg,  president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  Farm- 


50- YEAR  SPONSORS 

AGCO  Corporation,  Duluth,  Ga. 

Amoco  Foundation,  Inc.,  Chicago,  HI, 

CHEVY  TRUCKS,  Warren,  Mich. 

Farmland  Industries,  Incorporated,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

35-YEAR  SPONSORS 

Cargill,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Cessna  Foundation,  Inc.,  Wichita,  Kan. 
Venard  Films,  Ltd.— Farm  Film  Foundation, 
East  Peoria,  III. 

25-YEAR  SPONSORS 

Bo-Jac  Hybrid  Corn  Company,  Mount  Pulaski,  III. 
CF  Industries,  Incorporated,  Long  Grove,  III. 
Furst-McNess  Company,  Freeport,  III. 
Mr.  Alfred  F.  Kemnitz,  Normal,  III, 
Land  O'Lakes,  Inc.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Lowe's  Charitable  &  Educational  Foundation, 

N.  Wilkesboro,  N.C. 
Mid-America  Dairymen,  Inc.,  Springfield,  Mo. 
National  Food  and  Energy  Council,  Incorporated, 

Columbia,  Mo. 

15-YEAR  SPONSORS 

Ace  Bolt  &  Nut  Company,  Incorporated, 

Middleville,  Mich. 
Boehringer  Ingelheim  Animal  Health,  Inc., 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Mr.  Paul  G.  Brower,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago,  III. 
Chore-Time  Equipment  Division  of  CTB  Incorporated, 

Milford,  Ind. 
DICKEY-john  Corporation,  Auburn,  III. 
Elanco  Animal  Health,  A  Division  of  Eli  Lilly  and 

Company,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Mr.  Lennie  Gamage,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
Mr.  Kim  A.  Havens,  Darlington,  Wis. 
Hoechst-Roussel  Agri-Vet  Company,  Somerville,  N.  J. 
Houston  Livestock  Show  &  Rodeo,  Houston,  Texas 
Mr.  James  A.  Howard,  Wayzata,  Minn. 
Mr.  William  D.  Knox,  Fort  Atkinson,  Wis. 
Prairie  Farms  Dairy,  Inc.,  Carlinville,  III. 
Ms.  M.  Gene  Pressnall,  Madison,  Wis. 
Ritchie  Industries,  Inc.,  Conrad,  Iowa 
Schering-Plough  Animal  Health,  Union,  New  Jersey 
Witco  Corporation,  Division  of  Kendall  Refinery, 

New  York,  N.Y. 


land  Industries,  Inc.,  says  the  contributions  of  the  more 
than  1,000  Foundation  sponsors  help  prepare  future 
agriculture  leaders.  "The  FFA  provides  excellent  training, 
not  only  for  agricultural  careers,  but  also  for  personal 
leadership  skills,"  he  said.  "My  industry  colleagues  and  I 
know  that  supporting  the  FFA  today  ensures  us  well- 
trained,  motivated  employees  tomorrow." 

Cleberg  introduced  the  1996  FFA  Foundation  Sponsors' 

Board  chairman-elect, 
Allan  R.  Johnson, 
president  of  Farm 
Progress  Companies, 
Inc.  Johnson  an- 
nounced that  the  1996 
Foundation  theme 
would  keep  in  tune 
with  the  organization's 
theme,  "FFA — 
Leadership  for  a 
Lifetime." 

Since  1944,  the 
National  FFA  Founda- 
tion has  provided 
more  than  $63  million 
The  National  FFA  Foundation  to  FFA  members  for 

successfully  raised  more  than  awards,  scholarships 

$6  million  in  1995.  Foundation  and  achievement 

President-elect    Allan     R.  programs. 

Johnson,  president  of  Farm 
Progress  Companies,  Inc., 
pledged  to  surpass  that  amount 
in  1996. 


SPONSORS'  BOARD  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

1995  Chairman 

H.D.  Cleberg,  President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer, 
Farmland  Industries,  Inc. 

1 996  Chairman-Elect 

Allan  R.  Johnson,  President, 
Farm  Progress  Companies,  Inc. 

1997  Chairman-Elect 

Wayne  L.  Beck,  Vice  President— Supply  Management, 
Pioneer  Hi-Bred  International,  Inc. 
Past  Chairman  (1994) 

Ron  Davis,  President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer, 
Biggs/Gilmore  Communications 


The  following  Kansas  City  businesses  and  associations  provided  undesignated 
support  for  the  1995  National  FFA  Convention,  and  FFA  thanks  them:  UMB  Bank, 
N.A.;  City  of  Kansas  City;  Hallmark  Corporate  Foundation;  American  Royal  Associa- 
tion, Inc.;  Boatmen's  First  National  Bank  of  Kansas  City;  Farmland  Industries,  Inc.;  The 
H&R  Block  Foundation;  Kansas  City  Power  &  Light  Company,  Kansas  City  Southern 
Industries,  Inc.;  Marion  Merrell  Dow,  Inc.;  Sutherland  Lumber  Co.;  Yellow  Corporate 
Foundation;  Humana  Health  Care  Plans;  Sprint  Foundation;  Fermenta  Animal  Health 
Company;  Kansas  City  Life  Insurance  Company;  The  Kansas  City  Star  Company; 
North  American  Salt  Company;  and  Payless  Cashways,  Inc. 


46 


RETIRING  SPONSORS' 

BOARD 

Donna  J.  Banks,  Vice  President,  Research 

and  Development,  Kellogg  Company 

Norman  A.  Braksick,  President, 

Asgrow  Seed  Company 

June  Dean,  Past  President,  National  FFA 

Alumni  Association 

William  J.  Doyle,  Executive  Vice  President, 

Potash  Corporation  of  Saskatchewan,  Inc. 

Paul  F.  Engler,  Chief  Executive  Officer, 

Cactus  Feeders,  Inc. 

Walter  P.  Hobgood  Jr.,  President,  Protiva, 

a  Unit  of  Monsanto  Company 

Herman  F.  Kosten,  Vice  President,  Dealer 

Sales,  N.A.,  Case  Corporation 

Gary  A.  Myers,  Executive  Vice  President, 

Morgan&Myers 

Richard  M.  Pelton,  Executive  Vice  President, 

0.  F.  Mossberg  and  Sons,  Inc. 

Richard  0.  Shuler,  President  and  Chief 

Executive  Officer,  Vetlife,  Inc. 

NEW  AND  CONTINUING 

SPONSORS'  BOARD 

Michael  C.  Ames,  Director,  Crop  Protection 

Marketing,  Merck  Ag  Vet  Division 

Stephen  D.  Barr,  Chief  Executive  Officer, 

Osborn  &  Barr  Communications 

William  T.  Boehm,  Vice  President  - 

Procurement,  The  Kroger  Company 

Donald  0.  Borgman,  Executive  Vice  President, 

Boatmen's  First  National  Bank  of  Kansas  City 

Norman  L  Boyd.  Vice  President,  Marketing, 

AGCO  Corporation 

James  L.  Callaway,  President,  Quincy  Design  & 

Manufacturing,  Inc.,  A  Moorman  Manufacturing 

Company 

Jon  R.  Carlson,  Vice  President,  North  American 

Sales  &  Marketing,  Case  Corporation 

Ed  Dickinson,  Publisher,  Progressive  Farmer 

Magazine 

Arnold  W.  Donald,  President,  Crop  Protection 

Unit,  Monsanto  Company 

A.  Charles  Fischer,  Vice  President,  North 

America,  DowElanco 

Jerry  G.  Foust,  Vice  President,  Marketing, 

Winchester's  Division/Olin  Corporation 

C.  T.  Fredrickson,  Chief  Executive  Officer, 

AgriBank,  FCB 

Walter  A.  Gardiner,  President  and  Chief 

Operating  Officer,  Imperial  Schrade  Corporation 

Kenneth  A.  Gregersen,  Industry  Liaison,  The 

National  Council  for  Agricultural  Education 

Donald  W.  Hecht,  Director  of  Sales  and 

Marketing,  Elanco  Animal  Health 

Gregory  A.  Heckman,  Vice  President/General 

Manager,  ConAgra  Commodity  Services 

Company 

Gene  H.  Hemphill,  Manager,  Industry  Affairs, 

New  Holland,  Inc. 

E.  C.  Henderson  Jr.,  Senior  Vice  President  and 

General  Manager,  Wayne  Feed  Division/ 

Continental  Grain  Co. 

James  A.  House,  Director,  Commodity 

Procurement,  Kraft  Foods,  Inc. 


DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  CITATIONS 

The  four  companies  recognized  with  the  Distinguished  Service  Citation  Thursday  afternoon  have 

a  total  of  180  years  of  support  to  agricultural  education  and  FFA.  The  organization  showed 

appreciation  for  years  of  generosity  to  DuPont  Agricultural  Products;  Kraft  Foods,  Inc.;  American 

Cyanamid  Company,  Agricultural  Division;  and  New  Holland. 

DuPont  Agricultural  Products  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  has  supported  agricultural  education  and  the 

FFA  for  45  years.  In  addition  to  its  financial  contributions  of  nearly  $500,000,  the  company  has 

provided  resource  personnel  for  the  scientific  review  of  a  variety  of  instructional  materials  for  the 

agricultural  classroom. 

Kraft  Foods,  Inc.  of  Glenview,  III.,  has  supported  the  National  FFA  Organization  for  more  than  47 

years.  Its  first  contribution  was  $5,000  in  1 946,  and  the  Kraft  family's  leadership  in  the  early  years 

of  the  National  FFA  Foundation  helped  establish  the  Foundation  as  an  important  arm  of  agricultural 

education. 

American  Cyanamid  Company,  Agricultural  Division  of  Wayne,  N.  J.,  has  a  41  -year  history  of 

support  to  agricultural  education  and  the  FFA.  Its  contributions  to  the  National  FFA  Foundation 

help  support  the  American  FFA  Degree  program  and  collegiate  scholarships. 

New  Holland  of  New  Holland,  Pa.,  has  supported  agricultural  education  and  the  FFA  for  47  years. 

The  company  has  been  a  long-time  advocate  of  the  FFA  safety  initiatives  and  has  co-sponsored 

its  safety  program  for  a  number  of  years.  New  Holland's  contributions  to  the  National  FFA 

Foundation  also  support  the  National  Young  Farmer  Education  Association. 


Representatives  from  four  companies  were  honored  with  Distinguished  Service  Citations 
on  Thursday.  Pictured  left  to  right:  YJarren  Schomberg,  Kraft  Foods,  Inc.;  Dennis 
Harding,  New  Holland;  Thomas  Humphrey,  DuPont  Agricultural  Products;  Howard 
Minigh,  American  Cyanamid  Company,  Agricultural  Division. 


Thomas  C.  Humphrey,  Director  -  North  &  South 
America,  DuPont  Agricultural  Products 
Steven  A.  Kirchner,  Vice  President,  Customer 
Marketing  Strategy,  The  Valvoline  Company 
William  A.  Lee,  Vice  President,  Office  of  Business 
Accounts,  Nationwide  Insurance  Companies 
Walter  F.  Maharay,  President,  Universal  Dairy 
Equipment  Inc. 

Jack  May,  President,  Kent  Feeds,  Inc. 
Sam  M.  McConnell,  President,  Georgia  Boot,  Inc. 
Howard  L.  Minigh,  President,  Agricultural 
Products  Division,  American  Cyanamid  Company 
Terence  M.  Mitchell,  Vice  President,  Operations, 
West  Agro,  Inc. 

Kenneth  Natzke,  Past  President,  National  FFA 
Alumni  Association 


Donald  H.  Pratt,  President,  Butler 

Manufacturing  Company 

Ted  A.  Priebe,  President,  Meyocks  &  Priebe 

Advertising,  Inc. 

Keelan  W.  Pulliam,  Business  Director,  Zeneca 

Professional  Products,  ZENECA  Ag  Products, 

Inc. 

Joe  Scarlett,  Chairman  and  Chief  Executive 

Officer,  Tractor  Supply  Company 

Karen  J.  Simon,  President  and  Chief  Executive 

Officer,  FISCO  Farm  and  Home  Stores 

James  D.  Speir,  President  and  Chief  Operating 

Officer,  IMC  Global  Inc. 

David  C.  Warren,  President,  Allflex  USA,  Inc. 
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National  FFA  Alumni 


The  1995  National  FFA  Alumni  Association  Convention  kicked  off  on  Wednes 
day  with  a  spirit  of  change  and  an  attitude  of  new  direction. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history,  the  FFA  Alumni  Convention  was  supported  by 
an  industry  sponsor,  BIOMAT,  Inc.  Patrick  J.  Rainey,  president  of  BIOMAT,  Inc., 
said  that  he  is  very  optimistic  about  its  new 
relationship  with  the  FFA  Alumni. 

"This  a  win-win  situation  for  everyone 
involved,"  Rainey  said.  "We  are  glad  to  be  on 
the  inside  of  FFA  now,  rather  than  on  the 
outside." 


AWARDS 

Stars  were  shining  brightly  during 
the  Alumni  Awards  Luncheon  Wednes- 
day in  Bartle  Hall.  Earl  H.  Cheek  of 
Perry,  Ga.,  and  David  Stille  of  Carlock, 
111.,  won  the  organization's  highest 
honor  for  Outstanding  FFA  Alumni 
Achievement.  The  two  were  selected  for 
their  exemplary  leadership  and  service 
to  agricultural  education  and  the  FFA. 

The  Milton,  Wis.,  Alumni,  280 
members  strong,  received  the  1995 
Outstanding  Affiliate  Award.  Sebring, 
Fla.,  a  93-member  affiliate,  was  runner- 
up.  A  number  of  other  alumni  affiliates 
earned  gold  awards  for  their  supportive 
efforts.  They  are  as  follows: 

GOLD 

ILLINOIS:  LeRoy 

KANSAS:  Hill  City,  Washington 

KENTUCKY:  Scott  County,  Georgetown 

NEBRASKA:  Norfolk 

NORTH  CAROLINA:  South  Rowan,  China  Grove 

WASHINGTON:  Pomeroy 

WISCONSIN:  Clinton,  Janesville 

Inductees  to  the  Blue  Blazer  Club, 
honoring  states  which  increased 
membership  by  at  least  100  members, 
were  Colorado,  Florida,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Oregon,  Texas  and  Virginia. 
Other  membership  awards  were 
presented  to  Wisconsin  for  the  state 
with  the  most  life  members  and  life 
member  affiliates;  Denmark,  Wis.,  for 
the  affiliate  with  the  most  life  members; 
Oregon  and  Colorado  for  the  states  with 
highest  membership  growth  percentage; 
Florida  for  the  state  with  the  largest 
membership  increase;  Wisconsin, 
Connecticut,  Oklahoma  and  Montana 
for  highest  percentage  of  state  FFA 
membership;  and  the  largest  affiliate 
award  was  presented  to  the  Turner 
Ashby,  Va.,  alumni  affiliate.  The  state  of 
Wisconsin  also  received  a  $300  World 
Experience  in  Agriculture  Scholarship. 


Sonny  Deke  (Center)  of  Marion,  Iowa,  was  an  anxious  bidder  during  the 
call  for  the  1996  FFA  Chevrolet  Truck  at  the  alumni  auction  on 
Wednesday.  His  perserverance  paid  off,  though  and  he  bought  the  truck 
for  a  record  $24,200. 


BUSINESS 

Throughout  the  business  sessions, 
the  theme,  "Catch  a  Rising  Star"  was 
emphasized  to  the  approximately  500 
FFA  Alumni  delegates  and  members  in 
attendance.  Ricardo  Valencia,  the  new 
executive  director  of  the  FFA  Alumni 
delivered  the  first  keynote  address  to 
the  convention.  He  expressed  the 
renewed  commitment  of  the  FFA  Alumni 
Council  to  bring  about  new  ideas  and 
benefits  to  members  nationwide. 

"There  is  no  limit  on  where  we  can 
go  and  what  we  can  do,"  Valencia  said. 
"We  want  this  organization  to  grow 
from  38,000  to  200,000  members  by  the 
year  2000." 

Some  of  the  new  member  benefits 
that  are  being  considered  include  new 
and  improved  publications,  a  National 
FFA  Alumni  cable  television  program, 
Internet  access  to  FFA  Alumni  infor- 
mation, an  800  number  to  the  FFA 
Alumni  Association  office  and  a  new 
national  spokesperson. 

"The  day  is  today.  The  person  is 
you.  The  moment  is  now.  Look  up, 
reach  out  and  catch  a  rising  star," 
Valencia  said. 

Newly  elected  officers  for  the  FFA 
Alumni  Council  include  Dr.  Ray  V. 
Herren,  Athens,  Ga.,  president; 
James  W.  Guilinger,  Rantoul,  111.,  vice 
president;  Linda  Story,  Kentucky, 


central  region  representative;  and 
Monte  Womack,  Oklahoma,  western 
region  representative.  June  "Grandma" 
Dean,  Owasso,  Okla.,  retired  as  the 
past  national  president  of  the  Council. 

AUCTION 

Going  once!  Going  twice!  Sold  to 
Sonny  Deke  from  Marion,  Iowa.  The 
1995  FFA  Chevrolet  truck  was  sold 
Wednesday  evening  in  the  Alumni 
auction  for  a  record-breaking  $24,200  in 
a  bidding  battle  that  brought  the 
spotters  to  the  tips  of  their  toes. 

Deke  said  that  he  decided  last  year  at 
the  auction  that  he  was  going  to  buy  the 
truck  in  1995.  The  Linn-Mar  FFA 
Chapter  from  Marion  served  as  his 
support  team  during  the  bidding. 

"My  daughter  was  in  this  organiza- 
tion for  six  years,"  Deke  said.  "Please 
pray  that  every  time  I  drive  this  truck,  I 
represent  the  FFA  in  the  best  way  that  I 
can."  Deke  donated  the  $1,000  bidder's 
award  to  the  Linn-Mar  FFA  Chapter. 

Other  top-selling  items  included  a 
Kawasaki  generator,  purchased  for 
$1,600  by  John  Kent  of  Madrid,  Iowa, 
and  500  gallons  of  Na-Churs  liquid 
fertilizer,  bought  for  $1,400  by  Wayne 
Amon  of  Netawaka,  Kan. 

The  FFA  Alumni  Association  raised  a 
total  of  $48,273  during  the  annual 
auction  event. 
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Courtesy  Corps 

They  were  everywhere — checking  badges  at  doors,  helping  speakers  back- 
stage, mailing  news  releases  and  handing  out  The  FFA  Times.  They  were  the 
Courtesy  Corps:  hundreds  of  members  who  volunteered  for  behind-the-scenes 
duties.  These  helpful  members  kept  the  convention  running  smoothly  from  the 
opening  gavel  to  the  last  laser  show,  and  this  page  is  their  tribute. 


Alabama:  Billingsley,  Douglas,  Hokes  Bluff, 

Marbury,  Stanhope  Elmore 

Arizona:  Chinle,  Highland,  Deer  Valley 

V-Tech  Center 

Arkansas:  Berryville 

California:  LaSierra 

Colorado:  Cortez,  Yuma,  Pueblo  County 

Connecticut:  North-Western  Regional-Winstead, 

Rockville,  Suffield,  Westhill-Stanford 

Delaware:  Caesar  Rodney,  Middletown 

Florida:  Bunnell,  Lecanto,  Tate,  Trenton, 

Williston 


Georgia:  Morgan  County 

Illinois:  Chicago  Ag  Science 

Indiana:  Indian  Creek,  Jac-Cen-Del,  North 

Harrison,  North  Newton,  Owen  Valley,  South 

Adams 

Iowa:  Anamosa,  Holland,  Missouri  Valley,  Olin, 

St.  Ansgar,  United,  Waukon,  West  Harrison 

Kansas:  Atchison  County,  Marais  des  Cygnes 

Valley,  Washington 

Kentucky:  Barren  County,  Central  Hardin, 

Fulton  County,  Heath,  Jessamine  County,  Scott 

County,  Spencer  County 


t      "* 

'*?t\:  •>.»....», 

,                * 

* 

1                 '  ■  '  ;  ' 

,    ,, 

r 

iGmx!  '^m^^^^^v^Q&^^m^ 

'.    'v 

':'-:M:::l!!  ■:-"^".. '^W^^                                                                                                    :::    ':':;:::::    ,:.    '■■■■■'     ;,,  "I  ^J  - :" . :.  ?  I' '"  -y.A '' :    <..'*$ !  '..,  A    '.,  A'Z    #:"     #          ^-  "      W 

■v     - 

J 

#©6qq 

i                    » 

■S 

Louisiana:  Albany,  Bogalusa,  Mt.  Hermon, 

Pearl  River  High 

Michigan:  Michigan  FFA  Association 

Minnesota:  Blue  Earth,  Farmington,  Kimball, 

Luverne 

Missouri:  Bloomfield,  Buffalo,  Carl  Junction, 

Couch,  Mount  Vernon,  Northwestern,  Union, 

Walnut  Grove 

Nebraska:  Leigh,  Loup  City,  Wauneta-Palisade 

Nevada:  Diamond  Mountain 

North  Carolina:  North  Stanly 

North  Dakota:  Beulah,  Granville 

Ohio:  Fairbanks,  West  Muskingum,  South 

Central 

Oklahoma:  Bethel,  Cashion,  Elk  City,  Fort 

Gibson,  Grandfield,  Guthrie,  Hardesty, 

Holdenville,  Jenks,  Medford,  Sapulpa,  Thomas, 

Weleetka 

Oregon:  Perrydale 

Pennsylvania:  Central  Columbia,  Lenape 

South  Dakota:  Alcester-Hudson,  Doland, 

Harrisburg,  McCook  Central-Salem,  Newell, 

Parker,  Rutland,  West  Central, 

Texas:  Aledo,  Banquete,  Bastrop,  Big  Sandy, 

Cayuga,  Channelview,  Crowley,  Dayton,  Falls 

City,  Glen  Rose,  Godley,  Groesbeck,  Killeen 

Ellison,  Kirbyville,  La  Vega,  Mansfield, 

McKinney,  Mexia,  Midland  Lee,  Normangee, 

Orange  Grove,  Piano  East,  Quinlan,  Riesel,  Rio 

Hondo,  Rosebud-Lott,  Sealy,  Snyder,  Texline, 

Woden 

Virginia:  Amelia,  Dinwiddie,  Fauquier,  Park 

View  Senior 

Washington:  Washington  State  FFA  Officers 

Wisconsin:  Alma  Center  Lincoln,  Argyle, 

Auburndale,  Augusta,  Chippewa  Falls, 

Glenwood  City,  Green  Bay  East,  Menomonie, 

Mondovi,  New  Glarus,  Osseo-Fairchild,  Pittsville, 

Sheboygan  Falls,  Stanley  Boyd,  Stoughton, 

Stratford,  Sun  Prairie,  Waupaca,  Weyauwega- 

Fremont 


Members  of  the  national  convention  Courtesy  Corps  are  a  vital  part  of  making  convention 
happen.  Volunteers  like  Amy  Thompson  and  David  Cope  from  the  Galena,  Mo., FT  A  Chapter 
helped  out  in  various  capacities,  including  assisting  staff  in  the  FFA  newsroom. 
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FFA  National 
Agricultural 
Career  Show 


® 


The  30th  Annual  FFA  National  Agricultural  Career  Show® 
provided  FFA  convention  attendees  with  the  opportunity  to  see 
new  technologies,  hear  about  educational  options  and  feel  the 
FFA  spirit  as  they  walked  the  length  of  Bartle  Hall. 

Exhibitors  from  285  educational  institutions,  agricultural 
organizations,  corporations  and  military  branches  were 
represented  at  the  career  show.  FFA  members,  advisors  and 
guests  could  feel,  touch,  climb  on,  taste  and  see  the  latest  that 
industry  had  to  offer.  The  career  show  experience  was  bigger 
and  better  than  ever,  and  all  who  attended  appreciated  the 
difference. 

FFA  Talent  participants  entertained  the  crowds,  and  the 
smell  of  good  things  to  eat  drifted  through  the  hall  from  the 
FFA  Food  Court.  A  large  variety  of  FFA  memorabilia  and 
miscellaneous  gifts  were  available  in  the  FFA  Shopping  Mall. 
Television  monitors  were  also  set  up  so  Career  Show  visitors 
could  see  the  main  stage  events  as  they  occurred. 


HALL  OF  STATES  EXHIBITORS 

Alaska  Association 
Arkansas  Association 
Connecticut  Association 
Delaware  Association 
Hawaii  Association 
Idaho  Association 
Illinois  Association 
Indiana  Association 
Iowa  Association 
Kentucky  Association 
Louisiana  Association 
Maryland  Association 
Massachusetts  Association 
Michigan  Association 
Mississippi  Association 
Missouri  Association 
Nebraska  Association 
New  York  Association 
Pennsylvania  Association 
Puerto  Rico  Association 
South  Dakota  Association 
Texas  Association 
Utah  Association 
Virginia  Association 
Washington  Association 
Wisconsin  Association 
Wyoming  Association 


Larry  Wright,  past  Washington  Leadership  Conference  national  director,  provided  computer  assistance  to  thousands  of  FFA  members, 
advisors  and  convention  guests  as  they  visited  the  National  FFA's  Student  Services  Booth  at  the  career  show. 
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Career  Show  Exhibitors 


Accelerated  Genetics 
Aero  Printing  and  Publishing 
AGCO 

Agri-Entrepreneurship  Finalists 
Alabama  A&M  University 
Alexandria  Technical  College 
Alpha  Gamma  Rho  Fraternity 
American  Academy  of  Family 

Physicians 
American  Angus  Association 
American  Blonde  d'Aquitaine 

Association 
American  Breeders  Service 
American  Cyanamid  Company 
American  Energy  Crop  Association 
American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
American  Fisheries  Society 
American  Gelbvieh  Association 
American  Hereford  Association 
American  International  Charolais 

Association 
American  Maine-Anjou  Association 
American  Morgan  Horse  Institute,  Inc. 
American  National  Cattlewomen,  Inc. 
American  Paint  Horse  Association 
American  Phytopathological  Society 
American  Pinzgauer  Association 
American  Quarter  Horse  Association 
American  Salers  Association 
American  Sheep  Industry  Association 
American  Shorthorn  Association 
American  Simmental  Association 
American  Small  Farm  Magazine 
American  Tarentaise 
American  Veterinary  Medical 

Association 
Animal  Industry  Foundation 
Aquacenter,  Inc. 
Aquatic  Eco  Systems 
Auburn  University 
Babson  Bros.  CoVSURGE 
Ball  Publishing 

Bayer  Corporation,  Agricultural  Division 
Beefmaster  Breeders  Universal 
Bel-Rea  Institute 
BIOMAT  Inc. 
Birchwood  Genetics,  Inc. 
Breaking  New  Ground  Resource  Center 
Briggs  &  Stratton  Corp. 
Buck  Knives,  Inc. 

California  State  University— Fresno 
Callery  -  Judge  Grove 
Carlisle  Cereal  Company 
Carolina  Biological  Supply  Company 
CARQUEST  Auto  Parts 
Case  IH 

CENEX/Land  Olakes 
Cherrydale  Farms 
CHEVY  TRUCKS 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade 
Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange 
Clemson  University 
Colorado  State  University 
Community  Blood  Center  of  Greater 

Kansas  City 
Community  Calendars 
Cornell  University 
Creative  Educational  Video,  Inc. 
Crop  Growers  Software,  Inc. 
Crosby  Donkey  Ball,  Inc.,  Buckeye 

Donkey  Ball  Inc. 
Crosman  Airguns 

Cut-Heal  Animal  Care  Products,  Inc. 
CVA— Black  Powder  Guns 
Delaware  State  University 


Delaware  Valley  College 
Delmar  Publishers,  Inc. 
DeWALT  High  Performance 

Industrial  Tools 
Diversey  Corp. 

Dodge  Trucks— Chrysler  Corporation 
Dole  Citrus 
DowBrands 
DowElanco 
Drink  'em  Kold,  Inc. 
DTN  (Data  Transmission  Network) 
Educational  Travel  Consultants 
Equipment  Manufacturers  Institute 
Ertl  Co.,  Inc.,  The 
Facilitating  Coordination  in  Agricultural 

Education  FCAE 
Farm  Works  Software 
Farmhouse  Fraternity 
Farmland  Industries 
Fastline  Publications 
Fermenta  Animal  Health  Company 
FFA— Agriscience  Student  Award 

Program 
FFA— Student  Programs 
FFA— Teacher  Programs 
Firestone  Agricultural  Tire  Division 
Florida  Department  of  Citrus 
Ford  Division— Ford  Motor  Company 
Genesis  School 
Georgia  Boot,  Inc. 
Global  Outreach,  Inc. 
Hardies  Honey  Farm 
Hawkeye  Community  College 
Homestead  Rodeo  School 
Human-i-Tees 

Humane  Society  of  the  United  States 
Hummert  International 
Illinois  Easter  Seals 
Institute  of  Food  Technologists 
Instructional  Materials  Lab— University 

of  Missouri 
Instructional  Materials  Service— Texas 

A&M  University 
International  Agriculture  Exchange 
International  Arabian  Horse  Association 
International  Boar  Semen 
International  Brangus  Breeders 

Association 
Interstate  Publishers,  Inc. 
Iowa  FFA  Foundation,  Inc. 
Iowa  State  University 
Iowa  Western  Livestock  Judging 

Contest 
J.  R.  Simplot  Company 
Jeffers  Vet  Supply 
John  Deere 
John  Deere  Credit 
John  Deere  Publishing 
Johnson  &  Wales  University 
Kansas  Biofuels  Project 
Kansas  State  University 
Kawasaki  Motors  Corp.,  USA 
Keeton  Industries 
Kropf  Fruit  Company/Christian  Kropf 

Gift  Fruits 
L.  C.  Produce  Fund  Raising,  Inc. 
Lincoln  Electric  Company,  The 
Livestock  Conservation  Institute 
Long  Gun  Safety  Holster 
Louisiana  State  University 
Lubbock  Christian  University 
Makita  U.S.A.  Inc. 
Mallinckrodt  Veterinary  Inc. 
Michigan  State  University 
Mid-America  Dairymen,  Inc. 


MidAmerica  Nazarene  College 
Middle  Tennessee  State  University 
Mississippi  State  University 
Missouri  Department  of  Conservation 
Missouri  Valley  College 
Modesto  Junior  College 
Monsanto-Crop  Protection  Business 
MoorMan's  Inc. 
NAPA  Auto  Parts 
Nashville  Auto-Diesel  College 
National  Agri-Marketing  Association 
National  Agricultural  Aviation 

Association 
National  Arbor  Day  Foundation,  The 
National  Bison  Association 
National  Corn  Growers  Association 
National  Council  for  Agricultural 

Education 
National  Council  of  Farmer 

Cooperatives 
National  FFA  Alumni  Association 
National  Futures  Association 
National  Grain  and  Feed  Association 
National  High  School  Rodeo 

Association 
National  Little  Britches  Rodeo 

Association 
National  Pork  Producers  Council 
National  Postsecondary  Agricultural 

Student  Organization 
National  Rifle  Association  of  America 
National  Vocational  Agricultural 

Teachers'  Association,  Inc  (NVATA) 
National  Young  Farmer  Educational 

Association 
National  Youth  Cutting  Horse 

Association 
New  Mexico  State  University 
North  American  Corriente  Association 
North  American  Elk  Breeders 

Association 
North  American  Limousin  Foundation 
North  American  Salt  Co. 
North  Carolina  State  University 
North  Central  Kansas  Area  Vocational 

Technical  School 
Northwest  Missouri  State  University 
Northwestern  College 
Northwestern  Ohio  Tractor  Pullers 
Ohio  Agricultural  Education  Curriculum 

Materials  Service 
Ohio  State  University 
Oklahoma  Curriculum  &  Instructional 

Materials  Center 
Oklahoma  State  University 
Oregon  State  University 
Partners  for  a  Safer  Community 
Peace  Corps 

Pennsylvania  State  University 
Pioneer  Hi-Bred  International,  Inc. 
Professional  Farmers  of  America 
Purdue  University 
Purebred  Dairy  Cattle  Association 
Purina  Mills,  Inc. 
Remington  Arms  Company,  Inc. 
Rhone-Poulenc  Ag  Company 
SandozAgro,  Inc. 
Santa  Fe  Pacific  Foundation 
Schrade  Cutlery 
Seald-Sweet  Growers,  Inc. 
Seward  County  Community  College 
Sigma  Alpha  Sorority 
Silver  State  International  Rodeo,  Inc. 
Simmon's  Outdoor  Corp. 
Society  for  Range  Management 


Society  of  American  Florists 
Society  of  American  Foresters 
Society  of  Wood  Science  and 

Technology 
South  Putnam,  Indiana,  FFA 

Aquaculture 
Southeast  Community  College- 
Beatrice 
Southeast  Community  College— Milford 
Southern  Illinois  University  at 

Carbondale 
Stone  Manufacturing  &  Supply 

Company 
Stuppy  Greenhouse  Manufacturing 

Company 
Sunkist  Growers,  Inc. 
Swine  Genetics  International,  Ltd. 
Teaching  Agricultural  Safety  to  Kids  - 

University  of  Missouri 
Texas  A&M  University 
Thompson's  Pet  Pasta  Products,  Inc. 
Tulsa  Welding  School 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
United  States  Marine  Corps 
Universal  Technical  Institute 
University  of  Arizona 
University  of  California  -  Davis 
University  of  Florida 
University  of  Georgia 
University  of  Illinois 
University  of  Kentucky 
University  of  Maryland,  Institute  of 

Applied  Agriculture 
University  of  Minnesota— Crookston 
University  of  Minnesota— St.  Paul 
University  of  Missouri— Columbia 
University  of  Nebraska— Lincoln 
University  of  Puerto  Rico— Mayaguez 

Campus 
University  of  Wisconsin— Madison 
University  of  Wisconsin— Platteville 
University  of  Wisconsin— River  Falls 
University  of  Wyoming 
US  Air  Force  Recruiting  Service 
US  Army  Recruiting  Command 
US  Coast  Guard  Recruiting 
U.S.  Custom  Harvesters,  Inc. 
US  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service,  Squaw 

Creek  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
US  Navy  Recruiting  Command 
USDA  Agricultural  Research  Service 
USDA- APHIS 
USDA  -  Consolidated  Farm  Service 

Agency 
USDA  Cooperative  Services 
USDA  Cooperative  State  Research, 

Education  and  Extension  Service 
USDA  Economic  Research  Service 
USDA  Foreign  Agriculture  Service 
USDA  Natural  Resources  Conservation 

Service 
V-Tecs/Curriculum  Publications 

Clearinghouse 
Virginia  Tech,  College  of  Agriculture  & 

Agricultural  Education 
Vocational  Marketing  Services 
Waterline 
Winchester  Ammunition,  Olin/ 

Winchester 
WIX  Filtration  Products  Division  of  Dana 

Corporation 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union 
Wyoming  Technical  Institute 
Zebco 
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Business 


Before  the  first  official  gavel  fell,  convention  delegates  from  every  state  association  met  in  committees 
to  plan,  develop  and  recommend  changes  and  new  ideas  to  improve  the  national  organization. 


As  delegates  to  the  68th  National 
FFA  Convention,  469  FFA  members 
found  themselves  privileged  with  the 
opportunity  of  a  lifetime:  to  change  the 
future  of  their  organization. 

Divided  into  13  committees,  the 
delegates  brainstormed  new  ideas  for 
FFA  policies  and  programs.  They 
submitted  their  recommendations  to 
the  entire  delegate  body  for  delibera- 
tion before  sending  them  on  to  the 
National  FFA  Board  of  Directors  for 
consideration.  In  addition,  delegates 
voted  on  important  changes  to  the 
national  constitution  and  bylaws. 

Voices  resonated  through  the 
cavernous  main  arena  Wednesday 
morning  as  the  emphatic  delegates 
considered  the  committees'  recommen- 
dations. The  session  began  with  the 
usual  roll  call  and  approval  of  the 
previous  convention's  minutes. 
K.  Eugene  Eulinger,  the  new  national 
treasurer,  delivered  his  first  convention 
treasurer's  report  to  the  delegates. 

Emotions  ran  high  during  the 
morning  session's  discussion  of  the 
Leadership  and  Personal  Development 
Committee's  report.  The  committee 
suggested  the  FFA  consider  holding  the 


Washington  Leadership  Conference  on 
the  West  Coast  to  provide  cost  savings 
for  those  FFA  members.  The  recom- 
mendation was  withdrawn  following 
objections  to  moving  the  conference 
from  its  traditional  location.  More 
debate  followed  with  the  committee's 
recommendation  to  create  separate 
Made  For  Excellence  conferences  for 
greenhands  and  upperclass  members 
to  better  meet  each  grade  level's  needs. 
This  recommendation  was  also 
defeated.  However,  delegates  did  back 
the  committee's  endorsement  of 
creating  an  FFA  commercial  to  air  on 
national  television  during  National 
FFA  Week. 

Many  committees  came  forth  with 
ideas  to  put  FFA  on  the  information 
superhighway.  The  Chapter  Activities 
Committee  proposed  providing  e-mail 
access  to  members.  The  Communica- 
tions and  Public  Relations  Committee 
suggested  an  FFA  "home  page"  on  the 
Internet.  That  committee  also  advo- 
cated minting  a  stamp  for  the  75th 
anniversary  of  FFA. 

The  Membership  Recruitment  and 
Participation  Committee  recom- 
mended the  development  of  a  motiva- 


tional conference  for  advisors 
similar  to  the  Made  For  Excellence 
student  program.  Other  sugges- 
tions by  the  committee  included 
creating  a  national  membership 
card  with  a  magnetic  strip  for  use 
in  registration  and  tracking 
membership  trends,  and  expanding 
Partners  in  Active  Learning 
Support  (PALS)  to  incorporate 
junior  high  school  students  as  a 
means  of  recruitment. 

Delegates  endorsed  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Partner  Development 
Committee,  including  cooperation 
with  corporate  sponsors  to  create 
internships  for  FFA  members. 
Delegates  also  approved  a  proposal 
by  the  FFA  Publications  Committee 
to  change  the  printing  schedule  for 
the  Official  FFA  Manual  to  January 
of  each  year  to  reflect  changes 
made  during  the  previous  conven- 
tion. 

At  the  afternoon  business 
session  in  Bartle  Hall,  the  delegates 
debated  and  voted  on  six  amendments  to 
the  National  FFA  Constitution  and 
Bylaws.  Delegates  voted  to  increase 
National  FFA  Organization  dues  to  $5 
per  year.  They  voted  down  a  proposed 
increase  in  the  amount  of  productively 
invested  dollars  and  hours  necessary  to 
earn  the  American  FFA  Degree,  from 
$7,500  to  $10,000. 

The  delegation  approved  a  change  to 
the  requirements  for  the  Greenhand  FFA 
Degree.  To  be  eligible  for  the  degree, 
members  must  now  learn  and  explain  the 
FFA  Creed,  Motto,  Salute  and  Mission 
Statement.  However,  members  may  no 
longer  need  to  know  the  FFA  Code  of 
Ethics  and  proper  use  of  the  FFA  jacket. 

The  topic  of  regional  realignment  that 
has  been  a  part  of  the  last  several 
national  convention  business  sessions 
resurfaced  again  this  year.  The  delegates 
voted  102-352  against  approving  a 
proposal  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
rearrange  the  regions  of  the  participating 
states  and  territories. 

Complete  details  about  delegate 
business  and  other  committee  recommen- 
dations are  described  in  the  committee 
reports  beginning  on  page  56. 
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Official  Delegates 


ALABAMA:  Tracey  Alexander,  J.  U.  Blackshur; 
Lee  Barrentine,  W.  S.  Blackshur;  Domeco  Bell, 
McAdory;  Chad  Chaney,  Sylanvia;  Dennis 
Fuqua,  W.S.  Neal;  Casey  Hatcher,  Hartford; 
Rachel  Hawes,  Woodland;  Ryan  Hawkins,  W.S. 
Neal;  Josh  Henderson,  Coffee  Springs;  Kerri 
Holiday,  West  End;  Sarah  Johnson,  Red  Bay; 
Shay  Jones,  Billingsley;  Michael  Manning, 
Billingsley;  Stephanie  McCoy,  Louisville;  Amber 
Miller,  Louisville;  Carla  Moore,  Billingsley;  T.  J. 
Odom,  Citronelle  "Blue";  Courtney  Shaw, 
Marbury;  Jason  Stone,  Kate  Duncan;  Angie 
Taylor,  Gardendale;  Bryce  Ulrich,  Jacksonville; 
Whitney  Wood,  Wetumpka 
ALASKA:  Brandy  Goss,  Palmer;  Jason  Miller; 
Alaska  Association 

ARIZONA:  Candis  Michelle  Biship,  Chandler; 
Tobe  Haught,  Young;  Kim  Kerr,  Buckeye;  Lance 
White,  Highland;  Josh  Williams,  Casa  Grande 
ARKANSAS:  Angie  Block,  Weiner;  Mary  Bowlin, 
Mountainburg;  Macy  Braswell,  Mount  Holly; 
Jenni  Cook,  Taylor;  Travis  Hester,  Prairie-Grove; 
Brandon  Martin,  Greene  Co.  Tech.;  Katie 
McKinnon,  Gurdon;  Frank  Mosley,  Greenbrier; 
Shellie  Pippinger,  Nettleton;  Tabitha  Roberts, 
Humphrey;  Sarah  Taylor,  Farmington;  Joe  Bob 
Washburn,  Pocahontas;  Lance  Wright,  Quitman 
CALIFORNIA:  Johnna  Baffa,  Gait;  Joseph  Ryan 
Bertao,  Tulare  Western;  Robert  Bill,  Biggs; 
Amber  Butler,  Biggs;  Herbert  Cooley,  Yuba  City; 
Cara  Marie  Crye,  Morro  Bay;  Amy  DeRose, 
Atascadero;  Kristofer  Diaz,  Fresno  Central;  Will 
Edwards,  Hollister;  Kris  Elliott,  Linden;  Kelly  Ann 
Van  Foeken,  Hilmar;  Nick  Garcia,  Gait;  Julie 
Grant,  Trinity;  Kara  Green,  Woodland;  Ryan 
Grenier,  Sonoma;  Nancy  Gutierrez,  Kingsburg; 
Ronda  Hamm,  Fresno-Central;  Kelly  Katen, 
Hamilton  City;  Kevin  Kunkel,  Hamilton  City; 
Michelle  Undo,  Gustine;  Brian  Lohse,  Willows; 
Jennifer  Luiz,  Elk  Grove;  Talia  Maita,  Elk  Grove; 
Josiah  Mayfield,  Visalia-Gldn.  West;  John 
Moffatt,  Lake  Isabella;  Erin  Nelson,  Crescent 
City-Del  Norte;  Shayleen  O'Connell,  Colusa; 
Drew  Porter,  Tomalas;  Robin  Rainwater, 
Woodland;  Melissa  Dawn  Ramsey,  Hemet; 
Kristin  Regal,  Fallbrook;  Elizabeth  Ritter,  Visalia- 
Gldn.  West;  Ryan  Schohr,  Gridley;  Scott  Stoller, 
Altaville-Bret  Barte;  Lisa  Swanson,  Jurupa 
Valley;  Callie  Walker,  Red  Bluff;  Kelly  Ann 
Warner,  Ramona;  John  Wiser,  Biggs;  Brian 
Woolery,  Hamilton  City 
COLORADO:  Rachel  Fehringer,  Peetz;  Jarod 
Holdren,  Wiggins;  Jamie  Jo  Mekelburg,  Yuma; 
Kelcey  Powell,  Yuma;  Troy  Schneider,  Liberty; 
Trina  Short,  Seibert 

CONNECTICUT:  Calvin  Brodersen,  Storrs; 
Michael  Winne,  Woodbury 


DELAWARE:  Fawn  Hollembeak,  Glasgow; 
Keith  Johnson,  Indian  River;  Tera  Pase,  Lake 
Forest 

FLORIDA:  Ha  Allen,  Suwannee;  Chris  Brown, 
Kathleen;  Jeremy  Burris,  Plant  City;  Robbie 
Cason,  Lake  Butler;  Alison  Chastain,  West 
Orange  Sr.;  Sarah  Dasher,  Branford;  Jolie 
Gillis,  Ponce  De  Leon;  Maggie  Goddin,  Taylor 
Sr.;  Dustin  Jones,  Trenton  Sr.;  Clint  McWaters, 
Okeechobee;  Mandy  Moss,  South  Lake;  Rocky 
Russell,  Malone;  James  Smith,  Moore  Haven 
GEORGIA:  Amy  Bertrang,  Banks  County;  Chad 
Crews,  Brantley;  Toby  Foster,  Adairsville; 
Megan  Howard,  Morgan  County;  Phillip 
Johnson,  Cherokee  County;  Clay  Lamb,  Tift 
County;  Barrin  McFarlin,  Franklin  County;  Terry 
Morgan,  Berrien  County;  Steven  Robertson, 
Newton  County;  Hillary  Smith,  Perry;  Jerry 
Stone  Jr.,  Colquitt;  James  Tate  Jr.,  Jeff  Davis 
HAWAII:  David  Sakurai,  Leilehua;  Kenneth 
Victor,  Konawaena 

IDAHO:  Adrian  Celaya-Miller,  Gooding;  Shelly 
Lewis,  Filer;  Molly  Mogensen,  Meridian;  Ryan 
Naylor,  West  Side;  Beau  Schweitzer,  Parma 


ILLINOIS:  James  Anderson,  Chicago  Ag 
Science;  Lynn  Boughton,  Indian  Creek;  Bill 
Crone,  Jerseyville;  Dawn  Dietz,  Sycamore; 
Melissa  Dry,  Roanoke/Benson;  Tina  Hall,  Indian 
Creek;  Eric  Johnson,  Knoxville;  Hunt  Lacey, 
Nokomis;  Amy  Matthews,  Lincolnwood;  Rusty 
Melhouse,  Canton;  Anthony  Oesch,  West 
Richland;  Kreg  Ruhl,  Galva;  Lindi  Stremsterfer, 
A-C  Central 

INDIANA:  Abby  Dougherty,  Whiteland;  Natalie 
Gray,  Switzerland  County;  Alicia  Hill, 
Brownstown  Central;  Joe  Kelsay,  Whiteland; 
Laura  Longyear,  East  Noble;  Philip  McCutchan, 
Mount  Vernon;  Elisha  Priebe,  Trafalgar;  Anna 
Rekeweg,  Woodland;  Jason  Spriggs,  Owen 
Valley 

IOWA:  Lisa  Ahrens,  Osage;  Grant  Belden, 
Moravia;  Renee  Fosselman,  Stuart;  Andrea 
Franzeen,  Guthrie  Valley;  Paul  Hansen,  Red 
Oak;  Erik  Heggen,  Prairie  Valley;  Tonia  Hesse, 
Wapsie  Valley;  Chris  Krapfl,  Cascade;  Aimee 
Lee,  West  Lyon;  Sha  Petersen,  Northeast;  Brad 
Steele,  Montezuma 

(Continued  on  page  54) 


Texas  delegates  Cecilia  Hernandez  (left)  and  Jayla  Coston  enjoyed  a  friendly  conversation 
during  Wednesday's  business  session. 
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Official  Delegates 


(Continued  from  page  53) 


Fun  is  always  a  part  of  the  national  convention,  even  for  hardworking  delegates  like  these  enthusiastic  Virginians.  Pictured  left  to 
right  are  Rob  Balderson,  Jeff  Kerr,  Dana  Fisher,  Mandy  Beckman  and  Heidi  Martin. 


KANSAS:  Gabe  Eckert,  Atchison  County;  Ryan 
Hiesterman,  Washington;  Jason  Lacey,  Marais 
des  Cygnes;  Brad  Montgmery,  Sheylin;  Liz 
Neufeld,  Inman;  Daniel  Schmidt,  Sott  City 
KENTUCKY:  Christine  Alley,  East  Carter;  Billy 
Carter,  Knox  Central;  Wesley  Chancellor, 
Daviees  County;  Amber  Fogle,  Lone  Oak;  Gary 
Hale,  Menifee  County;  Farrah  Harned,  LaRue 
County;  Jarrod  Jackson,  Caldwell  County;  Mike 
Miller,  Russell  County;  Amanda  Ramer,  Central 
Hardin;  Clay  Sullivan,  Pendleton  County;  Stacy 
Vincent,  Edmonson  County;  Christopher  Yandell, 
Caldwell  County;  Brian  York,  Boyle  County 
LOUISIANA:  Chase  Bartlett,  Calvin;  Kristie 
Braud,  East  Ascension;  Ralph  Delatte,  East 
Ascension;  Robert  Moore,  Ringgold;  Aimee 
Myers,  Jennings;  Kristie  Pellerin,  Rayne; 
Aaron  Pool,  Grand  Lake;  Amanda  Roberts, 
Lakeview;  Bruce  Rodriquez,  Oberlin;  Katie 
Sandel,  Florein;  Rebecca  Summers,  Rayville; 
Julie  Anne  Summers,  Rayville 
MAINE:  Joshua  Tweedie,  Mars  Hill;  Nicki 
Umphrey,  Washburn 

MARYLAND:  Laah  Broadwater,  Oakland;  Derrek 
Hopkins,  North  Hartford;  Rebecca  Williams, 
Smithsburg 

MASSACHUSETTS:  Leslie  Brown,  Bristol; 
Jaimie  Coelho,  Bristol;  Jason  Greely,  Essex 
MICHIGAN:  Brad  Cesal,  New  Lothrop;  Shannon 
Sue  Fisher,  St.  Louis;  Julie  Gleason,  Gladwin; 
Carrie  Griffith,  Sand  Creek;  Brad  Hinton, 


Fremont;  Jenny  Lindemann,  BACC 
MINNESOTA:  Lori  Bronk,  Winona;  Matt  Eichler, 
Folley;  Laura  Heiden,  Rushford  Peterson;  Mark 
Jirik,  Mahnomen;  Laura  Klein,  Kimball; 
Nicole  Knutson,  Glennville;  Rachel  Kuehn,  Twin 
Valley;   Lance  Miller,  Pipestone  Jasper; 
Arianne  Oudekerk,  Waseca;  Josh  Tjosaas,  Long 
Prairie;  Stephanie  Yonker,  Jackson 
MISSISSIPPI:  Christy  Berry,  Vicksburg/Warren; 
Paula  Brown,  Nettleton;  Danny  Johnson, 
Carthage;  Kevin  Martin,  Purvis;  Kim  Mayo, 
Neshoba  Central;  Derrick  Simmons,  South 
Panola;  Clayton  Speed,  Seminary 
MISSOURI:  Kellie  Bray,  Cameron;  Andy  Burns, 
Marshall;  Willie  Harlow,  Marshall;  David 
Hilgenberg,  Carl  Junction;  Jody  Hubner, 
Mountain  Grove;  Leslie  Jett,  Alton;  Melanie 
Martin,  Naylor;  P.  Jeremy  Mosley,  Philan;  Susie. 
Picou,  Fredericktown;  Andrew  Popplewell, 
Maysville;  John  Ridder,  Washington;  Steven 
Rogers,  Princeton;  Jay  Shepard,  Aurora;  Tammy 
Slack,  Holden;  Melanie  Thomas,  Chillicothe; 
Mark  Wilhurn,  Vandalia 

MONTANA:  Joe  Dooling,  Beaverhead;  Lyndsey 
Kay  Fosbery,  Flathead;  Jami  Hammond,  Huntley 
Project;  Jason  Noyes,  Park 
NEBRASKA:  Jedediah  Christensen,  Lakeview; 
Christy  Davis,  Chappell;  Jason  Harb,  Grand 
Island  Northwest;  Heidi  Hasselbalch,  Genoa; 
Laurie  Jacobs,  Raymond  Central;  Brent  Kramer, 
Sutton;  Kevin  Sagehom,  Logan  View 


NEVADA:  Enoch  Dahl,  White  River;  Sharlyn  Lytle, 
Pahranagot  Valley;  Salli  Sarman,  Silver  Sage 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  Kimberley  Hannum, 
Pinkerton;  Brett  Mongeon,  Coe-Brown;  Narci 
Seifert,  Winnisquam;  David  Wilson,  Pembroke 
NEW  JERSEY:  Tammie  Kenney,  Hunterdon 
Central;  Christine  Patten,  Woodstown;  Bill  Taylor, 
Cumberland 

NEW  MEXICO:  Rick  Bagley,  Corona;  Avery 
Culbertson,  Las  Cruces;  Stacy  Graham,  Des 
Moines;  Eva  Madrid,  Hatch;  Devlun  Warren, 
Kirtland 

NEW  YORK:  Rachel  Anderson,  Greenville;  John 
Andrews,  Madison;  Bethany  Beckerink,  Clymer; 
Heather  Drape,  Madison;  Terri  Kennedy, 
Schoharie 

NORTH  CAROLINA:  Brad  Bowman,  South 
Caldwell;  Cori  Bunn,  C.B.  Aycock;  J.  D.  Chambers, 
Southern  Guilford;  Eric  Deal,  South  Rowan;  James 
Harding,  Midway;  Jeremy  Johnson,  Polk  County; 
Chris  Mann,  South  Caldwell;  Sara  McCann,  North 
Iredell;  Robbie  Minnich,  Chase;  Amy  Richardson, 
Riverside;  Nicholas  Salter,  East  Carteret;  Julie 
Walls,  Rosewood;  Daniel  Wells,  C.  A.  Erwin 
NORTH  DAKOTA:  Jed  DeWitz,  Tappen;  Erica 
Disrud,  Rolla;  April  Hanson,  Velva;  Jim 
MacDonald;  North  Dakota  Association;  Cami 
Marshall,  Towner;  Ryan  Pederson,  North  Dakota 
Association;  Ronda  Schmidt,  Center 
OHIO:  Aaron  Bates,  Pymatuning  Valley;  Holly 
Bentley,  East  Clinton;  Michael  Boehm,  Hardin 
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Northern;  Jillian  Boyer,  Ashland;  Emily  Buxton, 
Riverview;  Kim  Enderle,  Hillsdale;  Bryan 
Gortner,  N.W.  Wayne;  Jeni  Horn,  Ridgedale; 
Carmen  Kaeding,  Misissinawa  Valley;  Eric 
Kaufman,  Hillsdale;  Janice  Poorman,  Sheridan; 
Amy  Poth,  Liberty  Union;  Mark  Ryan,  Anthony 
Wayne;  Alison  Sexton,  Miami  Trace;  Curtis 
Tuggle,  Cardington;  Mick  Weber,  Pettisville; 
Dwayne  Yoder,  West  Holmes 
OKLAHOMA:  Misty  Ambrose,  Lone  Wolf;  John 
Ashley,  Bokoshe;  Brendon  Atkinson, 
Sweetwater;  Amy  Baggett,  Talihina;  Dusty 
Briscoe,  Hinton;  Julie  Cox,  Mooreland;  Robyn 
Foreman,  Locust  Grove;  Jennifer  Hill,  Kingfisher; 
Jarrett  Hughes,  Rock  Creek;  Stanton  Ingram, 
Caney  Valley;  Ben  Lastly,  Freedom;  Melissa 
Miller,  Owassa;  Beau  Mitchell,  Ripley;  Quincy 
Morris,  Ripley;  Michael  Moss,  Collinsville;  Amy 
Jill  Redgate,  Waynoka;  John  Sharber,  Sapulpa; 
Troy  Walker,  Panola;  J.  T.  Walker,  Newcastle; 
Amberly  Williams,  Cushing;  Jeremy  Zweiacker, 
Pawnee 

OREGON:  Scott  Cruikshank,  Crook  County;  Lisa 
Owings,  Canby;  Megan  Lee  Price,  Adrian;  Gary 
Richards,  Madras;  Raymon  Smith,  Bonanza 
PENNSYLVANIA:  Tonya  Anthony,  Marion 
Center;  Heather  Benner,  Greenwood;  Lloyd  Bier, 
Big  Spring;  Margi  Erway,  Spud  Growers; 
Jennifer  Grimes,  Tulpehocken;  Mark  Heeter, 
Central;  Darla  Herr,  Little  Dutchmen;  Shannon 
Horst,  Garden  Spot;  Joshua  Troxell,  Garden 
Spot 

PUERTO  RICO:  Talia  Lopez,  Trina  Padilla;  Juan 
Maury,  Judith  Avivas;  Janitza  Saavedra, 
Domingrito;  Juan  Toro,  Manuel  Mendez 
RHODE  ISLAND:  Mike  Foster,  Chariho;  Sandie 
Mumford,  Chariho 

SOUTH  CAROLINA:  Elizabeth  Burdette, 
Hemingway;  Shane  Elrod,  Belton-Honea  Path; 
Scott  Grantt,  Pelion;  Willie  Hayes,  Marion; 
Chanda  Helms,  McBee;  Angela  Rauch, 
Lexington 

SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Suzie  Lutter,  Wessington 
Springs;  Dusty  Oedekoven,  Sturgis;  Carrie  Jo 
Solum,  Florence;  Janelle  Stuwe,  Hoven;  Craig 
Winquist,  Alcester-Hudson 
TENNESSEE:  Brian  Bechtel,  Bradley  ;  Mandy 
Benderman,  Mt.  Pleasant;  Matt  Fennel,  Obion 
County  Central;  Jill  Hazelwood,  South  Fulton; 
Robert  Meadows,  Hermitage  Springs;  Ben 
Moore,  Dresden;  Dawn  Mosley,  Eagleville; 
Katherine  Page,  Dyer  County;  Mitzi  Ricketts,  Mt. 
Juliette;  Mac  Rogers,  Lincoln  County;  Blake 
Rymer,  Polk;  Tina  Wood,  Lexington 
TEXAS:  Brandye  Bertrand,  Panhandle;  Amber 
Brady,  Clyde;  Jana  Campbell,  Henrietta;  Natalie 
Cobb,  Frisco;  Jayla  Coston,  Chisum;  Jennifer 
Daniels,  Van;  Rachel  Dawley,  Mexia;  Dustin 
Dean,  Jacksboro;  Kary  Durham,  New  Home; 
Andy  Gardner,  Lufkin;  Celina  Garza,  Mission; 
Kyle  Gilbert,  Barbers  Hill;  Alice  Gonzalez,  East 
Central;  Billy  Jack  Griesenbeck,  Bastrop; 
Amanda  Grimshaw,  Coronado  el  Paso; 
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Virgin  Islands  State  President  Keith  Garcia  took  a  break  during  the  delegate 
business  session  to  check  out  the  action  behind  him.  The  hot  topic  discussed  in  the 
session  dealt  with  increasing  the  cost  ofFFA  membership. 


Tara  Hagendorf,  Columbus;  Frank  Heifrin, 
Scurry  Rosser;  Cecilia  Hernandez,  Latexo; 
Melissa  Jadlowski,  Bryan;  Dana  Johnson, 
Westwood;  Sara  Kocurek,  Tuoso  Midway; 
Megan  Leggio,  Pearland;  Cori  Lowe,  Gruver; 
Matt  Martin,  Livingston;  Cody  Matkin,  Mt. 
Pleasant;  Chad  Maynard,  Eastland;  Adam 
Mitchell,  Winnsboro;  Monica  Mueck,  Navarro; 
Salem  Mugrage,  Rosebud-Lott;  Cody  Nash, 
Tolar;  Tommy  Neyland,  Centerville;  Johnna 
Oman,  Stamford;  Ana  Palousek,  Raymondville; 
Andrea  Peek,  Belluvue;  Sarah  Peers,  Krum; 
Carrie  Perkins,  Colardo  City;  Mack  Phifer, 
Riesel;  Krisse  Pigg,  Valley;  Trace  Roller,  Klein 
Forest;  Corey  Rosenbusch,  Glen  Rose; 
Johnathan  Sandel,  Cypress  Creek;  Shana 
Schaffner,  Lubbock  Cooper;  Corrie  Siebman, 
Bowie;  Clint  Smith,  Leander;  Melissa  Snell, 
Sands;  Tamra  Sommerfeld,  Hamilton;  Brad 
Thacker,  Patton  Springs;  Dannell  Thomas, 
Cypress  Creek;  Beth  Tymrak,  Banquete;  Joni 
Vasbinder,  John  Marshall;  Josh  Weston,  Azle; 
Ryan  Winkle,  Howe;  Amanda  Woodrum, 
Fruitevale;  John  Wyatt,  Tilden 
UTAH:  Nicole  Chlarson,  Box  Elder;  Mistie 
Johansen,  Emery;  Bonnie  Johnson,  North 
Sevier;  Krissy  Johnson,  South  Sevier;  Alanna 
Patterson,  Clearfield 

VERMONT:  Wayne  Carpenter,  Enosburg; 
Marcellus  Cubit,  Lake  Region 
VIRGIN  ISLANDS:  Keith  Garcia,  VIFFA 
Association;  Gary  Greer,  VIFFA  Association 


VIRGINIA:  Rob  Balderson,  Essex;  Mendy 
Beckman,  Turner  Ashby;  Tara  Cupp,  Turner 
Ashby;  Dana  Fisher,  Central;  Scott  Gunnell, 
Tunstall;  Jason  Hawks,  Dinwiddie;  Jeff  Kerr, 
Treasurer;  Heidi  Martin,  Caroline;  Holly  Mills, 
Chatham;  Ray  Rorrer,  Pulaski;  Trey  Sneal, 
Bluestone  Sr. 

WASHINGTON:  Nikki  Akre,  Fife;  Kari 
Beerbower,  Elme;  Levi  Brown,  Nooksach  Valley; 
Hollie  Matthews,  Winlock;  Monty  Schilter, 
Chehalis;  Jennifer  Simonson,  Ritzville;  Alisha 
Walli,  Ritzville;  Meaghan  Williams,  Eastmont 
WEST  VIRGINIA:  Monique  Dolan,  Cameron; 
Lesley  Larew,  Preston  County;  Carla  Lutz, 
Ripley;  Aaron  Nichols,  Clay;  Kevin  Okes,  Shady 
Spring;  Dan  Shockey,  Ravenswood 
WISCONSIN:  Randall  Clark,  Mayville;  Peter 
Haakenson,  Evansville;  Kristin  Haakeson, 
Evansville;  Sheri  Holt,  Baraboo;  Janelle 
Johnson,  Bloomer;  Roger  Kieffer,  Waterford; 
Jack  Koening,  Clear  Lake;  Kori  Koser,  Eau 
Claire;  Jill  Maliszewski,  Arcadia;  Stephanie 
Olson,  Pecatonica;  Brenda  Pietz,  Wittenberg- 
Bernamwood;  Grant  Staszak,  Bonduel;  Patrick 
Stemitzky,  Granton;  Mike  Swanson,  Granton; 
Michael  Tauscher,  Pulaski 
WYOMING:  Lindsey  Kay  Detimore,  Wyoming 
Association;  Haley  Forman,  Powell;  Lesley 
Jeffres,  Wyoming  Association;  Bev  Marlett, 
Torrington 
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Committee  Reports 


Agricultural  Education  Trends 


We  recommend: 
Classroom  Integration 

1.  Establish  partnerships  between  agriculture  teachers 
and  academic  teachers  by  using  the  same  format  as  the 
Agriscience  Teacher  of  the  Year  program. 

2.  Establish  national  internships,  similar  to  the 
National  Scholarship  Program,  for  teachers  and 
students. 

3.  Include  internships,  mentorships  and  job  shadowing 
on  the  proficiency  award  application. 

4.  Provide  leadership  to  establish  dialogue  between 
FFA  and  agricultural  education  organizations  to 
promote  closer  contact  with  The  National  Vocational 
Agricultural  Teachers'  Association  (NVATA). 

5.  Encourage  collaboration  and  consolidation  of  funding 
by  combining  collegiate  FFA  and  Postsecondary  Agri- 
cultural Student  Organization  (PAS). 

6.  Promote  alternative/innovative  agriculture  in 
agricultural  education  classrooms. 

Communication 

1.  Create  an  updated  home  page  on  the  Internet  focusing 
on  agricultural  and  FFA  issues  at  the  national  level. 

2.  Create  a  set  of  guidelines  for  state  associations  to  use 
in  making  their  own  home  pages  on  the  Internet. 

3.  Send  guidance  counselors,  administrators  and 
boards  of  education  information  through  the  Internet 
about  the  agricultural  education  curriculum  and  career 
opportunities. 

Current  Events  in  Agriculture 

1.  Create  an  on-line  information  service  for  FFA  mem- 
bers and  advisors  to  acquire  agricultural  and  FFA 
information  on  current  events,  political  issues,  techno- 
logical advances,  curriculum,  FFA  services,  events  and 
a  discussion  forum. 

2.  Organize  the  Agricultural  Issues  Forum  into  a  Career 
Development  Event. 

3.  Designate  space  in  FFA  New  Horizons  for  current 
events. 

4.  Create  a  Governmental  Issue  Leadership  Conference 
where  current  events  are  presented  by  the  agricultural 
industry  and  personal  interviews  are  conducted  with 
congressional,  regulatory  and  judicial  representatives 


Auditing 


The  Auditing  Committee  met  to  review  the  1995  report 
presented  by  the  auditing  firm  of  Stoy,  Malone  and  Com- 
pany. Through  careful  evaluation,  the  committee  accepted 
the  report  based  on  the  explanations  of  national  staff  and 
board  members. 

We  recommend  that  the  National  FFA  Organization: 

1.  Accept  the  1994-95  National  FFA  Audit  as  printed. 

2.  Set  national  FFA  dues  at  $5  for  the  1996-97  member- 
ship year. 

Alice  Gonzalez,  TX 

Respectfully  submitted:  Lance  Wnite- AZ 

Scott  Cruikshank,  OR  (Chair)  Holly  Bentley,  OH 

Avery  Culbertson,  NM  (Secretary)  Katie  McKinnon,  AR 

Jerry  Stone  Jr.,  GA  Janelle  Stuwe,  SD 

Ryan  Heisterman,  KS 
Holly  Mills,  VA 


for  subsequent  discussion  by  FFA  members. 

Technology 

1.  Create  an  essay  contest  for  students  to  write  about 
technology  and  its  impact  on  agriculture. 

2.  Create  a  page  in  FFA  Neiv  Horizons  to  update  mem- 
bers on  new  technology. 

3.  Develop  an  informal  meeting  on  current  FFA 
issues  using  telecommunications  between  state  and 
national  officers. 


Respectfully  submitted: 

John  Ashley,  OK  (Chair) 

Ryan  Hiesterman,  KS  (Vice  Chair) 

Classroom  Integration 

Joe  Dooling,  MT  (Chair) 
Jaimie  Coelho,  MA  (Vice  Chair) 
Christy  Berry,  MS 
Jayla  Coston,  TX 
Eric  Deal,  NC 
Gabe  Eckert,  KS 
Megan  Howard,  GA 
Sarah  Johnson,  AL 
Kori  Koser,  Wl 
Michelle  Undo,  CA 
Quincy  Morris,  OK 
Brad  Thacker,  TX 

Communication 

Rick  Bagley,  NM  (Chair) 

Wayne  Carpenter,  VT  (Vice  Chair) 

Scott  Grant,  SC 

Carmen  Kaeding,  OH 

Amy  Matthews,  IL 

Chad  Maynard,  TX 

Aimee  Myers,  LA 

Jason  Noyes,  MT 

Tabitha  Roberts,  AR 


Trey  Snead,  VA 
Brian  Woolery,  CA 

Current  Events  in  Agriculture 

Elizabeth  Burdette,  SC  (Chair) 
Brenda  Pietz,  Wl  (Vice  Chair) 
Tracy  Alexander,  AL 
Amy  Baggett,  OK 
Brian  Bechtel,  TN 
Robbie  Cason,  FL 
Will  Edwards,  CA 
Jenny  Lindemann,  Ml 
Aaron  Nichols,  WV 
Christine  Patten,  NJ 
Carrie  Perkins,  TX 

Technology 

Michael  J.  Manning,  AL  (Chair) 

Tonya  Anthony,  PA 

Adrean  Celaya-Miller,  ID 

Erica  Disrud,  ND 

Tobe  Haught,  AZ 

Jarrod  Jackson,  KY 

Leslie  Jett,  MO 

Alanna  Patterson,  UT 

Mack  Phifer,  TX 

Melissa  Dawn  Ramsey,  CA 


The  FFA  National  Agricultural  Career  Show®  gave  members  the 
chance  to  seek  out  the  latest  trends  in  agricultural  technologxj  and 
make  a  holiday  wish  list. 
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Committee  Reports 


Communications  &  Public  Relations 


We  recommend: 
Image 

1.  Use  the  FFA  mural  to  highlight  FFA's  diversity  in 
posters,  FFA  New  Horizons  and  the  Up  with  Agriculture 
Writing  Contest. 

2.  Present  more  non-production  examples,  such  as  technology 
and  leadership,  in  FFA  publications  so  that  the 

public  receives  a  broader  image  of  the  organization. 

3.  Provide  brochures  and  videos  to  school  administrators, 
guidance  counselors  and  the  public  to  increase  aware- 
ness about  career  and  scholarship  opportunities 
available  through  the  FFA. 

4.  Motivate  FFA  advisors  and  state  staff  to  promote  a 
professional  image  for  the  FFA  because  they  set  the 
image  standards  for  students  to  follow.  We  recommend 
the  following: 

a.  Continue  sponsoring  national/state  staff  work- 
shops for  state  supervisors. 

b.  Send  more  national  staff  into  the  field  to  conduct 
professional  development  workshops  at  state  FFA 
conventions  or  agriculture  teacher  conventions. 

c.  Conduct  Made  For  Excellence  workshops  for 
chapter  advisors. 

5.  Continue  to  promote  and  develop  programs  such  as 
Partners  in  Active  Learning  Support  (PALS),  Food  For 
America,  Safety  and  Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  to 
educate  grade  school  students  about  FFA  and  agriculture. 

6.  Develop  a  question/answer  brochure,  which  includes 
the  mission  statement,  to  be  used  to  educate  the  public 
and  new  members  about  the  FFA,  and  to  dispel 
common  FFA /agricultural  education  myths. 

7.  Continue  to  show  the  diversity  of  FFA  members  and 
events  through  FFA  publications  and  promotional 
materials. 

Organizational  Awareness 

1.  Develop  a  national  FFA  home  page  on  the  Internet 
which  includes  all  facets  of  the  National  FFA  Organiza- 
tion to  increase  membership,  awareness  and  knowledge 
of  opportunities.  Each  state  would  have  the  opportunity 
to  develop  its  own  home  page  within  the  national 
organization's  program  to  increase  the  availability  of 
information. 

2.  Develop  an  exciting,  interactive  video  to  accompany  the 
FFA  Student  Handbook  emphasizing  Career  Development 
Events,  SAEs  and  the  national  convention.  The  video 
should  have  a  two-minute  segment  corresponding  to  each 
chapter  of  the  handbook,  using  fast-paced  music  and 
candid  shots. 

3.  Promote  the  national  FFA's  Internet  access  at  the  1996 
National  FFA  Convention  through  workshops  for  advisors 
and  students,  promotional  advertisements  during 
sessions,  and  a  booth  at  the  career  show. 

4.  Market  videos  and  program  materials  on  a  30-day  trial 
basis  as  an  incentive  to  increase  circulation. 

Sponsors  and  Partners 

1.  Distribute  annual  FFA  New  Horizons  subscriptions  to  all 
national  sponsors,  partners  and  career  show  partici- 
pants to  maintain  communication  ties  and  reinforce 
their  positive  image  of  FFA  and  agricultural  education. 

2.  Incorporate  into  National  Leadership  Conference  for 
State  Officers  (NLSCO)  a  training  session  on  business  and 
industry  tours  in  order  to  develop  relationships  with 
sponsors  and  partners. 

3.  Hold  a  congressional  breakfast  in  conjunction  with 
Washington  Leadership  Conference  (WLC),  giving 
members  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  their  state  leaders. 


4.  Develop  a  travel  fund  and  application  process  to 
sponsor  school  officials'  and  community  leaders'  trips 
to  the  national  FFA  convention. 

5.  Develop  supportive  chapter  materials  that 
highlight  the  benefits  of  developing  chapter  sponsors 
and  partners  and  suggest  methods  to  initiate  and 
maintain  those  relationships. 

6.  Develop  supportive  materials  to  educate  states  and 
chapters  on  business  and  industry  visits/tours. 

7.  Develop  supportive  materials  for  states  and  chapters  to 
organize  breakfasts  or  luncheons  for  legislators, 
community  leaders  and  business  leaders. 

Public  Awareness 

1.  Market  the  FFA  by  putting  the  emblem  and  information 
about  FFA  on  sponsors'  product  packages,  such  as  milk 
cartons  and  cereal  boxes.  Promoting  the  FFA  mission 
statement  will  reinforce  FFA's  association  with  educa- 
tion. 

2.  Market  the  FFA  by  using  a  postage  stamp  commemorat- 
ing the  75th  anniversary  of  the  National  FFA  Organiza- 
tion. The  postage  stamp  could  highlight  the  FFA 
mission  statement. 

3.  Develop  a  recognition/incentive  award  to  encourage 
chapters  to  conduct  FFA  public  awareness  campaigns 
and  activities.  This  award  should  stand  alone  and  not 
be  incorporated  within  existing  programs  and  awards. 

4.  Use  the  Internet  for  communication  and  public  aware- 
ness of  FFA.  The  home  page  could  be  entitled  "Leader- 
ship On-Line"  to  dispel  stereotypes  about  the  FFA. 

5.  A)  Develop  a  public  awareness  campaign  in  every 
state.  A  committee  consisting  of  various  leaders  and 
supporters  of  the  FFA  in  each  state  would  coordinate 
the  public  awareness  and  public  relations  activities. 

B)  Hold  a  training  workshop  for  the  public  awareness 
state  committees  and  all  other  interested  parties  at  the 
national  FFA  convention. 

6.  Develop  a  "Build  a  Chapter"  kit  that  teaches  existing 
chapters  to  stimulate  awareness  and  involvement  in 
communities  that  don't  have  agricultural  education 
programs. 

7.  Develop  a  nationwide  public  service  campaign  to 
inform  the  public  about  the  National  FFA  Organization. 


Respectfully  Submitted: 

Chris  Yandell.  KY  (Chair) 

Janelle  Stuwe,  SD  (Vice  Chair) 

Kari  Beerbower,  WA 

Jason  Harb,  NE 

Suzie  Lutter,  SD 

Salem  Mugrage,  TX 

Kelcey  Powell,  CO 

Bruce  Rodriquez,  LA 

Mark  Ryan,  OH 

Lindi  Stremsterfer,  IL 

Lance  Wright,  AR 

Beau  Schweitzer,  ID 

Megan  Price,  OR 

Dustin  Dean,  TX 

Jeremy  Johnson,  NC 

Talia  Maita,  CA 

Kim  Mayo,  MS 

Barrin  McFarlin,  GA 

Carla  Moore,  AL 

Daniel  Schmidt,  KS 

Pat  Sternitzky,  Wl 

Joni  Vasbinder,  TX 


Troy  Walker,  OK 
Bethany  Beckerink,  NY 
Mendy  Beckman,  VA 
Chad  Chaney,  AL 
Randall  Clark,  Wl 
Matt  Fennel,  TN 
Robyn  Foreman,  OK 
Maggie  Goddin,  FL 
Julie  Grant,  CA 
Billy  Jack  Griesenbeck,  TX 
Brad  Steele,  IA 
Devyln  Warren,  NM 
Stephanie  Yonker,  MN 
Shannon  Fischer,  Ml 
James  Anderson,  IL 
Aaron  Bates,  OH 
Angie  Block,  AR 
Tara  Cupp,  VA 
Jennifer  Grimes,  PA 
Melissa  Jadlowski,  TX 
Susie  Picou,  MO 
Ryan  Schohr,  CA 
Stacy  Vincent,  KY 
Jason  Miller,  AK 
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Committee  Reports 


Career  Success  Activities 


We  recommend: 

Career  Development  Events 

1.  Create  a  mission  statement  for  Career  Development 
Events.  For  example:  The  purpose  of  Career  Develop- 
ment Events  is  to  enhance  members'  skills  necessary  for 
their  lifelong  endeavors  and  to  allow  them  to  gain 
abilities  to  enhance  career  success. 

2.  Develop  a  low-cost  video  with  emphasis  on  the  name 
change,  participation  and  benefits,  to  be  promoted  by 
the  national  organization  and  FFA  Ventures. 

3.  Create  written  publications,  pamphlets  and  workshops 
that  promote  and  explain  Career  Development  Events. 

4.  Designate  sections  or  FFA  New  Horizons  to  promote 
awareness  of  Career  Development  Events. 

Proficiency  Awards/SAEs 

1 .  Develop  an  on-line  resource  to  include  information 
on  SAEs,  proficiency  awards,  etc. 

2.  Create  a  promotional  video  on  SAEs  and  proficiencies 
that  expand  student  ideas  on  diverse  SAEs  and  profi- 
ciency areas. 

3.  Develop  a  cooperative/partnership  proficiency  award 
area  that  recognizes  joint  student  projects. 

4.  Develop  standardized  evaluation  of  proficiency  awards 
that  emphasizes  growth,  development  and  quality  of 
SAE. 

Promotions 

1.  Develop  a  program  that  allows  FFA  members  to  have 
access  to  FFA  information  on  the  Internet. 

2.  Develop  a  national  and  state  address  directory  for 
officers,  advisors  and  alumni  to  be  used  for  future 
mailing  accuracy. 


3.  Use  FFA  Advisors  Making  a  Difference  and  FFA  New 
Horizons  publications  to  promote  specific  SAEs,  Career 
Development  Events  and  proficiency  awards. 

4.  At  each  state  advisors'  conference,  motivate  advisors 
through  information  and  guest  speakers. 

Future  Opportunities 

1.  Devote  a  regular  issue  of  FFA  New  Horizons  to  provide 
examples  of  Career  Development  Events,  SAEs 

and  proficiencies. 

2.  Add  computers  in  agriculture,  job  interviews,  Erg- 
Law/debate,  and  crop  evaluation  as  Career  Develop- 
ment Events  at  the  national  level. 

3.  All  advisors,  school  board  members,  and  students  be 
informed  of  successful  careers  of  former  members, 
especially  focusing  on  less  active  members. 

4.  Encourage  national,  state  and  local  news  releases  on  all 
activities. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

Lyndsey  Fosbery,  MT  (Chair) 

Avery  Culbertson,  NM  (Vice  Chair) 

Amy  Redgate,  OK  (Second  Vice  Chair) 

Lee  Barrentine,  AL 

Grant  Belden,  IA 

Dusty  Briscoe,  OK 

Alison  Chastain,  FL 

Kris  Elliott,  CA 

Stacy  Graham,  NM 

Robert  Meadows,  TN 

Kevin  Okes,  WV 

Arianne  Oudekirk,  MN 

Krisse  Pigg,  TX 


Lindsey  Detimore,  WY 
Troy  Schnieder,  CO 
Christy  Davis,  NE 
Scott  Gunnell,  VA 
Chanda  Helms,  SC 
Jarod  Holdren,  CO 
Adam  Mitchell,  TX 
Anthony  Oesch,  IL 
Kristie  Pellerin,  LA 
Janice  Poormaan,  OH 
Sarah  Taylor,  AR 
Marcellus  Cubit,  VT 
Lloyd  Bier,  PA 
Gary  Greer,  VI 
Frank  Heifrin,  TX 
Kim  Kerr,  AZ 
Shelly  Lewis,  ID 
Mike  Miller,  KY 
Kristin  Regal,  CA 
Kenneth  Victor,  HI 
Willie  Hayes,  SC 
Jennifer  Daniels,  TX 
Phillip  Johnson,  GA 
Danny  Johnson,  Ml 
Shay  Jones,  AL 
Brain  Lohse,  CA 
Jill  Maliszewski,  Wl 
Chris  Mann,  NC 
Brad  Montgmery,  KS 
Michael  Moss,  OK 
Dannell  Thomas,  TX 
Jason  Lacey,  KS 
Jason  Greely,  MA 

FFA  members  Andre 
Berbaur  (left)  and  Stacy 
Vincent  gave  the 
68th  National  FFA 
Convention  a  big 
thumbs  up  during  the 
delegate  session.  They 
were  enthusiastic  about 
the  ideas  presented 
during  the  business 
session  to  increase  FFA 
members'  preparation 
for  successful  careers. 
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Chapter  Activities 


We  recommend: 
Member  Involvement 

1.  Develop  an  Internet  home  page  with  an  interactive 
bulletin  board. 

2.  Create  a  computer  disk  that  compiles  information  from 
all  FFA  resources  specifically  outlining  activities  for 
member  participation. 

3.  Sponsor  an  essay  contest  focusing  on  members' 
personal  FFA  successes.  Selected  essays  should  be 
published  in  FFA  Neio  Horizons  throughout  the  year. 

4.  Create  a  special  edition  of  FFA  Neiv  Horizons  or  add  a 
double-page  spread  to  every  issue  that  summarizes  FFA 
events  for  member  participation. 

5.  Provide  an  e-mail  address  for  each  dues-paying  mem- 
ber. 

6.  Submit  news  to  Channel  One  including  coverage  of 
the  national  convention,  programs  and  award  updates. 

Chapter  Involvement 

1.  Encourage  special  recognition  of  the  National  Chapter 
Award  at  the  state  level. 

2.  Require  a  video  of  the  chapter's  activities  to  accompany 
each  National  Chapter  Award  application. 

3.  Dedicate  a  section  in  FFA  Neiv  Horizons  to  feature 
articles  on  chapters  that  promote  excellent  team  unity. 

4.  Feature  inserts  on  new  fundraising  ideas  in  each  edition 
of  FFA  New  Horizons. 

Community  Involvement 

1.  Develop  or  modify  a  publication  to  inform  members 
about  ways  to  improve  public  relations  at  the  state  and 
chapter  levels.  The  publication  should  suggest  placing 
FFA  New  Horizons  in  business  offices. 

2.  Add  a  community  involvement  section  to  the  National 
Leadership  Conference  for  State  Officers  (NLCSO) 
handbook  for  state  officers  to  incorporate  in  chapter 
visits. 

3.  Conduct  a  National  FFA  Alumni/Sponsor  Appreciation 
Day. 

4.  Send  FFA  New  Horizons  to  United  States  congressmen 
to  increase  congressional  awareness  of  FFA. 

5.  Dedicate  a  portion  of  FFA  New  Horizons  to  alumni/ 
community  involvement. 

6.  Send  letters  to  chapter  officers  from  national  officers 
stressing  the  importance  of  community  interaction  by 
chapters. 

Chapter  Recognition 

1.  Create  and  update  public  service  announcements  to  be 
dispersed  to  state  associations. 

2.  Conduct  a  news  release  writing  workshop  at  NLCSO 

3.  Provide  pre-formatted  news  releases  on  computer  disk 
to  chapters  through  FFA  Ventures. 

4.  Send  pertinent  information  to  state  staff  and  corre- 
sponding state  officers. 


Respectfully  submitted: 

Dusty  Oedekoven,  SD  (Chair) 

Scott  Cruikshank,  OR  (Vice  Chair) 

Lisa  Ahrens,  IA 

Nikki  Akre,  WA 

Rachel  Anderson,  NY 

Rob  Balderson,  VA 

Domeco  Bell,  AL 

Calvin  Brodersen,  CT 

Brad  Cesal,  Ml 

Jedediah  Christensen,  NE 

Julie  Cox,  OK 

Rachel  Dawley,  TX 

Margi  Errway,  PA 

Keith  Garcia,  VI 

Nick  Garcia,  CA 

JolieGillis,  FL 

Brandy  Goss,  AK 

James  Harding,  NC 

Cecilia  Hernandez,  TX 

Lesley  Jeffres,  WY 

Clay  Lamb,  GA 

Mack  Rodgers,  TN 

Jennifer  Luiz,  CA 

Eva  Madrid,  NM 


Kevin  Martin,  MS 
Stephanie  McCoy,  AL 
Jamie  Jo  Mekelburg,  CO 
Molly  Mogensen,  ID 
P.  Jeremy  Mosley,  MO 
Monica  Mueck,  TX 
Ryan  Naylor,  ID 
Liz  Neufeld,  KS 
Amy  Poth,  OH 
Amanda  Ramer,  OR 
Angela  Rauch,  SC 
Elizabeth  Ritter,  CA 
Amanda  Roberts,  LA 
Trace  Roller,  TX 
Kreg  Ruhl,  IL 
Ronda  Schmidt,  ND 
John  Sharber,  OK 
Dan  Shockey,  WV 
Travis  Smigel,  NY 
Grant  Staszak,  Wl 
Clay  Sullivan,  KY 
Josh  Tjosaas,  MN 
Beth  Tymrak,  TX 
Joe  Bob  Washburn,  AR 
Josh  Williams,  AZ 


FFA  members'  enthusiasm  was  infectious.  New  York  Association 
delegate  Heather  Drape  joined  others  in  cheering  on  the  action. 
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Leadership  &  Personal  Development 


We  recommend: 
Pilot  Programs 

1.  Provide  national  convention  activities  specifically  for 
collegiate  FFA  members,  i.e.  career  activities,  job 
interviews  and  mentoring  programs  between  high 
school  and  collegiate  FFA  members. 

2.  Further  develop  the  Impact  videos  series  to  comple- 
ment the  two  videos  already  available.  Suggested  topics 
are:  state  officer  training,  communications,  goal  setting 
and  advisor  training. 

3.  Develop  a  motivational  state  conference  to  be  held 
mid-year  to  cover  National  FFA  Week,  chapter  banquet 
planning,  Career  Development  Events  and  FFA 
opportunities. 

4.  Develop  a  national  page  on  the  Internet  for  sharing 
ideas  among  members,  chapters  and  states. 

5.  Continue  the  Leadership  Connection  newsletter. 

Potential  Programs 

In  evaluating  the  Potential  Future  Initiatives  list  given  to 
our  sub-committee  by  the  national  staff,  we  recommend 
the  following  programs  be  implemented: 

1.  Career  success  conferences 

2.  Focus  groups 

3.  Speakers  bureau 

4.  State  leadership  school/camp  materials 


5.  State  convention  opportunities  workshops 

6.  Student  leadership  handbook 

7.  Supervised  agricultural  experience  exchanges 

8.  Award-winning  speeches  resource  book 

We  do  not  recommend  that  the  following  ideas  be  imple- 
mented: 

1.  Student  leadership  portfolio 

2.  National  officer  leadership  training  via  satellite 

Program  Evaluation 

1.  Pursue  additional  sponsors,  including  international 
sponsors,  for  international  programs  in  order  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  the  programs  for  all  members. 

2.  Promote  availability  of  the  current  scholarships  for 
international  programs  and  Washington  Leadership 
Conferences  to  each  member  through  FFA  publications. 

3.  Provide  additional  international  programs  based  on 
specific  career  interests,  including  the  expansion  into 
government  experiences. 

4.  Provide  a  wider  variety  of  short-term  international 
programs  (one  month  or  less)  to  explore  different 
cultures  such  as  Africa  and  Central  and  South  America. 

5.  Develop  a  partnership  with  colleges  to  explore  the 
possibility  of  providing  college  credit  for  international 
experiences. 

6.  Provide  information  on  sponsoring  a  Made  For  Excel- 
lence program,  particularly  to  states  that  have  not  held 
an  MFE. 

7.  Provide  flexibility  in  Made  For  Excellence  programs  so 
they  can  be  focused  on  state  needs. 

8.  Realign  states  participating  in  the  National  Leadership 
Conference  for  State  Officers  to  keep  participation  equal 
among  regions. 

Opportunity  Awareness  at  Home  and  Abroad 

1.  Aggressively  explore  a  national  television  commer- 
cial to  be  shown  during  National  FFA  Week  highlight- 
ing FFA  opportunities  and  clips  from  conferences  and 
conventions.  A  thank-you  for  all  sponsors  should  be 
extended  at  the  end  of  the  commercial. 

2.  Create  an  interactive  program  via  the  Internet.  The 
program  should  display  opportunities  such  as  confer- 
ences, international  experiences,  career  information 
and  scholarships,  and  allow  members  to  explore 
interests  in  greater  detail. 

3.  Create  a  session  at  NLCSO  devoted  to  informing  state 
officers  of  the  FFA  opportunities  such  as  international 
experiences,  WLC  and  MFE  so  they  will  be  better 
informed  in  promoting  these  programs. 

4.  Provide  a  guide  book  for  every  FFA  member  containing 
all  nationally  available  opportunities  including  neces- 
sary dates  and  motivational  ideas  on  how  to  attend.  The 
guidebook  should  be  distributed  with  FFA  New  Hori- 
zons during  a  high  readership  month. 

5.  Create  a  20-minute  promotional  video  narrated  by  FFA 
members.  The  video  will  highlight  national  conferences, 
national  and  international  opportunities,  as  well  as 
highlights  from  the  national  FFA  convention. 


Critical  thinking  and  concentration  are  two  important  skills  that  FFA 
members  must  have  in  order  to  compete  in  career  development  events 
like  Farm  Business  Management. 
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Respectfully  submitted: 

Hollie  Matthews,  WA  (Chair) 
Lance  White,  AZ  (Vice  Chair) 

Pilot  Programs 

Rusty  Melhouse,  IL  (Sub  Chair) 

Daniel  Wells,  NC  (Sub  Vice  Chair) 

Heather  Drape,  NY 

Andrea  Franzeen,  IA 

Ryan  Grenier,  CA 

Kristin  Haakeson,  Wl 

Casey  Hatcher,  AL 

Stanton  Ingram,  OK 

Laura  Klein,  MN 

Clint  McWaters,  FL 

Dawn  Mosley,  TN 

Shana  Schaffner,  TX 

Potential  Programs 

Salli  Sarman,  NV  (Sub  Chair) 
Tera  Pase,  DE  (Sub  Vice  Chair) 
Kellie  Bray,  MO 
Billy  Carter,  KY 
Andy  Gardner,  TX 
Robbie  Minnich,  NC 
John  Moffatt,  CA 
Steven  Robertson,  GA 
Courtney  Shaw,  AL 


Michael  Tauscher,  Wl 
Amberly  Williams,  OK 
Ryan  Winkle,  TX 

Program  Evaluation 

Rebecca  Summers,  LA  (Sub  Chair) 

Darla  Herr,  PA  (Sub  Vice  Chair) 

Chase  Bartlett,  LA 

Jillian  Boyer,  OH 

Jenni  Cook,  AR 

Dawn  Dietz,  IL 

Shannon  Horst,  PA 

Sara  Kocurek,  TX 

Jay  Shepard,  MO 

Scott  Stoller,  CA 

Opportunity  Awareness  at  Home  and  Abroad 

Ben  Moore,  TN  (Sub  Chair) 

Natalie  Gray,  IN  (Sub  Vice  Chair) 

Amber  Butler,  CA 

Levi  Brown,  WA 

Derrek  Hopkins,  MD 

Laurie  Jacobs,  NE 

Tommy  Neyland,  TX 

Curtis  Tuggle,  OH 

Michael  Winne,  CT 

Craig  Winquist,  SD 


Dr.  Mike  Brown,  president-elect  of  the  National  Association  of  Secondary  School  Principals,  and  Steve  Franks,  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  State  Directors  of  Vocational  Technical  Education,  delivered  remarks  during  the  afternoon  session  on 
Thursday.  Pictured  from  left  to  right  are  Brown,  Franks  and  Greg  Vetter,  national  FFA  vice  president. 
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Marketing  &  Merchandising 


We  recommend: 
Customer  Service 

1.  FFA  Ventures  insert  a  separate  page  in  the 

catalog  package  to  provide  ordering  instructions  and 
examples  to  make  ordering  easier. 

2.  FFA  Ventures  provide  an  envelope  with  a  reminder 
checklist  to  improve  order  accuracy. 

3.  FFA  Ventures  consider  developing  e-mail  services  to 
market  FFA  merchandise  and  assist  in  customer  service 
in  the  future. 

4.  FFA  Ventures  provide  a  separate  page  concerning 
jacket  sizing,  to  better  ensure  proper  jacket  fit. 

5.  FFA  Ventures  examine  the  possibilities  of  installing  a 
1-800  number  for  use  when  ordering  FFA  merchandise. 

Product  Evaluation/Quality 

1.  Improve  the  quality  and  update  the  styles  of  the 
jewelry:  replace  fish  hook  earrings  with  hoop  or  stud 
earrings,  replace  ID  bracelets  with  new  enhanced 
watches  (i.e.  Montana  Silversmith  leather  and  silver 
watches  with  FFA  logo).  Also,  attempt  to  place  all 
jewelry  items  together  in  the  catalog. 

2.  Expand  the  selection  of  t-shirts  and  sweatshirts  for 
advisors  by  making  larger  sizes  available  and  display- 
ing pictures  of  advisors  modeling  items  with  students 
in  the  catalog. 

3.  Improve  quality  of  plaques  by  ensuring  that  name 
plates  and  emblems  are  permanently  secured  to  the 
plaques  and  will  endure  shipping. 

4.  Make  availability  of  clothing  personalization  more 
apparent  by  stating  it  beside  the  price  and  showing  it  in 
catalog  pictures. 

5.  Change  the  color  of  hair  scrunchies  and  bows  to 
coordinate  with  scarves  and  official  dress. 

Product  Development:  Venture  Into  the  New 

1.  Offer  appropriate  black  skirts  and  slacks  for  official 
dress. 

2.  Embroider  polos  on  page  6  and  western  jackets  on  page 
59  with  collegiate  and  alumni  logos. 

3.  Make  available  a  non-mesh  style  hat  that  can  be  silk 
screened  with  name,  chapter  and  state  to  replace  item  I 
on  page  12  of  the  Student  Catalog. 

4.  Make  the  top  five  selling  t-shirts  available  in  long 
sleeves. 

5.  Create  an  insulated,  nylon,  pull-over  jacket  with  hood, 
front  pouch  and  half-zip  front. 

6.  Expand  line  of  motivational  material,  i.e.  quote  books 
and  videos. 

Marketing/Advertising 

1.  Re-evaluate  the  layout  of  Ventures  catalog.  Possibly 
utilize  more  contemporary  graphics,  clearer  headlines, 
condensed  descriptions,  more  active  and  realistic  poses 
in  pictures,  separate  product  lines  (i.e.  separate  alumni, 
active,  parents',  supporters'  and  advisors  product 
lines),  continue  to  use  national  officers  as  models,  and 
ask  famous  former  members  or  guest  speakers  at 
national  convention  to  model  items. 

2.  Offer  students  and  supporters  discounts  on  merchan- 
dise through  tear-out  coupons  in  FFA  Nezv  Horizons 
redeemable  through  the  catalog  and  at  the  convention. 

3.  Separate  advisor  mailings  from  chapter  president 
mailings  concerning  catalog  sales.  The  presidents' 
packet  would  include  a  promotional  poster  of  top- 
selling  Ventures  items  for  classroom  display,  one 
Student  Catalog,  and  chapter  officer  discount  slips.  The 
advisors'  packet  would  include  one  FFA  Chapter  Catalog 
and  one  Student  Catalog. 

4.  Use  posters,  banners,  hotel  displays,  coupons  and 


promotional  flyers  in  registration  packets  to  advertise 
the  FFA  Shopping  Mall  on  the  third  floor  in  Bartle  Hall. 
Open  the  shopping  mall  one  day  earlier  for  convention 
delegates. 

5.  Offer  incentives  to  chapters  and  advisors  based  on 
order  volume.  Other  incentives  could  be  banquet 
discounts,  points  toward  free  merchandise  based  on 
previous  orders,  drawings  for  gift  certificates  or  prizes 
and  discounts  on  leadership  programs. 

6.  Offer  a  separate  banquet  catalog  during  the  spring. 

7.  Mail  state  officer  discount  coupons  earlier,  possibly 
after  each  state  convention. 


Respectfully  submitted: 

Philip  McCulchan,  IN  (Chair) 

Alice  GonzalezJX  (Vice  Chair) 

Rachael  Hawes,  AL 

Jason  Stone,  AL 

Mary  Bowling,  AR 

Travis  Hester,  AR 

Herbert  Cooley,  CA 

Nancy  Gutierrez,  CA 

Erin  Nelson,  CA 

Lisa  Swanson,  CA 

Keith  Johnson,  DE 

Sarah  Dasher,  FL 

Mandy  Moss,  FL 

Hillary  Smith,  GA 

Melissa  Dry,  IA 

Alicia  Hill,  IN 

Wesley  Chancellor,  KY 

Kristie  Braud,  LA 

Andy  Burns,  MO 

Tammy  Slack,  MO 

Leslie  Brown,  MA 

Joshua  Tweedie,  ME 


Lori  Bronk,  MN 
Brent  Kramer,  NE 
David  Wilson,  NH 
Terri  Kennedy,  NY 
Nicholas  Salter,  NC 
Emily  Buxton,  OH 
Mick  Weber,  OH 
Ben  Lastly,  OK 
Jeremy  Qweiacker,  OK 
Joshua  Troxell,  PA 
Juan  Maury,  PR 
Katherine  Page,  TN 
Paige  House,  TX 
Celina  Garza,  TX 
Megan  Leggio,  TX 
Johnna  Oman,  TX 
Corie  Seibman,  TX 
Amanda  Woodrum,  TX 
Jason  Hawks,  VA 
Monty  Schilter,  WA 
Jennifer  Simonson,  WA 
Sheri  Holt,  Wl 
Haley  Forman,  WY 


DURANGO  BOOT  I  BURAN60  BOOT 


The  FFA  Shopping  Mall  in  Bartle  Hall  was  a  hot  spot  of  activity  during 
the  convention.  Shoppers  could  purchase  a  variety  of  merchandise  from 
cowboy  boots  to  FFA  boxer  shorts. 
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Membership  Recruitment  &  Participation 


We  recommend: 
100%  Membership 

1.  Develop  an  informational  video  introducing 

new  and  creative  methods  to  run  efficient  and  produc- 
tive meetings,  and  ways  to  encourage  more  participa- 
tion from  officers,  members  and  advisors. 

2.  Advertise  on  Channel  One,  a  national  television  news 
an  advertising  service  available  to  all  secondary  schools, 
to  promote  membership  and  to  introduce  the  FFA  into 
those  schools  without  FFA  and  agricultural  education. 

3.  Improve  upon  existing  incentive  programs  by 
giving  states  responsibility  for  the  programs  so  they 
can  be  customized  to  the  states'  needs.  National  FFA 
would  provide  incentive  awards,  such  as  gift 
certificates  or  discounts  on  FFA  Ventures  merchandise. 

4.  Publish  a  brochure  focusing  on  successful  past  FFA 
members  like  Jimmy  Carter,  and  post-high  school 
programs  including  alumni  associations  and 
collegiate  chapters. 

Advisor  Motivation 

1.  Send  school  administrators  a  copy  of  FFA  Advisors 
Making  A  Difference. 

2.  Promote  advisor  awards  for  100%  membership  and 
National  Chapter  Awards  by  sending  certificates  to 
school  administrators  to  be  presented  to  the  advisor  at 
school  assemblies. 

3.  Develop  a  motivational  conference  for  advisors  held 
simultaneously  with  Made  For  Excellence. 

4.  Promote  collegiate  FFA  by  having  colleges  and  the 
National  FFA  Organization  create  pamphlets  about 
college  FFA  activities  to  be  sent  to  high  school  career 
information  centers. 

5.  Promote  collegiate  FFA  by  having  articles  published  in 
FFA  New  Horizons. 

6.  Develop  an  FFA  refresher  course  for  college  students 
who  are  pursuing  agricultural  education  majors. 

7.  Develop  a  shadowing  program  sponsored  by  national 
FFA  in  which  high  school  students  interested  in 
agricultural  education  can  accompany  FFA  advisors 
during  a  school  day. 

8.  Encourage  advisors'  families'  involvement  in  FFA 
activities  and  explore  the  possibility  of  advisors'  families 
attending  FFA  workshops  and  conferences. 

Prospective  Members 

1.  Develop  a  recruitment  packet  for  FFA  advisors 
including: 

a)  general  outline  concerning  recruitment 
presentations 

b)  materials  gathered  from  programs  such  as  "Train 
the  Trainers" 

2.  Develop  a  brochure  of  FFA  opportunities  to  send 
directly  to  eighth  graders. 

3.  Include  a  column  in  FFA  Neio  Horizons  dedicated  to  a 
state  recruitment  ideas  exchange. 

4.  Develop  a  program  to  promote  cooperation  among 
agricultural  youth  organizations,  such  as  the  American 
Agri-business  Summit  conducted  by  Purina  Mills. 

5.  Use  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Association  to  develop 
bonds  between  agricultural  youth  organizations  and  the 
members'  parents. 

6.  Distribute  vivid  posters  and  3-D,  cardboard,  pop-out 
displays  to  school  officials  and  chapter  advisors. 

7.  Expand  Partners  in  Active  Learning  Support  (PALS)  to 
incorporate  junior  high  students. 

8.  Use  student-friendly  pictures  in  recruitment  materials; 
no  official  dress  in  classroom  and  working  environment 
shots. 


9.  Produce  educational  workshops  for  administrators  and 
guidance  counselors  on  state  and  national  levels. 

10.  Develop  a  more  positive  relationship  between  guid- 
ance counselors  and  agricultural  education  programs 
by  sending  informational  packets  including  materials 
for  college-bound  students  and  an  explanation  of  the 
benefits  of  agricultural  education  and  the  FFA. 

11.  Extend  invitations  to  attend  the  national  convention  to 
leaders  of  other  agricultural  youth  organizations. 

12.  Encourage  chapters  to  develop  a  local  FFA  information 
center  available  to  all  students  in  a  study  hall  or  the 
school  library. 

13.  Improve  the  appearance  of  and  enlarge  to  poster  size 
the  "FFA  is..."  brochure. 

Active  Members 

1.  Create  a  national  membership  card  complete  with  a 
magnetic  strip  for  tracking  member  performance  and 
membership  trends.  This  card  could  be  used  at  the 
national,  state  and  possibly  local  levels  for  registration. 

2.  Publicize  the  "Three  Plus  One"  program  more  effectively 
through  posters,  flyers,  state  and  national  magazines 
and  advisor  information. 

3.  Recognize  chapters  and  advisors  with  100%  participation 
in  the  "Three  Plus  One"  program  at  the  state  level 
through  publications  and  awards. 


(Continued  on  page  64) 


Looking  good  in  official  dress  is  important  to  FFA  members  like  Neal 
Krueuen,  especially  when  you  are  about  to  get  your  picture  taken. 
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(Membership  Recruitment  &  Participation  continued  from  page  63) 


4.  Initiate  programs  similar  to  the  "Three  Plus  One" 
program  for  first  year  and/or  freshman  members. 

5.  Send  letters  periodically  to  state  and  local 
boards  of  education  encouraging  them  to  allow 
agriculture  students  to  receive  credits  for  other  subject 
areas  through  agriculture  education,  i.e.,  science, 
business,  computers,  English,  speech,  leadership  and 
math.  The  purpose  is  to  retain  college-bound  active 
members  by  allowing  them  to  receive  college 
preparatory  credits  for  agricultural  education  classes. 


Respectfully  submitted: 

Rocky  Russell,  FL  (Chair) 

Katie  McKinnon,  AR  (Vice  Chair) 

Nicki  Umphrey,  MA 

Elisha  Priebe,  IN 

Derrick  Simmons,  MS 

Ryan  Pederson,  ND 

Juan  Toro,  PR 

Ralph  Delatte,  LA 

Kim  Enderle,  OH 

Tina  Hall,  IL 

Jeff  Kerr,  VA 

Talia  Lopez,  PR 

Cori  Lowe,  TX 

Brandon  Martin,  AR 

Margaret  Rausch,  MO 

David  Sakurai,  HI 

Callie  Walker,  CA 

Brad  Bowman,  NC 

Amber  Brady,  TX 

Ronda  Hamm,  CA 

Ryan  Hawkins,  AL 

Tonia  Heese,  IA 

Jarrett  Hughes,  OK 

Janelle  Johnson,  Wl 

Rachel  Kuehn,  MN 

James  Smith,  FL 


Clint  Smith,  TX 
Kyle  Gilbert,  TX 
Amber  Fogle,  KY 
Willie  Harlow,  MO 
Bev  Marlett,  WY 
Shayleen  O'Connell,  CA 
Lisa  Owings,  OR 
James  Tate,  Jr.,  GA 
Angie  Taylor,  AL 
Julie  Walls,  NC 
John  Wyatt,  TX 
Ha  Allen,  FL 
Cara  Marie  Crye,  CA 
Enoch  Dahl,  NV 
Julie  Gleason,  Ml 
Joe  Kelsay,  IN 
Ana  Palousek,  TX 
Blake  Rymer,  TN 
Alisha  Walli,  WA 
Dwayne  Yoder,  OH 


Part  of  the  FFA  convention  experience  involves  seeing  parts  of  Kansas  City  outside  of  the  Muncipal  Auditorium.  Members 
of  the  American  Falls,  Idaho,  FFA  Chapter  ventured  out  to  sightsee  around  our  host  city. 
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National  FFA  Convention 


FFA  members  from  milesaway  traveled  to  the  national  FFA  convention 
by  planes,  trains  or  automobiles. 


We  recommend: 
Business  and  Leadership 

1.  Complete  all  business  sessions  by  Tuesday 
evening  to  allow  regional  meetings/activities  to  occur 
Wednesday  morning. 

2.  Send  a  cover  letter  highlighting  the  individual's  assign- 
ment and  responsibility  to  each  delegate  in  their 
pre-convention  packet  concerning  their  committee. 

3.  Require  each  state  to  hold  a  delegate  training 
session  prior  to  the  convention. 

4.  Advertise  all  daily  events  through  the  use  of 
monitors  spread  throughout  the  convention  area. 

5.  Recognize  sponsors  through  the  following  methods: 

a)  sponsor/delegate  dinner 

b)  banners 

c)  appropriate  thank  you  letters  assigned  through 
delegate  committee. 

6.  Provide  a  non-refundable  discounted  rate  for  pre- 
registration. 

7.  Evaluate  tours  and  workshops  to  improve  availabil- 
ity, access  (e.g.  bus  system  and  time  scheduling)  and  con- 
venience. 

8.  Invite  other  student  organizations  and  school  administra- 
tors to  the  convention  to  build  positive  relations. 

9.  Do  not  take  state  photos  during  official  delegate 
business  sessions. 

Career  Preparations 

1.  Increase  Career  Show  hours  and  dates. 

2.  Relocate  "Hall  of  States"  to  another  prominent 
convention  area. 

3.  Divide  the  Career  Show  into  well-defined  career 
areas  of  interest. 

4.  Continue  work  towards  more  specialized  career 
presentations  to  address  school-to-work  initiatives. 

5.  Encourage  states  to  exhibit  unique  agricultural 
commodities. 

6.  Create  a  World  Wide  Web  page  featuring  national  con- 
vention highlights  and  career  possibilities. 

7.  Produce  computer-generated  individual  agendas  for 
each  student  attending  the  national  convention. 

8.  Explore  national  convention  coverage  through  interactive 
videos  via  satellite. 

9.  Download  convention  information  to  chapters' 
e-mail  addresses. 

10.  Advertise  workshops  by  placing  large  signs  on 
Bartle  Hall  windows. 

11.  Expand  career  workshops  to  include:  agricultural 
law,  agricultural  sales  and  marketing,  agricultural  two- 
year  technical  degree,  general  fields  of  agriculture  for 
undecided  students  and  job  pursuit. 


12.  Feature  national  career  development  event  winners  in  an 
instructional  video  to  be  made  available 

through  FFA  Ventures. 

13.  Create  a  template  to  use  for  career  reports,  with 
possible  expansion  to  career  development  events. 

A  Place  to  Grow 

1.  Invite  well-known  speakers  with  a  motivational  message, 
(e.g  Nancy  Kerrigan,  Christopher  Reeves,  Colin  Powell, 
Reba  Mclntire,  etc.)  and  enable  members  to  personally 
meet  speakers  and  entertainers  through  autograph 
sessions. 

2.  Disperse  workshops  throughout  the  day  in  order  to 
accommodate  members'  needs. 

3.  Add  specialty  area  workshops  (such  as  photography, 
specialty  livestock  and  crops,  agricultural  communi- 
cators, rodeo,  public  relations  and  media  coverage)  to  the 
current  seminar  program. 

4.  Present  a  workshop  on  the  new  chapter  and  individual 
award  applications  at  the  convention. 

5.  Invite  national  proficiency  and  star  award  winners 
to  present  workshops  on  record-keeping  and  award 
preparation. 

6.  Continue  to  sponsor  quality  workshops  on  communica- 
tion, teamwork,  leadership,  participation,  recruitment, 
motivation  and  goal  setting. 

7.  Add  a  place  for  signatures  from  each  state  and  a  postcard 
to  the  convention  program  to  encourage  interaction 
among  members. 

8.  Explore  additional  forms  of  recreation  for  members. 

9.  Vary  the  laser  light  show,  video  presentations,  slide 
shows  and  music  at  the  beginning  and  conclusion  of 
sessions  to  decrease  repetition. 

Support  Services 

1.  Increase  national  media  coverage  by  releasing  past 
convention  video  clips  and  current  convention  news 
releases  for  distribution  to  the  media. 

2.  Create  an  official  national  reporting  team  of  qualified  FFA 
members  selected  through  an  application  process  to 
increase  member  involvement  in  national  media  coverage. 

3.  Increase  recognition  for  courtesy  corps  members  by 
presenting  service  pins. 

4.  Require  a  greater  level  of  cleanliness  in  food  court 
area,  (i.e.  food  court  vendors  clean  designated 
dining  area). 


Respectfully  submitted: 

Paul  C.  Hansen,  IA  (Chair) 
Holly  Bentley,  OH  (Vice  Chair) 
Melissa  Snell,  TX 
Chad  Crews,  GA 
Bryan  Gortner,  OH 
Joseph  Ryan  Bertao,  CA 
Eric  Johnson,  IL 
Amanda  Grimshaw,  TX 
Heidi  Martin,  VA 
Gary  Hale,  KY 
Matt  Martin,  TX 
April  Hanson,  ND 
Janitza  Saavedra,  PR 
David  Hilgenberg,  MO 
Kelly  Ann  Warner,  CA 
Bonnie  Johnson,  UT 
Mark  Wilburn,  MO 
Drew  Porter,  CA 
Tammie  Kenny,  NJ 
Gary  Richards,  OR 
Laah  Broadwater,  MD 
Bryce  Ulrich,  AL 


Misty  Ambrose,  OK 
Lesley  Larew,  WV 
Chris  Brown,  FL 
Nicole  Chlarson,  UT 
Amy  DeRose,  CA 
Tiffany  Rexroad,  WV 
Carrie  Griffith,  Ml 
Laura  Longyear,  IN 
Andrea  Peek,  TX 
Mitzi  Ricketts,  TN 
Narci  Seifert,  NH 
Andrew  Popplewell,  MO 
Mike  Foster,  Rl 
Amy  Bertrang.  GA 
Cori  Bunn,  NC 
Jana  Campbell,  TX 
Matthew  Eichler,  MN 
Josh  Henderson,  AL 
Kelly  Kafen,  CA 
Roger  Kieffer,  Wl 
Aimee  Lee,  IA 
Melissa  Miller,  OK 
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Nominating 


We,  the  Nominating  Committee,  have  given  careful  and 
deliberate  consideration  to  all  applicants  running  for 
national  office.  The  committee  nominates  the  following  slate 
of  candidates  to  the  delegates  at  the  68th  National  FFA 
Convention  to  serve  as  national  officers  for  the  year  1995-96. 

National  President — Seth  Derner,  Nebraska 


National  Treasurer — K.  Eugene  Eulinger,  Missouri 

National  Executive 

Secretary — C.  Coleman  Harris,  Virginia 

National  Advisor — Larry  D.  Case,  Virginia 


National  Secretary — Cody  Wagner,  Wyoming 

Vice  President 

Central  Region — William  Catania,  New  York 

Vice  President 

Eastern  Region — Joe  Caffee,  Indiana 

Vice  President 

Southern  Region — Clara-Leigh  Horn,  Alabama 

Vice  President 

Western  Region — Andy  McCall,  Texas 


Respectfully  submitted: 

Kevin  Sagehom,  NE  (Chair) 
Lance  Miller,  MN 
Amber  Miller,  AL 
Rachel  Fehringer,  CO 
Amy  Richardson,  NC 
Jim  MacDonald,  ND 
Brett  Mongeon,  NH 
Corey  Rosenbusch,  TX 
Aaron  Pool,  LA 


The  return  of  The  FFA  Times  zvas  a  special  highlight  for  convention  attendees.  The  FFA  Times,  sponsored  by  Commerce  Bank, 
provided  a  daily  report  of  major  events  as  they  occurred  during  convention  week. 
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Partner  Development 


We  recommend: 
Educational 

1.  Develop  a  home  page  on  the  Internet  concerning  FFA 
opportunities,  benefits  and  scholarships. 

2.  Expand  the  use  of  the  public  relations  display  at 
national  conventions  or  conferences  for  various  profes- 
sional organizations. 

3.  Create  posters  with  reply  cards  concerning  FFA 
scholarships  to  be  posted  throughout  high  schools.  This 
would  also  serve  as  a  recruitment  tool  for  FFA. 

4.  Provide  scholarships  for  school  administrators  to  attend 
the  national  FFA  convention.  In  return,  the  officials 
would  share  their  experiences  with  other  administrators. 

5.  Recognize  school  counselors  who  support  FFA  and 
agricultural  education  through  an  award  or  recognition 
at  the  national  FFA  convention. 

6.  Send  more  information  to  high  school  counselors 
concerning  FFA  career  opportunities,  scholarships  and 
benefits.  This  can  be  sent  with  the  scholarship  applica- 
tions and  should  include  schools  that  currently  do  not 
have  FFA  chapters  or  agricultural  education. 

Government  and  Business 

1.  Create  a  national  program  to  be  carried  out  on  the  state 
level  to  develop  an  active,  day-long  event  with  state 
representatives  and /or  business  officials  providing 
members  with  "hands  on"  experience  in  government 
and  career  development. 

2.  Make  available  to  each  state  officer  at  NLCSO  order 
forms  that  offer  instructional  and  informational 
materials  to  increase  awareness  of  the  FFA  among 
government  officials,  political  candidates  and  business 
officials.  Order  forms  could  also  be  made  available 
through  FFA  New  Horizons  and  FFA  Ventures. 

3.  Provide  "thank  you"  cards  and  addresses  of  event 
sponsors  to  award  recipients,  as  well  as  a  request  for 
the  member  to  write  a  sponsor  appreciation  letter. 

4.  Create  a  video  to  teach  how  to  form  and  strengthen 
partnerships  with  government  and  business  officials. 
Include  this  on  the  order  form  previously  mentioned. 

5.  Include  all  results  of  delegate  recommendations  on  the 
Internet. 

6.  Create  a  video  to  be  distributed  to  FFA  partners 
highlighting  the  results  of  their  contributions. 

Students,  Parents  and  Public  Relations 

1.  Work  with  existing  national  sponsors  to  develop  career 
internships  for  FFA  members. 

2.  Develop  a  partnerships  page  in  FFA  Nezu  Horizons  to 
share  community  service  interaction  ideas. 

3.  Develop  a  task  force  comprised  of  teachers  and  students 
from  rural  and  urban  chapters  to  look  at  increasing 
inner-city  participation. 

4.  Develop  a  workshop  for  chapter  officers  to  use  to 
recruit  members,  including  a  brochure  and  a  short, 
upbeat  video. 

5.  Develop  a  national  FFA  home  page  on  the  Internet 
which  would  include  partner  development  and  commu- 
nity service  interaction  ideas. 

6.  Establish  communication  with  chapter  officers  by 
sending  them  publications  that  deal  with  partner 
development  and  the  FFA. 

Inter-FFA  Relations 

1.  Make  each  national  FFA  officer  a  full  voting 

member  on  the  National  FFA  Board  of  Directors  in  order 
to  strengthen  the  relationship  between  FFA  members 
and  the  Board. 

2.  Change  NVATA's  name  by  dropping  the  word  "Voca- 
tional" in  order  to  be  consistent  with  the  direction 

of  agricultural  education. 
3.      Publicize  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Association  through 


feature  articles  in  national  publications  such  as  Time, 
People,  and  other  popular  publications,  and  also 
through  awards  at  the  local,  state  and  national  levels, 
emphasizing  what  membership  does  for  students. 
Provide  packets  about  inter-FFA  partnerships 
to  state  associations  for  chapter  visits. 
Educate  members  and  the  public  about  the  National 
Council  for  Agricultural  Education  by  one  or  more  of 
the  following:  a  feature  story  in  FFA  Neiv  Horizons,  a  pos- 
ter for  all  chapters,  TV  media  interviews,  and /or  an  Internet 
page  via  the  National  FFA  Organization  home  page. 
Inform  high  school  seniors  about  the  Postsecondary 
Agricultural  Student  Organization  (PAS)  and  National 
Young  Farmers  Educational  Association  (NYFEA) 
chapters  and  use  these  organizations  as  training  tools  for 
FFA  members. 


Respectfully  submitted: 

Eric  Kaufman,  OH  (Chair) 

Jerry  Stone  Jr.,  GA  (Vice  Chair) 

Steven  Rogers,  MO 

Sha  Peterson,  IA 

Hunt  Lacey,  IL 

Raymon  J.  Smith,  OR 

Robert  A.  Moore,  LA 

Natalie  Cobb,  TX 

Whitney  Wood,  AL 

Nicole  Knutson,  MN 

Ray  Rorrer,  VA 

Jed  DeWitz,  ND 

Krissy  Johnson,  UT 

Kerri  Holliday,  AL 

Tamra  Sommerfield,  TX 

Jody  Lee  Hubner,  MO 

Jami  Hammond,  MT 

Sandi  Mumford,  Rl 

Kevin  Kunkel,  CA 

J.D.  Chambers,  NC 

Becky  Williams,  MD 


Robin  Rainwater,  CA 
Jack  Koenig,  Wl 
Kelly  Van  Foeken,  CA 
Jeremy  Burris,  FL 
Kimberly  Hannum,  NH 
Brad  Hinton,  Ml 
Mistie  Johansen,  UT 
Stephanie  Olson,  Wl 
Bill  Taylor,  NJ 
Shellie  Pippinger,  AR 
Carla  Lutz,  WV 
Brendon  Atkinson,  OK 
Shane  Elrod,  SC 
Farrah  Harned,  KY 
Tina  0  Wood,  TN 
Toby  E.  Foster,  GA 
Beau  Mitchell,  OK 
Sarah  Peers,  TX 
Cody  Matkin,  TX 
Anna  Rekeweg,  IN 
John  Wiser,  CA 
Kris  Diaz,  CA 
Jeni  Horn,  OH 
Tara  Hagendorf,  TX 


Partners  in  Active  Learning  Support  ( PALS)  is  a  mentoring  program 
that  matches  FFA  members  with  elementary  school  children  to  explore 
agriculture  and  develop  one-on-one  relationships.  Those  involved  in 
PALS  were  recognized  on  stage  Friday. 
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Program  of  Activities 


We  recommend: 

1.  Provide  a  resource  room  that  will  contain,  but  is 
not  limited  to,  materials  relevant  to  each  committee, 
such  as  FFA  Ventures,  FFA  New  Horizons,  FFA 
Student  Handbook,  Official  FFA  Manual,  Robert's 
Rules  of  Order  and  general  office  supplies.  Provide 

a  copy  machine  so  these  materials  can  be  quickly 
distributed  to  delegates. 

2.  Revise  the  chair's  meeting  to  include  vice-chairs, 
allowing  them  to  attend  and  receive  all  necessary 
materials. 

3.  Allow  time  for  chairs  to  meet  with  subcommittee 
chairs  and  vice  chairs  prior  to  the  delegate  dinner. 

4.  Revise  the  FFA  Code  of  Ethics  as  proposed, 
which  is  stated  as  follows: 

FFA  members  conduct  themselves  at  all  times  to  be  a 
credit  to  their  organization,  chapter,  school,  community 
and  family.  As  an  FFA  member,  I  pledge  to: 

1.  Develop  my  potential  for  premier  leadership,  personal 
growth  and  career  success. 

2.  Make  a  positive  difference  in  the  lives  of  others. 

3.  Dress  neatly  and  appropriately  for  the  occasion, 
(consult  the  Official  FFA  Manual  for  proper  use  of 
official  dress) 


4.  Respect  the  rights  of  others  and  their  property. 

5.  Be  courteous,  honest  and  fair  with  others. 

6.  Communicate  in  an  appropriate,  purposeful  and 
positive  manner. 

7.  Demonstrate  good  sportsmanship  by  being  modest  in 
winning  and  generous  in  defeat. 

8.  Make  myself  aware  of  FFA  programs  and  activities 
and  be  an  active  participant. 

9.  Conduct  and  value  a  supervised  agricultural  experi- 
ence program. 

10.  Strive  to  establish  and  enhance  my  skills  through 
agricultural  education  in  order  to  enter  a  successful 
career. 

11.  Appreciate  and  promote  diversity  in  our  organization. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

Dusty  Oedekoven,  SD  (Chair) 
Hollie  Matthews,  WA  (Secretary) 
Paul  Hansen,  IA 
Lynn  Boughton,  IL 
Rocky  Russell,  FL 
Philip  McCutchan,  IN 
Christopher  Yandeli,  KY 
Lyndsey  Fosbery,  MT 
Eric  Kaufman,  OH 
John  Ashley,  OK 


This  John  Deere  pedal  tractor  was  one  of  the  many  items  sold  at  the  FFA  alumni  action.  FFA  members  from  Ohio  and  Wisconsin 
assisted  in  presenting  auction  items  to  the  audience  of  bidders.  Proceeds  raised  through  the  auction  go  to  support  FFA  programs  and 
scholarships.  This  year's  auction  raised  $48,273. 
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FFA  Publications 


We  recommend: 

FFA  New  Horizons:  Content 

1.  Design  condensed  and  concise  articles  to  include  useful, 
detailed  and  efficient  information. 

2.  Develop  a  standardized  article  questionnaire  available 
in  FFA  New  Horizons  so  members  can  provide  ideas  for 
articles. 

3.  Focus  articles  on  accomplishments  of  current  and 
former  FFA  members  and  include  articles  highlighting 
current  issues  of  interest. 

4.  Include  quotes,  quizzes  and  surveys  to  promote  reader 
interaction. 

5.  Include  detailed  results  of  national  officers'  activities. 

6.  Include  a  regular  feature  inviting  chapters  to  submit 
articles  on  a  specific  topic  to  be  presented  in  the 
following  issue. 

FFA  New  Horizons:  Layout  and  Advertising 

1.  Improve  the  cover  of  FFA  New  Horizons  by  using 
brighter  colors  and  eye-catching  photos  that  capture 
FFA  members  in  action. 

2.  Include  large,  candid  pictures  in  the  magazine. 

3.  Include  the  full  title  FFA  New  Horizons  on  the  cover  of 
the  magazine. 

4.  Limit  the  number  of  small,  black  and  white  ads  to  the 
front  and  back  of  a  single  page  in  the  "Market  Place" 
section  of  the  magazine. 

5.  Establish  a  theme  for  each  issue  to  be  reflected  in  the 
articles. 

6.  Diversify  the  ads  to  include  sporting  goods,  colleges, 
etc. 

7.  Advertise  national  and  international  opportunities  in 
FFA  New  Horizons. 

8.  Use  "teasers"  on  the  outside  cover  to  present  main 
ideas  and  page  numbers  of  key  articles. 

The  Official  FFA  Manual  and  FFA  Student  Handbook 

1.  Ensure  that  all  information,  pictures  and  graphics  are 
correct  and  up  to  date  in  both  the  FFA  Student 
Handbook  and  Official  FFA  Manual. 

2.  Contact  agriculture  instructors  to  research  the  order  in 
which  information  is  taught.  Edit  the  FFA  Student 
Handbook  accordingly  to  best  serve  teacher  needs. 

3.  Provide  a  list  of  proficiency  awards  with  careers  and 
career  development  events  in  the  FFA  Student  Handbook. 

4.  Make  information  more  accessible  by  adding  reference 
points  to  the  FFA  Student  Handbook  and  the  Official  FFA 
Manual. 

5.  Print  the  FFA  Creed  and  the  mission  statement  in  front 
of  both  the  FFA  Student  Handbook  and  the  Official  FFA 
Manual. 

6.  Print  the  FFA  Student  Handbook  in  loose-leaf,  three-hole 
punch  format. 

7.  Change  printing  date  of  the  Official  FFA  Manual  to 
January. 

New  and  Emerging  Publications 
Student  Planner 

1.  Include  the  proposed  content  topics  as  presented  by  the 
national  organization. 

2.  Include  addresses  for  obtaining  scholarship  information 
in  the  career  success  section. 

3.  Print  in  the  planner  a  personalized  official  dress  section 
under  the  personal  growth  section  to  include  the 
physical  components  as  well  as  provide  insight  on 
pride,  respect  and  self-esteem. 

Markets  and  New  Publications 

4.  Develop  a  recruitment  pamphlet  that  focuses  on  the 
benefits  of  agricultural  education  and  FFA  membership, 
targeting  both  agriculture  and  non-agriculture 
students 


5.  Develop  on-line  resources  available  to  the  general 
public  including  information  from  FFA  New 
Horizons. 

6.  Develop  a  format  to  assist  chapters  and  members  in 
obtaining  sponsorship  in  the  local  area. 

State  Officer  Magazine 

7.  Make  the  state  officer  newsletter  easy  to  reproduce. 


Respectfully  submitted: 

Lynn  Boughton,  IL  (Chair) 
Holly  Mills,  VA  (Vice  Chair) 
Michael  Boehm,  OH 
Macy  Braswell,  AR 
Bill  Crone,  IL 
Dana  Fisher,  VA 
Mark  Heeter,  PA 
Dana  Johnson,  TX 
John  Ridder,  MO 
Robert  Bill,  CA 
Brian  York,  KY 
Mark  Jirik,  MN 
Candi  Biship,  AZ 
Johnna  Baffa,  CA 
Meaghan  Williams,  WA 
Abby  Dougherty,  IN 
Heidi  Hasselbalch,  NE 
Cody  Nash,  TX 
Alison  Sexton,  OH 
Trina  Short,  CO 
Carrie  Jo  Solum,  SD 
Julie  Anne  Summers,  LA 


Heather  Benner,  PA 
John  Andrews,  NY 
Mandy  Benderman,  TN 
Renee  Fosselman,  IA 
Dennis  Fuqua,  AL 
Kara  Green,  CA 
Peter  Haakenson,  Wl 
Laura  Heiden.  MN 
Jennifer  Hill,  OK 
Dustin  Jones,  FL 
Johnathan  Sandel,  TX 
Jill  Hazelwood,  TN 
Christine  Alley,  KY 
Kary  Durham,  TX 
Josiah  Mayfield,  CA 
Sara  McCann,  NC 
Terry  Morgan,  GA 
T.  J.  Odom.  AL 
Clayton  Speed,  MS 
Mike  Swanson,  Wl 
J.  T.  Walker,  OK 
Josh  Weston,  TX 
Fawn  Hollembeak,  DE 
Sharlyn  Lytle,  NV 
Katie  Sandel,  LA 


Visitors  to  the  convention  got  a  sneak  peek  at  the  newly  revamped  FFA 
New  Horizons.  Copies  of  the  magazine  were  available  at  the  career 
show  to  preview  the  magazine's  new  look,  coming  in  January  1996. 
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1 995-96  National  FFA  Officers  ^2^ 


Seth  Derner 
President 
Bartlett,  Neb. 
Age:  20 

Chapter:  Wheeler  Central  FFA  Chapter 
Enterprise:  cow/calf  operation 
FFA  State  Office:  Nebraska  Association 
Vice  President 

FFA  Awards:  selected  for  the  Russian 
Leadership  Exchange  Program,  public 
speaking 

College/Major:  University  of  Nebraska- 
Lincoln,  junior,  agricultural  education 
Career  Goal:  high  school  agriculture 
teacher 


William  Catania 

Eastern  Region  Vice  President 

Westfield,  N.Y. 

Age:  19 

Chapter:  Westfield  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  horticulture/turf  and  landscape 

management 

FFA  State  Office:  New  York  Association 

President 

FFA  Awards:  state  champion  of  creed 

speaking  contest 

College/Major:  Fredonia  State  University, 

freshman,  agricultural  education 

Career  Goal:  agriculture  instructor 


Cody  Wagner 

Secretary 

Banner,  Wyo. 

Age:  19 

Chapter:  John  B.  Kendrick  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  diversified  livestock  and 

agricultural  sales  and  service 

FFA  State  Office:  Wyoming  Association 

Vice  President 

FFA  Awards:  third  high  individual  in 

national  farm  business  management 

College/Major:  University  of  Wyoming, 

sophomore,  molecular  biology 

Career  Goal:  medicine  or  agricultural 

research 


Clara-Leigh  Horn 

Southern  Region  Vice  President 

Ashville,  Ala. 

Age:  20 

Chapter:  Ashville  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  diversified  livestock 

FFA  State  Office:  Alabama  Association 

Vice  President 

FFA  Awards:  participant  in  state  public 

speaking  contest 

College/Major:  Auburn  University,  junior, 

animal  science/pre-vet 

Career  Goal:  veterinarian 


Joe  Caffee 

Central  Region  Vice  President 

Geneva,  Ind. 

Age:  20 

Chapter:  South  Adams  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  diversified  livestock  and  agricultural 

processing 

FFA  State  Office:  Indiana  Association 

President 

FFA  Awards:  runner-up  in  state  public  speaking 

contest 

College/Major:  Purdue  University,  sophomore, 

agricultural  education 

Career  Goal:  high  school  agriculture  teacher 


Andy  McCall 

Western  Region  Vice  President 

Houston,  Texas 

Age:  19 

Chapter:  Cypress  Creek  FFA  Chapter 

Enterprise:  diversified  livestock 

FFA  State  Office:  Texas  Association  Vice 

President 

FFA  Awards:  state  extemporaneous 

speaking  and  parliamentary  procedure 

College/Major:  Lubbock  Christian 

University,  sophomore,  agricultural 

business 

Career  Goal:  agricultural  policy  or 

agricultural  law 
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A  Letter  From  The  White  House 


October  18, 1995 


Warm  greetings  to  everyone  gathered  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  for  the 
National  FFA  Convention. 

Strengthening  our  economy  and  feeding  people  around  the  world, 
American  agriculture  is  a  leader  in  international  industry  and  a  source 
of  pride  for  all  our  citizens.  Through  the  years,  our  great  agricultural 
resources  have  flourished,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  men  and  women 
who  raise  the  crops  and  livestock  and  work  to  improve  production 
every  day. 

You  are  playing  a  vital  role  in  this  endeavor.  By  participating  in  FFA, 
you  are  enhancing  your  personal  growth,  developing  leadership  skills, 
and  learning  about  the  opportunities  for  American  farming  in  the 
global  economy.  I  salute  all  of  you  for  advancing  the  well-being  of  our 
citizens  and  the  prosperity  of  our  nation — I  am  confident  that,  with 
your  continued  dedication,  our  future  is  in  good  hands. 

Best  wishes  to  all  for  a  most  successful  convention. 


jYjla  CludDv* — 


W' 
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The  FFA  Mission 

FFA  makes  a  positive  difference  in  the  lives  of  students  by  developing  their 
potential  for  premier  leadership,  personal  growth  and  career  success 

through  agricultural  education. 


The  68th  National  FFA  Convention  Proceedings  is  a  publication  of  the  National  FFA  Organization. 


National  FFA  Organization 
5632  Mt,  Vernon  Memorial  Highway 
P.O.  Box  15160 
Alexandria,  VA  22309-0160 

Telephone:  703-360-3600 
Fax:  703-360-5524 


